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PREFACE

VISION STATEMENT

Any proposal or the fuure of the Archafulava Basin must mke a realisic
view. This view will necessarily be based pary on projections of current conds
tons and recegnized mends. As in the past, there may be different opinions aver
uses and management direcions; they are routinely part of the democrade
process, and when conducied in a constructive spiric are often a good avenue for
making informed decisions. If it is actually possible w create, or evers envisior. 3
perfectly manaped Awchafalava Basin in which all partes and interest proups are
fully sadsfied, the following vision of the future can be agained.

As stakeholders and participanzs in the planning process, we must draw
upon the best within ourselves to imagine an idealized furure, one that does
meet our highest expecations and fulfills our fondest dreams. 1f we do not, we
have failed ourselves, our families, our friends and cowotkers. Most impor@ntly,
we will have failed future generations. Withous high expeemtions and fofty goals
each of us can expect © accomplish ke thar is muiy worthwhile, or perhaps
nable, for our communities, sociery and ourselves. Without a destinadon in
mind, a map, a compass, a direction and determined effort, we are not likely 1o
et there.

If vie: care abour the future of the Archafalaya Basin, each of us must mke
responsibility for ourselves and then motivate and lead others. The achievernent
of goals and realization of a vision depends upon leadership - our leadership.

What foliows then, is not unreasonably optimistic. It assumes that the
Archafalaya Basin can serve many people well at the same time thar its fonda
menal values are adequately prowected. This vision is based on reasonable expec
mtons of what can be realized within a generation or two with a concerted effort
and widespread public support

Vision of the Fure

Furure visitors and residents of the Archafalaya Basin will encounter a land
scape: ’

where natural processes are operating on a grand scale with humans mod-
erating their activities so that they have become less intrusive and a reasonable
part of, rather than an encumbrance upon, these processes;

where the buiit and nanural environmens are visually atmactive, the object
of ineense human enjoyment, and make manifes: the qualities of scenic beaury
and aesthetic harmony;

where the photogenic panorarias and visms of the region will exhibit more
than smtic post-card images, but 2 culy dynamic landscape, as in ages past, cor
stantly changing and evolving; forests in various stages of succession, sezsonal
flocding and other naral disturbances; soil erosion and deposition; the mini
mum necessary contrel of waterways and unpolluted lakes;

where in these grand settings, ecological processes will be apparent at all
scales, from the geological dme frame of river course changes and land forma-
tion to the momenttomoment pace of life in a bird rookery;

where the complex interrelationships of all the components, from the
Atchafalaya River 1o the smallest life forms, will be not only evident but alse
carefully protected and interpreted;

where human institions are re-oriented soward a stewardship approach w©
the region’s diverse resource processes, paterns, qualides, uses and values;

where a diversity of livelihoods will continue; commercial fishing, imber
harvesting, oil and gas exwaction, all activides done in harmony with, and sensi
dve to, other resource values and land uses;

where people repard the Atchafalaya ecosystem as a single, complex orgar
ism, and are working together in concern with widespread public suppor to
plan, manage and interpret the region's intrinsic (namral) and extrinsic (man-
made) resources as a unified whol;

where the overriding mood of the Archafalaya will be a harmonious bal
ance between naturalness and unimpaired ecological processes, and the enlighe
ened and uncbtrusive use of the land for needed economic and sociat purposes;

where, complementng that mood, educatonal opporunites abound and
where the Awchafalaya has become a world model - a showease of visionary plar-
ning and progressive management of public and private resources, and of coop-
eraion among many agencies, groups, and individuals to achieve goals.
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GOVERNOR
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April 23, 1998

| Hon. M. J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor of Louisiana
Post Office Box 84004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004

Dear Governor Foster:

This endeavor to develop a State Master Plan for the Atchafalaya Basin is the culmination
of many years of state, local and national efforis to preserve and protect the great Atchafalaya
Basin. We are fortunate, at this time, to have your leadership, and your directive, o move
ahead with the implementation of a project which was authorized by Congress in 1986 with a
funding amount of $250 million. 1t is now up to the State to get this plan approved and 1o enter
into cost/share agreements with the Corps of Engineers for implementation.

A committee of 75, representing all interest groups in the Basin and working for more
than a year, prepared this document. It includes all of the major aspects of the Atchafalaya
Basin Project - Public Access, Environmental Easements, Water Management and Recreation.
The cost to the State is relatively low, with the Corps picking up 100% of the cost of construction
of most of ihe features, and the State only required 1o provide 25% of the cost of operation and
maintenance. The recreation features will be cost/shared on a 50/50 basis.

The state and federal agencies, led by the Department of Natural Resources and the
Corps of Engineers, will coordinate and communicate to an extent not previously experienced.
There is no place in the State at-this time, or perhaps in the South, more fitting to pioneer this
concept. No landscape and its people could benefit more fully than the Atchafalaya Basin. It has
the public support, the agency enthusiasm, and the unique spectrum of natural and cultural
resources to provide a world class model of what can be done to restore, protect and interpret a
working landscape with unique attributes for the benefit of all. It is an opportunity that the Corps
of Engineers, the State agencies and the Committee have wholeheartedly embraced.

On behalf of the Department of Natural Resources and the Atchafalaya Basin Advisory
Committee, | am pleased 1o present this Plan to you and to the Louisiana Legislature for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

JACK CALDWELL
Secretary

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY P.0. BOX 94396 BATGN ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70804-9396

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. COR™S OF ENGINEERS
0. BOX 66267
NEW DRLEANS. LOUISIANA 7ONB0-0287

REFLY TQ

ATTENTION OF: April 17, 1998

Executive Office

Honorable Jack Caldwell

Secretary

Louisiana Department of Natural Resonrces
Post Office Box 94369

Baton Rouge, Louisians 70804-9396

Dear Mr. Caldwell:

The State’s draft master plan for the Atchafalaya Basin is a reflection of the extraordinary
and successful effort of the State Advisory Committee, and the leadership of the Department of
Natural Resources to facilitate a far-reaching, visionary proposal among diverse interests. Itisa
testimony 10 consensus-building and deserves commendation.

Should the Congress provide the legislative authorization and funding necessary to
accomplish the ambitious proposal requested by DNR, the Corps has the expertise and the
capability to participate in every feature of the State’s plan. The thrust of the proposed State plan
is to broaden the recreational and environmental benefits of the Atchafalaye Basin Floodway
System project. The Corps is actively committed to the enhancement and preservation of the
lower Atchefalaya Basin Floodway through the implementation of the currently authorized
federal project. Therefore, I embrace and welcome the initiative and ideas that have the potential
to complement the Congressionally authorized project as it now stands. '

| Sincerely,

Gl X o

William L. Conner
Colonel, US. Ammy
District Engineer
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1-1

1.00 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Public interest in conserving and restoring, where pos-
sible, the unique environmental values of the Atchafalaya
Basin, the largest river-swamp in the country, began in
the 1960s, was given State sponsorship by Governor
McKeithen in 1971, succeeded in developing a consen-
sus of viewpoints in the Treen Agreement in 1981, and
received federal support and funding in the Water
Resources Development Act, and subsequent legislation,

in 1985 and 1986.

The Congress had met its responsibilities and directed
the Corps of Engineers to prepare a comprehensive plan
and to begin the purchase of land. The sum of $250.0
million was authorized for purchase of land, certain
flood-control projects, and water management, environ-
mental, and recreatonal features.

The cost/sharing formula oudined in the legislation
required the State of Louisiana to provide certain funding:

COST/SHARE FORMULA

State agencies involved in the Basin was signed in March
1997 and work was besun on a State Master Plan. See
Appendix A.

The State Master Plan preparation required one year
and more than forty separate meetings of Working
Groups and four quarterly meetings of the Advisory
Committee. The Plan was drafied by representatives of
the following: eight State agencies, six-Federal agencies
(the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as an advisor), city
and parish governments in, or adjacent to, the Basin,
landowners, fishing clubs, environmental organizations,
and interested citizens.

This Master Plan is the first step 1o meet the State’s
responsibilides to match federal funds to “...conserve,
restore, and enhance (where possible) the natural habitat
and give all people the opportunity to enjoy the
Archafalaya Experience.”

Two  additional
trequired:

steps  are

Federal

Non-Federal

Public Access: Fee purchase of land, less minerals,
from willing sellers

Purchase of environmental/development easements
Operation/maintenance of access and easement lands
Purchase of easements for water management projects
Dedication of State lands for water management projects
Construction of water management projects
Operation/maintenance of water management projects
Land purchase and construction of recreation projects™
Operation/maintenance of recreation projects

Dedicadon of State lands + Dow donation

1998 - Explain the plan
through the written media, TV,
direct mail, and speakers avail-

able for both formal and infor-

100% 0%
0% - 100%
100% 0%

75% 25% mal presenmations and discus-
100% 0% sions. Formal regional meetings
0% 100% will be held throughoutr the
100% 0% state to present the plan,
75% 25% answer questions, and receive
50% 50% suggestions.

0% 100%

*The State must purchase the land, using its own funds. The cost is then credited against the State’s share

of the total {land + development) costs.

For ten years the State took no coordinated acdon o
meet its responsibilities. However, many individuals
spent ime and effort on the State’s behalf to keep the the
project alive.

Then, in 1996, Governor Foster directed the Department
of Natural Resources to be Lead Agency in the develop-
ment of a plan to meet the Stte responsibility. Jack
Caldwell, Secretary of the Department of Natural
Resources, asked Sandra Thompson, who had been
Executive Director of the Atchafalaya Basin Commission in
the 1970s, to appoint a citizens’ committee and begin work-
ing to get the job done. The first meeting of the Atchafalaya
Basin Advisory Committee was held January 23, 1997.

A Memorandum of Understanding among the eight

1999 Presentation to the
Governor and Legislature for
approval and funding.

The State Master Plan includes:
Public Access: _

Managing the dand bought by COE; improvements of
access toads: La. Hwys. 105 and 975 w the Wildlife
Management Areas; the levee road at the foot of the West
Protection Levee from Henderson o Verdunville; 3.anes
for La. Hwy. 352 at Henderson; exit lanes for La. Hwy, 70
at Morgan City; La. Hwy. 75 from Bayou Sorrel to Pigeon;
and investigate the feasibility of 2 new road from La. Hwny.
77 at Grosse Tete to the Upper Grand River Flats area.

Environmental:

Working with the Corps of Engineers, the Departrnent of
Agriculture and Forestry (timber monitoring) and the State
Land Office (State lands), and the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service o monitor compliance with the Corps'
environmentat and development easements.




Water Managernent:

To save the Basin, problems with water qualiry and sedi-
mentaton must be solved by working with the Corps of
Engineers, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana
Srate University, and athers to monitor the resuls of water
management features planned by the Corps with assistancs
from the State and implemented by the Corps.
Additonally, the group will coordinate its efforts with the
work of other Federal and Federal/State projects which
impact, or are impacted by, the Atchafalaya Project - partic-
ularly the Coaszal Restoration Program.

The Deparment of Wildlife and Fisheries (fisheries)
with the LSU Agricultural Center (water quality) and the

Department of Agriculture and Forestry (for tree and veg- . Ricky Veret

erat'!on condition) will monitor the effects of the COTP_S, Without action, this stagnant wazer in Buffalo Cove will kill vegeration. ;
projects and the Department of Natural Resources will A pilor water management project in Buffalo Cove is the action.
assist the Corps in the planning phase and provide Similar projects are proposed for East Grand Lake (Flat Lake and

Upper Grand River) and swdies are proposed for the Alabama Bayou
(Sherbirne} and Bayou Courtablen {Henderson Lake) projects.

ERRLC AR IR o ST B

HE s
Ricky Verrer
Twenty years ago water was 20’ deep, now with sediment there is not
enough water to float this log off a sand bar.

Withowut action, Buffalo Cove will be dry land.

equipment and personnel for maintenance of spoil bank
cuts and gaps.

The “public” enjoying
the Basin.

Brandon Green
Daniele Dent

Hailey Verret
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Recreation: ings from tour groups, schools, and family groups
Mission: - for 1998 are “most encouraging and will require

To purchase 1,50O ACTES OTF l:md. in ftt', less minernls. Tor an increase in equip[nent and Ser\riccs_“

recreational fearures.
The Master Plan recommends that gateway com-

munides plan carefully for this expected growth
in visitors so that the area’s culwre, principally
“Cajun”, rural architecture, and way of life is not
compromised by commercialism.

To assist the Corps of Engineers in planning “....10 pro-
vide a costeffective Tange of recreation faciliues 10 opurnize
public accessibility and use of the floodway while minimiz
ing adverse impacts to the environment.”

To expand the Corps’ plan as necessary to provide
interpretive and educational facilities to enhance the
public’s knowledge and enjoyment of this unigue
area.

The Master Plan idendfies growth areas (princi-
pally the west side) for tourism and natural areas
(principally the east side of the Basin) and sepa-
rate entry points for tourists {Morgan Ciry,
Henderson, Catahoula) and for spotts and nature
lovers (Ramah, Bayou Sorrel, Bayou Figeon, Belle
River).

Facilities proposed:
Figure 1.00 A identifies the location and type facilities

Attraction:
The irreplaceable assets in the Archafalaya Basin
establish it as a recreation area without peer in the
naticn. The attraction is rapidly gaining the aren-
tion of visitors from far and near. Boat tours of
the Basin, without publicity or organization,
booked over 200,000 visitors last year and book-

proposed for the recreadonal phase of this program.

PROJECTED STATE COSTS FOR THE TOTAL PROGRAM

Total Cost/Share State
COE State Budget
Increase

PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COSTS: 2)

CQOE land and

easement purchases

and certain water projects 146,637,517 1146,637,517 0 ' 0
State Projects:

Roads to Recreation areas 16,355,000 8,177,500 8§177,5001{ 8,177,500

Recreation fearares 1) - 40,007,630| 20,739,749 119,267,881 | 20,267,881
Total Projected Construction Cost 203,000,147 175,554,766 | 27,445,381 | 28,445,381
PROJECTED COPERATING COSTS:

Wildlife Management Areas-15yrs 25,758,378 | 19,318,784 | 6,439,594 | 7,612,945

Monitoring Easements - 15 yrs. 9,038,085] 6,778,564 | 2,259,521 |5) 1,234,761

Water Management Features-15yrs 48,286,237, 36,214,678 | 12,071,559 | 6,044,058

Manaéement of Project - 15 yrs. 5,555,053 2,777,527 2,777,526 | 3) 427,080

Recreation features 1) 49,904,668 | 9,355,681 | 40,548,987 | 40,548,987

Total Protected Operating Costs 138,542,421 ) 74,445,234 164,097,187 | 55,867,831

Total Projected Construction and .

Operating Costs for 15 Years 341,542,568 1250,000,000 | 91,542,568 | 84,313,212

FUNDING FROM OTHER FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND SOURCES WILL BE INVESTIGATED
FOR THOSE PROJECTS WHICH MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR THE ABFS, LA. PROJECT

1) Recreation costs are 50% Federal and 50% State. The cost share varies since the Morgan City complex includes a cultural center thar is
partly used for environmental and water management monitoring by smte and federal agencies.

State Budger Increase includes funds for Archafalaya Basin Wildlife Refuge, sponsored by USFWS, thus cannor be used for addidonal feder-
al funding.

1) State Budget Increase less Corps cost/share

3) Low because many costs are already funded
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SUGGESTED FUNDING PLAN

This State Master plan s a fifteen year plan. Every five
vears each major actvity will be evaluated and the envi-
ronmental protection sections (water management and
easement monitoring) will be renewed if recommended
by this evaluation.

The Plan suggests that construcrion costs (approx. $30
million State funds}, which include road improvements
and two state Preservation Areas {currenty planned), be
funded by a capital ouday bond issue (13 years with inter-
est and principal payments throughout the 15 years). As

required by capital outlay rules, a dewiled plan will be
filed for funding in five-vear increments. '

The projected operating costs range form $3.5 mil-
lion/year initally to $4.8 million/year for the 15th year.

The projecied increase in state tax revenues (sales tax,
gasoline tax, and corporate income tax,) as z result of this
project trails the debt service + operating costs for the
first 13 years (many of the tourist attracdons will not be
built until the fourth or fifth year) and s projected o pro-
vide a surplus as shown on the following chart.

COMPARISON OF INCREASED TAX AND FEE INCOME TO TOTAL COSTS
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An added benefit is that the water management and environmental easernent projects offer a real hope that the Basin will be preserved, as

much as possible, for the enjoyment of fumure generatons.
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.0 Overview
211 Need for & State Master Plan

Interest in preserving the unigue environmental values
of the Aichafalaya Basin began in the 1960s and was
given State-sponsorship by Governor McKeithen in
1971, In 1981, the Treen Agreement united the various
factions and in 1985 and 1986 the Congress, in the
Water Resources Development Act and in subsequent
legislation, authorized and directed the Corps of
Engineers to begin land acquisitions, easements, and
other actions.

The Corps of Engineers’ Feasibility Study and
Environmental Impact Statement was completed in 1982
and the Corps’ Comprehensive Master Plan, now in the
drafing state, as authorized by Congress has “....as its
primary goal the protection of Scutheast Louisiana from
Mississippi River floods by ensuring safe passage of one-
half the project flood (1,500,000 cubic feet per second)
through the floodway system. In addition, the plan
would remain and restore the unique environmental val-
ues of the floodway and maintain or enhance the long
term productvity of wetlands and woodlands. It alse pro-
vides for public access 10 maximize the public opportu-

nity 10 observe and to utilize the fish and wildlife

resources of the floodway.”

Since many of the actions relating & protection of the
environment and accessibility for public
enjoyment require state matching funds, the
Corps’ work has been limited awaiting action

by the State.

This State Master Plan oudining the pub-
lic's needs and desires, to be followed by
statewide public meetings in 1998, responds
to that required action.

212 Perceived Benefits

All citizens should have the opportunity o
enjoy the Archafalaya Experience.

That oppormunity depends upon several fac-
[ors:

Maintaining the environmental, cultural, and
historic integrity of the area;

Developing controlled public access w the
Basin's wonders;

Encouraging all communities surrounding the
Basin to follow the lead of other areas in maintain-

ing the inwrest of their citizens in their herirage,and in the
uniqueness of their culmre by esmblishing incentives o
refurbish the old, and to provide zoning to contol the new,
thus maintining a uniform and appealing communiry.
Examples of areas well-planned for these objectives include:
Narchitoches, Sante Fe, Charleston, Williamsburg, and the
French Quarer of New Orleans.

This State Master Plan recommends restricting govern-
mental development within the Basin levees to water
management and other environmental enhancement
actions and establishing a framework for controlled devel-
opments of necessary services for the interested public.

The resulting benefit in environmental, cuitural, and
econormic terms is presented.

Landowner rights are protected. Access is acquired by
the Corps from willing sellers by fee purchase of cermin
lands; and purchase of environmental and development
easements is acquired by the Corps on the remainder.
Thus the landowners are paid market value for any per-
ceived loss in economic terms.

213 Interests and [nterest Groups

Al individuals and groups with interests in the Basin
have been involved as members of the Working Groups
who have drafted this report and as members of the over-
sight committee - the Atchafalaya Basin Advisory
Commiteee.

A Working Group on a field trip
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Deliberations have been lengthy and in-depth on every
point and at each stage of drafting. Most sections of the
report have progressed through at least ten drafts as new

factors and new viewpoints were presented.

The list of members of the Archafalaya Basin Advisory
Cormmittee is shown in Appendix B.

2.20 Report Organization

The oreanization of this report was influenced by the
Corps of Engineers decision © divide the work program
into four tasks: Public Access, Environmental Easements,
Water Management, and Recreation. Introductory sec-
tions prior to the four major sections and a funding pro-
gram and other sections at the end complete the State
Master Plan outline.

2.30 Mission Statement

The mission is o conserve, restOIE, and enhance
(where possible) the natural habitat and to give all people
the opportunity to enjoy the Archafalaya Experience.

2.40 State Authorization

In late 1996 Governor Foster appointed the
Department of Narural Resources as the lead state agency
to work with the Corps of Engineers on the Atchafalaya
Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Project, and directed
Secretary Jack Caldwell to complete the State’s Tesponsi-
bilides permiting this project 10 be fully implemented.
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3.00 DESCRIPTION/BACKGROUND

3.10 Description
311 Geographic area

The Atchafalaya Basin encompasses 838,000 acres.
The area is bounded by Simmesport on the north,
Morgan City on the south, and on the east and west by
protection levees. '

The Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana
Project encompasses 595,000 acres of the Basin south of
the Missouri Pacific railway tracks (ar U.S. 190).

The Simmesport project (which received separate fund-
ing), Morganza and Old River Locks and museum (pro-
posed) are not part of the Project, but are included in the
State Plan due to their importance as recreational and
educational features.

The region beyond this area direcdy affected includes
the communities of Ramah, Bayou Sorrel, Pigeon, Belle
River, Pierre Part, Stephensville, Morgan City, Patterson,
Charenton, New Iberia, St. Martnvilie, Catahoula,
Breaux Bridge, Henderson, Krotz Springs, and Port
Barre. Lafayette and Baton Rouge, also, are affected.

The Project, and affected

312 Natural history and resources
A. Geology

The first ice age of the Pleistocene Era formed what is
now the Mississippi River. The level of the oceans was
lowered, all flow to the north was blocked by the glaciers
and drainage from the central land mass and from the
melting glaciers dug a deep trench.-As the ocean
increased in leve! due to the melting ice, the trench was
flooded and a layer of sediment deposited. Following ice
ages repeated this process filling the trench o approxi-
mately its present elevation. The river which formed to
drain this area meandered through this alluvial plain
changing its course during flood stage and building nae
ural levees.

The sediment mass in the deltic plain is approximate-
ly 20,000 feet thick. In the Atchafalaya Basin the top lay-
ers of this mass include approximately one hundred feet
of recent deposits of silt and clay and two to three hun-
dred feet of sand and gravel.

The weight of the load of silt has caused a downwarping,
a serting of the mass into the structural rough that extends

through the alluvial plain.

region are illustrated on Fig.

3.00 A

FIGURE 3.00-A: The Project
Geographical Area

ATCHAFALAYA BASIN FLOODWAY SYSTEM|

The Archafalaya Basin, as
we know it today, was
formed by the natural levees
(alluvial ridges) builr by the
various Mississippi River
routes. The west limit of the
basin is known as the Teche
ridge and the east limit the
Bayou Lafourche ridge. In
the lower basin the present
east and west protection lev-
ees are well inside these lim-
its thus reducing the basin to
its present size.

LOUISIANA PROJECT

B. Hydrology
The Artchafalaya River is a

typical alluvial stream which
became a distributary of the
Mississippi River about 1500
ACE (AD in the old designa-
tion). It is deep (the bottom
is well below sea level in
many places), treacherous,
and only 135 miles long.




The Archafalaya Basin Floodway Systern is an integral
part of the Corps of Engineers’ flood control system for
the Mississippi River and tributaries. The features of the
floodway system include levees, structures, and channels.
These features are designed to convey one-half of the pro-
ject fiood flow of the Mississippi River and triburaries o
1,500,000 cubic feer per second, safely to the Gulf.

One of the major problems facing the Corps is the
rapid sedimentation - the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway
Systern carries more than 57,000,000 cubic yards of sed-
iment annually. Sediment deposits in the basin affect the
carrying capacity of the floodway, fish and wildlife habi-
ar, and regeneration of forests and other vegeration.

C. Ecology

Factors influencing the ecology of the Basin are: soil,
climate, and water. Soil and climate have been relatively
constant during the recorded history. Water, however,
has been subject 1o constant and continuing change.

The Corps of Engineers decision to place major
emphasis on a main channel for flood-carrying capacity
and for reducing sedimentation in the Basin has affected
water flow and water levels in the remainder of the Basin.

Canals and the spoil banks constructed by the tmber
and oil industries to support their operations, by highway
engineers to construct 1-10, by the Corps of Engineers for
flood control, navigation, and fresh water distributon,
and by pipeline construction have added to this distup-
don of waterflow.

The forests in the Basin.dominated by cypress were har
vested by the 1520s. Most of the existing cypress is se¢-
ond growth and while regeneration of vast cypress forests
may not be possible, preservation of pockets of old
growth is a goal of this Master Plan.

The ecosystem is adaptng, SUppOTTNg New species of
irees and vegetation providing habitat for varied wildlife.

While many have blamed human action for the Basin's
evolution, it must be noted that had the levees not been
built, natural forces would have restricted human popu-
laton in much of South Central Louisiana and would
have resulted in a different wildlife habitat.

Thus, in = captured area we stll have a river swamp-
Jand and a link o our pre-historic past. Such areas have
teen compared to “wild islands in a sea of cultivated
farmlands, furnishing habitat for fish, birds, and wildlife
of all kinds, all parts of the live-community that offers joy
and pleasure to man and To nanire an ecosysem bal-
ance.” (Robert Harrison, An Alluvial Empire).

313 Cultural history and resources

While many cultures including Spanish and English
settled in the Basin, two cultures have dominated the cul-
rural history of the Atchafalaya Basin. These are:

A. Native American

Investizations of the distant past have been limited
compared with studies of the Inca, the Maya, and the
Olmecs each of which left many monuments for study-
Discovery of Poverty Point in West Carroll Parish has
sparked interest, as have the studies of several scholars
who have listed possible cultures present in the
Archafalays Basin. These culrures are:

f LA 6 o i




W3]
v
L

TIME CULTURE SIGNS OF EARLY INHABITANTS
10,000 BCE Palec-Indian None discovered o datwe
6,000 - 550 BCE Archaic Poverty Point is believed o be of this culture

(Newman and others) Bayou Sorrel Mound is believed
be of this culture (Swamton and others)

550 BCE - 250 )
ACE Tchefuncte Bayou Sorrel Mound is believed to be of this culture
: {Gibson and others)
250 - 700 ACE Marksville - Middens near Bayou Pigeon (Swamton and others)
700 - 1100 ACE Troyville
Coles Creek Middens north of Charenton (Swamton)
1,100 - 1700 ACE Plaguemine The Chitimacha Nation is of this culture
Mississippipian (Gibson and others). It should be noted that the

| Chitimacha based on their research (hinted at by
Swamiton), claim ancestry back to the Bayou Sorrel
Mound period.

Source: Noted above s

B. Acadian (Cajun) Wilderness Center West State Preservadon Area near ;

The first Acadians, evicted from Nova Scotia by the Catahoula which will present basin visitors a view of the
English, arrived in Louisiana in 1764 and setded on high Cajun culture and guide them to the three cites for addi-
ground west of the Atchafalaya Y
Basin.

Living off the land and the
rich harvest from the bayous,
the Cajuns retzined the culure
of the lost homeland and in this
area of prairies, marshland,
swamp, placid lakes and quiet
bayous, developed as a commu-
nity fiercely independent, deeply
religious, industrious and with 2
hospitality that is seldom sur-
passed by any culture. “Laissez
les bon temps roulez” (let the
aood times Toll} is a leisure time
byword.

Lafayette, New Iberia, and St
Martinville all have Cajun
exhibits and/or replicas of early
villages and reallife panoramas
of early life in the Basin. An
interpretive and cultural center
is planned at the Archafalaya St Martisville




tonal interpretation of this culture, and an opportunity
1o experience the world-famous Cajun cuisine.

314 Scenic resources

A. COverview

The Atchafalaya scenic experience 18 enjoved by rela-
gvely few: the hardy canoeiss who join one of the orga-
nized trips, those with boats who explore the basin for
fish and/or pleasure, and the visitors from ousside the
region who take one of the organized boat tours. Others
share a hint of the expetience while viewing the pho-
rographs of C. C. Lockwood or Greg Guirard, or a nar-
rated slide show presented by a local group involved with
the Basin. As interesting as hese second-hand experi-
ences are, they do not compare with the “real thing”.

The Atchafalaya scenic experience is a feeling of awe, of
contentment, of lofty feelings and aspirations, and of a
serenity seldom encountered in our everyday experiences.

The “real thing” is personal coniact with moss hanging from
trees, the stately cypress, flocks of birds circling a lake, the
abundant wildlife in the water and on the land.

315 Other Atchafalaya Basin resources

A. Flood control

The Atchafalaya River is the largest of all distributaries
of the Mississippi River. Flood protection improvements
in the Basin have been authorized and constructed pti-
marily under the Mississippi Rijver and Tributaries
(MR&T) project and are an integral and extremely
imporant part of the lower Mississippi River.

“ At the latitude of Old River, the design project flood
has been determined to be 3,000,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond. The MR&T project allows one-half of this flow
down the Mississippi River and half to be introduced
into the Archafalaya Basin Floodway. The Mississippi
River below the Morganza Floodway is capable of carry-
ing 1,500,000 cubic feet per second without threatening
the integrity of the levees along its banks which protect
densely populated areas, highly developed agriculwural
lands, industries, and the City of New Orleans, as well
as a numnber of lesser populated communites. The diver-
sion of the other 1,500,000 cubic feet per second is made
through the Old River Control Struciure, the Old River
Auxdiliary Structure, the Archafalaya River, and through
the Morganza and West Archafalaya Floodways. In order
1o prevent diverted waters from spreading over the rich
and highly developed agricultural  lands outside the
Archafalaya Basin, the tivers and floodways have been
leveed 1o confine the diverted flows. Since this construc
ton program began, farms and industries have devel-
oped in the areas adjacent to the floodway with full con-
fidence that they would teceive protection. Therefore,
overtopping OT Crevassing of the levees would cause far
more damage than anticipated at the start of project corv
struction.

“The Corps of Engineers' flood control project Consists
of a leveed floodway 15 miles wide and 110 miles long
that extends generally from the latirude of Old River ©
the Gulf of Mexico. The upper basin is divided by the lev-
ced Atchafalaya River. The Morganza Floodway is t© the
east of the Atchafalaya River and has a capacity of 600,000
cubic feet per second which is introduced into the flood-
way by a control structure. The West Archafalaya
Floodway, which is located to the west of the Tiver, is
placed into operation when the fuse plug sections are
.overtopped bringing flows from the tiver that will inoe”
duce 900,000 cubic feet per second into the lower basin.
After passing through the floodways, the flood watets
enter the Gulf of Mexico through the Lower Atchafalaya
River and the Wax Lake Outler. The flood protectdon
works in the Atchafalaya Basin include levees, contr®
structures, tocks, pumping stations, floodgates, chann®
improvements, and floodwalls.” (Corps of Engineers)
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B. Navigation

Navigation activities in the Archafalaya Basin have mra-
diionally been of great importance o Louisiana and
these activities will continue in the furure. The Gulf
Intracoastal Warerway (GIWW), a major east-west inland
waterway route, passes through the lower end of the
Basin.” The GIW/W¥/, Alternate Route connects Morzan
City to the Mississippi River near Baton Rouge provid-
ing an additional route for the shipment of commodiries.
The Atchafalaya River, from Morgan City to the Old
River Lock, was responsible for 9,810,000 short tons of
freight in 1996.

Ports located at Morgan City and Kroz Springs con-
inue to grow and serve the maritime industry. And, with
the opening of the J. Bennerr Johnston Waterway (Red
River), the ports located at Shreveport, Natchitoches,
Alexandria, and soon Coushatta in Red River Parish, are
linked to Morgan City and points beyond.

C. Qil and gas production

The production from many fields adds 1o the energy sup-
ply of the nadon. This production tapered off during the
1980s, butr with new oitfinding techniques {(3-D seismic
principally) new finds have materially increased producrion.

D. Timber

Timber harvesting, even under the restrictions of the
Corps of Engineers’ environmental easements now being
purchased for the entire Basin, continues.to provide an
important source of employment as well as lumber for
OUT grOwing economy.

E. Fish, crawfish, and fur production

Commercial and sport fishing, commercial crawfish
harvests, and the fur industries provide enjoyment
and/or livelihood to thousands of residents of this
region. It should be noted that the value of nutria for
food as well as for fur is being promoted by the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Fishing - a family affair

F. Recreational and educational resources
These resources are examined in Section 7.00 of this
report. .




3.20 History of the Atchafalaya Basin and Project

3.21 Historic Actions

=

Date Actvity

1927 The 1927 flood prompted Congress 1© enact several subsequent flood control bills to
develop the Archafalaya Basin Floodway System and the construction of the Old River
Seructures. Dredging, channelizadon (e.g Whiskey Bay Curoff), and bank stabilization

projects have been conducted as funds were available.

196869 The Louisiana Legistature passed legislation concerning real estate issues and purchase of
land by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.
1972 Louisiana Legislarure Act 365 of 1972 established the Archafalaya Basin Division in the

Department of Public Works. The Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area was
established, legislation creating the Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management Arez was
passed, as well as legislation outlawing billboards on [-10. Boat ramps were built,
planning was begun on recreational facilidies and the purchase of land for the Catahoula
Interpregive Center was begun.

The Corps of Engineers began work on a Comprehensive Plan for preservation and for
managerment of water and land resources.

The Atchafalaya Basin Management Group was formed to provide input into this plan.

1975-81 Meetings between the Corps of Engineers and landowners and other groups were held
to discuss differences and to develop an acceptable plan.

1981 The Treen Agreement (see Appendix C) was negotated between landowners and
environmentalists and presented tO the Congress.

The Dow donation of 45,000 acres (30,000 in Basin) was announced.

1982 Governor Treen signed legislation which authorized funding to purchase 46,000 acres in
cooperation with Federal Government.

Compledon of Corps Feasibility Study and Environmental lmpact Statement for
_ Archafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Project.

1983 10,232 acres were purchased by the State from willing sellers for creation of Sherburne
Wildlife Management Area. B
1985 Public Law 99-88 was enacted authorizing the Muldpurpose Plan recommended by the

Corps of Engineers. Details of the plan were based on the Treen Agreement.

1986 Public Law 99-662, Section 906, stated that the fish and wildlife enhancernent fearures

of the Multipurpose Plan shall be considered to provide national” benefits.

15,255 acres were purchased for the Atchafalaya National wildlife Refuge by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

1988 The Corps of Engineers began purchase of real estate interests beginning in the north
section of the Basin.

198894 Negotiations between Spate and Federal Agencies and interested groups 10 finalize timber

easements.




3.22 Current actions:

-J

Date

Activity

Nov. 1996

Dec. 1996

Jan. 1997

Apr. 1997

Apr. 1997-
Dec. 1997

Jan. 1998

Spring 1998

Apr. 1999

The District Engineer of the Corps of Engineers requested Governor Foster to
designate a lead agency to coordinate state participation in the Archafalaya Basin
Floodway System, Louisiana Project, authorized by the Congress. The Governor des-
ignated the Department of Natural Resources as lead agency and Secretary Caldwell
appointed Sandra Thompson, who had been Executive Director of the 1972
Atchafalaya Basin Division, as the Project Director. i

The Atchafalaya Basin Advisory Committee was created and members of thar
committee were appointed. '

The Advisory Commirttee held its first meeting to receive reports from represent-
atives of the Corps of Engineers concemning Corps’ activities and a list of tasks
which must be completed by the State.

Working groups were appointed, meetings held, and work begun on a Memorandum
of Understanding to be agreed to and signed by the eighr agencies involved. The
membership of the working groups included representatives of state and federal
agencies involved, industry, landowners, environmental groups, and concerned citizens.

The MOU was completed and signed.

The working groups completed the work program and schedules for developing a
Stare Master Plan, in cooperation with the Corps of Engineers, to present ro the
public, the Governor, and the Legislature.

Elements of the plan included: .
Public access (purchase of land)
Environmental concerns and purchase of easements
Water management .
Recreation -

A draft of the Master Plan was completed and circulated for review and comment to
the Working group members, the Archafalaya Basin Advisory Committee, and
others for review and comment. The Corps offered advice.

The report was printed and plans made .for statewide public meertings to secure
addirional input and to solicit support.

The plan will be presented to the Legislature for approval and funding.

3.31 Limiting Factors

A Water levels

The Basin is a floodway that experiences high and
low water levels. Because the floodway system is

3.30 Constraints and Limitations

used for flood control and must be capable of car-

rying 1,500,000 cubic feer per minute, develop-

ments, subject to Corps’ permitting of real esrate
authority within the protection levees, must be
limited to facilities which do not affect the carry-

ing capacity or can be removed (e.g. primitive
campgrounds, nature trails. etc.).




B. Nawvigation '
The Archafalaya Main Channel and the GIWW,
Alrernate Route are federally maintained waterways
open 1o barge wraffic. Such traffic always has the
rightotway.

C Public accessible land
The public has access 1o the following lands:
Federal fee-purchase lands
(Corps of Engineers)

1).S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Refuge

State lands (principally water-
bottoms and Wildlife
Management Areas)
approximately

To be purchased by State for
recreational purposes

Total with public access

50,000 acres:

15,000 acres

192,000 acres

1,500 acres
258,500 acres

The remaining 338,000 acres (approximately) are prir
vately owned over which the Corps is in the process of
purchasing environmental and development easements.
These easement rights do not require public access, how-
ever many landowners allow access.

The public has access © publidy—owned navigable
waterways. Public access 1© privately owned canals and
waterways is not required, however many landowners
allow access for recreational purposes:

D. Sedimentation

Plans for longterm use OF enjoyment in many areas
may be limited by build-up of sediments which may elim-
inate water access and which changes the character of
trees and vegetation.

3.32 Constraints

Conformity with federal and state laws and regulations
is required. Particular attenton is directed to the follow-
ing areas of concern: .

Fnvironmenta} protecion

Public health and safety

Funding requirements

Special laws and Corps’ regulations governing
this project
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4.00 PUBLIC ACCESS

4.10 Introduction

One of the primary goals of both State and Federal
Legislation and plans concerning the Atchafalaya Basin
is to provide for public access for fish and wildlife ori-
ented recreation in a manner which protects the envi-
ronment and does not unduly encroach on landowner
rights.

To achieve this goal, the Congress directed the Corps -

of Engineers to purchase in fee title, less minerals, from
willing sellers, 50,000 acres of land in the Basin.

4.20 Status of Public Land Acquisition
4.21 The Corps of Engineers

The Corps of Engineers, to date, has purchased fee title
(ownership, less mineral rights) for approximately
33,000 acres of land in the Atchafalaya Basin from will-
ing sellers. This area is illustrated on Fig. 4.00 A.

As shown, this land is located, primarily, north of 1110
and south of U.S. 190 and will be jointly managed
wildlife management areas, already designated and/or
under development in the area.

15,000 acres has been designated Indian Bayou

Archafalaya National Wildlife Area Refuge and operated
by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
Though not officially a part of the Corps’ Archafalaya
Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Projecr, it does pro-
vide public access and is important 1o include in the State

Master Plan.
The Refuge was established for the following purposes:

To provide for the conservation and managernent of fish
and wildlife within the refuge;

To fulfill the internatdonal treaty obligations of the United
States with respect o fish and wildlife; and

To provide opportunities for sciendfic research, environmen-
@l educadon, and fish and wildlifeoriented recreation, including
hunting, fishing, and trapping, bird watching, namre photogra-
phy, and others.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been requested
by Congressman Livingston to study the Archafalaya

Basin with the objective of locating lands for acquisition.
The Service will study the entire area of the project,

- including the land above Hwy 190 for possible purchase

as a national wildlife refuge. The Trust for Public Land
will be assisting the Service in the effort.

Wildlife Management Area.
Within Indian Bayou, 4,000
acres of land has been designar
ed, through the Louisiana
Natural Area Registry Program
as the Bayou Fordoche Namral
Area. This area is composed of a
series of lowland bayous sur
rounded by second-growth hard-
wood and bald cypress forests.
The area will be cooperatively
managed by the Corps of
Engineers, with advisory support
from the Nature Conservancy
which is the primary force
behind this designation, and the
Louvisiana  Department  of
Wildlife and Fisheries.

4,22 U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

The Service owns 15,000

DLPARTLICHT DF THL ST
WS, AIY INGLER DISTRCT, WOW ODRLLMG
ORFS OF [MCACIRS

LOWER MSSISSEn wALLLY DRVISION

ATCHA NAYA BASN FLOOCDWAT
LOCATION MARP

e |

acres designated as the

FIGURE 4.0(5 A: Fee land purchases by the Corps of Engineers
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4.23 The State of Louisiana

The State established the 26,000 acre Anakapas Island
Wwildlife Management Area in 1975 and, in 1983, pur
chased 10,232 acres of land for the Sherburne Wildlife
Management Area. Both areas ate operated by the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and both are dedi-
cated to the Project.

424 Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has shown 2 willing-
ness to take part in both fee simple and easement acqui
sition projects that, when completed, would protect the
biological diversity of the Archafalaya Basin. Their
involvement in the Basin © date has included negoriat
ing natural area registry agreements with private
landowners and the Corps of Engineers. These non-
binding agreements have been established in the Lake
Verret and Bayou Fordoche areas. The registry agree
ment with the Corps of Engineers includes a manage
ment plan designed to protect the natural communites
that oceur within the area. The Nature Conservancy has
experience throughout Louisiana crafing and closing
conservation Teal estate cransactions. Many of TNC's
projects in the swte have been cooperative  projects
including private individuals and federal and state agen-
cies. The expansion of the Attakapas WMA in the lower
basin is such an example. TNC has initiated discussions
with the Corps of Engineets © assist with the acquisition
of old-growth cypress swarp- It is TNC's strict policy ©
work only with willing sellers of private property.

4.30 State Lands Dedicated to the Project
4.31 The Treen Agreement

Under the Treen Agreement of 1982 (see Appendix
C), the State agreed to dedicate the following lands in the
Archafalaya Basin to the project for recreational purpos-
es:

A. Non-severed lands (acquired from the Bureau of
Land Management which title was never severed
from the State) - 450 acres;

B. Lake beds and navigable waterways claimed by the
Stare - approximately 150,000 acres;

C. The Dow donation lands - approximately 30,000
acres {in the Basin); See Fig. 4.00 B for Suate and
Dow lands.

D. Atakapas lsland Wildlife Management Area {(part
of “B" above). :

4 32 Ownership of Dedication

This dedication by the State 1 the Project does not
change the ownership of the lands. The Srate tetains dte
1 all the lands and will continue leasing for mineral pro-
duction, selective harvesing of some rimber, and camp-
site leasing on designated sites.

4.40 Remaining Acres to be Purchased
4.4 Corps of Engineers

A. Fee tide purchases

The Corps of Engineers is authorized to purchase
a total of 50,000 acres in fee tide, less minerals, of
land for public access in the Archafalaya Basin.
With 33,000 acres purchased, 17,000 acres temain
to be purchased and this purchase is targeted 10
cypress/tupelo stands to retain vestiges of that origr
nal forest that dominated the lower Basin.

The Corps has made an offer to purchase the
17,000 acres in the Flar Lake ares, less mineral
rights, and negofiations are ongoing-

All working groups have shown an interest in the
location of this cypress/mupelo area and have recom-
mended addidonal areas if the landowners of the
frst choice do not sell. See Fig. 4.00 C for locaton
of the first choice and additonal areas which have
been suggested.

B. Operation and maintenance of Corps fee tte lands &

Under the Congressional plan, the Corps is ©
enter into a management agreement with the State
(with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries as
the responsible State agency) for operation and
maintenance of the areas which will be designated as
wildlife management areas, if acceprable arrange
ments and agreements regarding management
philosophies can be reached.

Currently, the Corps and the Department of

Wwildlife and Fisheries are joindy managing the .
Sherburne and the Indian Bayou wildlife areas, with %

the Department doing the majority of work on

Sherburne, with the Corps’ major emphasis on the -

Indian Bayou area.
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When a Projecc Cooperative Agreement is in
place, this joint management will continue with the
Deparmment of Wildlife and Fisheries conducring
management as specified in the agreement The
Corps is ultimately responsible, since they cannot
abrogate this responsibility. Detailed annual and five
year estimated management plans will be submitted
to the Corps’ Operatons Project Manager, along
with the Corps’ management plans to be approved
and incorporated into the Operationa! Management
Plan. See Appendix D.

Quarterly updates will be submitted, reviewed and
discussed in quartetly management meetings. The
management of these lands will be funded on a 75%
Federal and 25% State ratic.

4.42 The State of Louisiana

A. Under the plan the State will select and purchase
1,500 acres of fee title land for recreational purpos-
es. The cost of this purchase will count as part of
the Smate’s cost-share (towards the tomal recreational
development costs - including acquisition and con-
struction) provided the location and use conforms
to guidelines set forth by the Corps of Engineers.

B. This land will provide space for the foliowing recre-

ational activities:

Developed campgrounds

Primitive campgrounds

Boat launch sites

[nterpretive center .
Narture trails -
Unique and scenic areas

The suggested location of these sites is llustrated
in Section 7.00 of this report.

4.50 Public Access to Waterways
4.51 Jurisdictional issues

A, General

Currently, public access is available to waterways
on State-owned lands, on Corps fee purchase lands,
on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lands, and on
all natural navigable waterways owned by the State.

B. Cenditons

Excerpts from a communication from Aworney
Newman Trowbridge, representing the Louisiana
Landowners’ Association:

1. Mot all navigable warzrways, however, are owned by the
State, since pipeline canals and other man-made waterways
which are navigabl: remain in private ownership.

2. Thar portion of Smwr-owned warerways between the ordi-
nary low water mark and the ordinary high water matk (the
“bank”) is awned by the riparian landowner. Banks, even
when covered with navigable warters, are subjecr only o public
use for very limited purposes.

EDITORIAL COMMENT: lLand bemween ordinary low
water and ordinary high water on’ lakes is owned by the Stte.

3. Issues relating ro which waterways are available for public
access, as well as the nature and exent of permissible access,
are very fact sensidve and can be extremely complex.

The LSU Law Institute prepared a report, dated March 23,
1993, demonstrating the nature of the issues and limimtions 1o
public access to warerways.

4. Many of the Statc-owned scenic waterways are bordered by
private lands, a fact whick may limit public access to the adja-
cent lands and the banks of the waterway, While some private
landowners have, either expressly or tcitly, allowed the public
1o access the banks of the streamn and the adjacent lands, many
others object to even temporary public use of privaely owned
lands and waterways. The objections are for a variety of reasons,
which indude: interference with the landowners' activities, Lit-
tering of the area, damage to wees and other vegemadon, and lia-
bility issues. It may be anticipated thar, as public use of the
waterways of the Atchafalaya Basin increases, wlerance of the
public’s use of privately owned lands and waterways may dimin-
ish unless the concems of private landowners are addressed
and potendal adverse impacts of temporary public use of private
lands are eliminated or drastically diminished.

4.52 Suggested Remedies

A. Assigning responsibility to Boat Tour Operators

Adverse impacts to the use of private waterways
can be eliminated, in part, by udlizing organized
boat tours. These tours can prevent passenger land-
ing except at authorized areas and can prevent, or
clean up, any littering which may occur. Tour oper-
ators, by posting a 2 bond and providing insurance,
can encourage landowners to enter into agreements
which allow access to certain areas on private lands.

Organized boat tours will handle most of the tourist
demand, but will not accommodare the local and
regional demand from those who bring their own
boats or canoes or rent craft from local suppliers.

B. State actions

Pessible actions by the State to address local and
regional use of waterways include:

Informing the public, through this report and
other means, that some waterways are private.




Encourage private landowners to allow limited
public use of privately owned Jands and water-
ways by enacting legislation which specifically lim-
its liability to persons accessing these areas. Some
legislation has been passed recently, but it is rec-
ommended that legislation referring specifically 1o
the Atchafalaya Basin be proposed.

4.60 Highway and Road Assessment
4.61 Roads within the Basin

A. Jurisdictional issue:

B. 4Access Road Recommendations:

Two roads within the Basin are Suate Highways:
La. Hwy. 105 from Butie LaRose intersection at I-10
to Kroz Springs, and La. Hwy. 975 from Kroz
Springs o the Whiskey Bay Interchange on 110

Both roads give access 10 Wildlife Management
Areas, thus are heavily used by sportsmen, hikers,
birdwatchers, and nature lovers.

Both roads require upgrading in some sections
and new overlay.

See Fig. 4.00 D.

Private service toads on top of levees —
are constructon roads for use by heavy 1’19
levee maintenance equipment under By
the jurisdiction of the Atchafalaya Levee | |
District, in cooperation with the Corps
of Engineers and, in some cases, the
Louisianz Depargment of Transporta-
tion and Development. ‘

Minimum highway requirements are
not met, since heavy equipment would
destroy the roads. Thus, public use,
while generally allowed, is not favored
for safety and conflictwith-maintenance
operations reasons.
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4 .62 Roads to the Basin

A. New roads recommended:

1. Investigate feasibility of new road from La. Hury.
77 at Grosse Tete to the East Protection Levee at
Upper Grand River for access to the Upper Flat
River area using Federal Trace guidelines;

1~

. Access road to tracts of land purchased by the
Corps north of [-10 which currentdy have no road
access. Access and rtoad construction are the
responsibility of the Corps of Engineers.

B. Upgrading recommended:

1. Pave unpaved sections of Henderson Levee Road
(at foot of levee on west side) from Henderson o
Verdunville and resurface entire road;

2. Add turning lane (3rd lane} on La. Hwy. 352 ar
Henderson from La. Hwy. 347 (ar 10} to
Henderson Levee Road and improve La. Hwy.
347 from Interchange to La. Hwy. 35Z. Rep.
Sydnie. Mae Durand has asked the Federal
Highway Department to investigate building a
new frontage road from the 110 Interchange at
Henderson to the Henderson Levee Road. This
endeavor would not be part of the ABFS,LA

Project.

3. Add wrning lane {or exit lanes) on La. Hwy. 70
at Morgan City at Lake End Park and to the new
parking areas from Lake End Park to the boat
race viewing stand.

4. Qverlay La. Hwy. 75 from Bayou Sorrel o Pigeon
and improve roadside drainage.

4.63 Access to Basin from Entry Points

Reguired access is included in Recreation Section

(7.00) as part of boat launch and cther recreation feature
requirements.

4.64 Acquire Rights-of-Way

1. Henderson - The Boulevard from opposite
boardwalk  point La. Hwy. 352 intersects
R.OW. the Henderson Levee Road to
Cypermart Crevasse - approximately 20
feet in width by 2 miles long.
(see Secton 7.00)

_!:.
-1

4.65 Land Tor Recreation Features:

Location of the 1,500 azres having a potential for recre-
ation development is shown in Section 7.00 of this
report.

4.66 Standards for Bastn Access Roads

It is recommended that local governing bodies adopt
standards governing access roads at all enuy points.
Standards should include:

A. Design requirements

1. Pull-offs with adequate parking should be installed for views
and photoops at all points of scenic, culnural, or special
interest;

2. Bicycle trils located on the oppesite side of the drainage
ditch for safery should be included. )

B. Aesthetic requirements

1. Signage should be consistent in stze and design and should
provide inforrnation concerning directions and explanation
of cuttural and historic points of interest. Maximum size of
2'x4’ is recommended;

2. Trees and vegemtion planted should be native species;

3. Permits should be required for all roadside developments
control type, location, and use thereby eliminating develop-
ments or use thar would detract from the natural serting.

C. Maintenance requirements

1. To achieve and maintain aesthetically pleasing entries o the
Basin, a high level of maintenance will be required, thus it
is recommended that the local authority responsible for
such maintenance enter into an agreement with the operat-
ing agency for each entry point transferring grass mowing,
landscape enhancement, and litter dean-up operadons for
the enance roads w the operating agency.

. Road maintenance and drainage conmrol should remain the
responsibility of the State or local governments.

T

4.70 Capital Costs (land)

The land purchases by the State are limited to sites for
recreational purposes. See Section 7.92 for lists.
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4.80 Capital Costs

(Roads to Recreation Projects)
Location item Miles Cost/Mile Toral
Kroz Springs | La. Hwy. 105 - Bure LaRose | 19 170,000 3,230,000
la. Hwy. 975 - Whiskey Bay 18 170,000 3,060,000
at 1-10
Ramah Feasibility of road w Upper
Grand River area 50,000
Bayou Sorrel | La. Hwy. 75 10 Pigeon 12 160,000 1,920,000
Morgan City | La. Hwy. 70 - 3lane 1.5 250,000 375,000
Henderson to 160,000
Verdunville Henderson Levee Road 1) 45 (aver.) 7,200,000
Henderson La. Hwy. 375 - 3dane 3 140,000 420,000
La. Hwy. 347 improve link
from 110 to La. 352 100,000
Total roads 16,355,000

Note: Costs based on average current coSts plus
allowance for cost increases o date of construction.

1) Study is underway for all sources of Federal funds
for this road, including the Hurricane Evacuation
Route already under discussion.

Capital costs for roads are included in this section of

the State Plan, since such roads, appropriately,
However, since the Atchafalaya Basin

public access.

are for

Floodway System, LA Project considers enly land pur-

chases as public access, the costs will

the Recreation Section {7.00).

4,90 Operation

be accumulated in

and Maintenance of

Corps’ fee-title Public Access Lands

4.91 Cost/share ratio

O&M costs for the 50,000 acres of land o be pur-

chased by the Corps and jointy managed with the Stare
will be shared at a ratio of 75% Corps and 25% State.
There is debate concerning whether State lands dedicatw
ed 1o the Archafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana
Project will qualify for the 75%/25% funding. 1If these
rwo WMAs are determined not be be a part of the ABFS,
La. Project, the State is prepared to seek additional
Federal authorization from the Congress to include

them.

4.92 Projected operation and maintenance costs for all
the WMAs (Sherburne, Amakapas, [ndian Bayou, and
the proposed cypress/tupelo area) and the Auxchafalaya
National Wildlife Refuge, owned by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and jointy managed with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fishesies, if current plans
are executed, are shown on the following tables:




PROJECTED ANNUAL OPERATING COST SHERBURNE Whia
[tem No. | Subroral Tortal State
Personnel:
Area Manager 1 54,000
Area Biologist 1 48,000
Toral 102,000
Benefits @ 239% 23,460
Total Personnel & Benefits 125,460 125,460
Indirect Costs (administrative. support, L
space, utilities, etc. @ 40%) 30,184 : -
Hired labor - 4820 hrs @ 25.16/hr _ 121,271 121,271
Total Personnel & Indirect 296,915
Contracrual:
Building replacement 23,600
Misc. land maintenance 26,600
Equipment replacement 9,070
Total Contractual 56,270 59,270
Expenses:
Misc. supplies 10,000
Travel & Per Diem (meetings) 4,000
Total Expenses 14,000 14,000
Total Operating Cost FY 97,98 370,185 320,001
Annual Operating Cost Aichafalaya National Wildlife Refuge
Total Stare
Cost/ Budget
Share Increase
Assumed to be the same as Sherburne 370,185 320,001

Operated by DWF for USFWS, a federal agency which owns the land, dhus not available for additional federat
funding, However, since aurrent operating budger is inadequate, the State’s share is induded in the Sz budget.

Projected Annual Operating Costs Atrakapas WMA

Item No. | Subtozal Toral State
Personnel:

Manager _ 1 54,000

Biologist (1/2 time) 1 24,000

Total State Service 78,000 - 78,000

Benefits @ 23% - 17,940 17,940
Indirect Costs (administrative. support,

space, utilites, ex=. @ 40% 38,376
Hired labor 2834 hrs @ 13.87 39,2095 39,2095

Total Personnel & Indirect 173,611 133,235
Contractual: '

Land/facility maintenance 33,500 .

Equipment replacement 11,000

Total Contracrual 44 500 44,500
Expenses: _

Misc. supplies 5,000

Travel & per diem (meetings) 3,000

Total expenses 8 000 8,000

Total Operating Cost FY 97/98 226,111 187,735




Projected Annual Operating Costs Cvpress/ Tupelo Refuge

Total State
Cost/ Budget
Share Increase
Assumed o be the same as Attakapas WMA 226,111 l 187,735

Projected Annual Operaung Costs Indian Bayou WMA

Total State
Cost/ Budget
Share Increase
Personnel:
Manager 1 54,000
Biologist {1/2 time) 1 24,000
Total State Service 78,000 78,000
Benefits @ 23% 17,940 17,040
Tndirect Costs (administrative SUppoTt,
space, utilites, eic) @ 40% 38,376
Hired labor 2834 hrs @ 13.87 56,000 56,000
Toral personnel & Indirect 190,316 151,940
Contractual:
Land/facility maintenance 35,000
Normal road/wrail/equipment
maintenance 1) 20,000
Totl Contracual 55,000 55,000
Expenses:
Misc. supplies 10,000
Travel & per diem (meertings) 5,000
Total expenses 15,000 15,000
Total Operatng Costs FY 97/98 260,316 221,940

1) Inidzl road construcion cost> 2dd-$100, 000/year for 5 years
(Corps’ cost - ot cost/. share)

PROJECTED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS ALL WMAs

Total State
Cost/ Budget
Share Increase
Sherburne WMA 370,185 320,001
Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge 320,001
Attakapas WMA 226,111 187,735
Cypress/Tupelo Refuge/WMA 226,111 187,735
Indian Bavou WMA 260316 | 221,940
Towl FY 97/98 1.082,723 [1,237412
Add 5% cost increase to beginning date (2 years)
Total FY 99/00 1,193,702 | 1,364,247

State Budget Increzse includes funds for the Atchafalaya Natonal W ildlife Refuge operation whicly are
ot available for addidonal federal funding cost/share.




PROJECTED 15 YEAR TOTAL OPERATING COSTS OF CURRENT
AND PROPOSED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES

Tl State

Cost/ Budget

Share Increase
DWFE Operating Costs FY 99/00 1,193,702 1,364,247
DWF Operating Costs FY 00/01 1,253,387 1,432,459
DWF Operating Costs FY 01/02 1,316,056 1,504,082
DWF Onperating Costs FY (2,/03 1,381,859 1,579,286
DWF Operating Costs FY 03/04 1,450,952 1,638,230
DWF Operating Costs FY 04/05 1,523,500 1,741,163
DWF Operating Costs FY 05/06 1,599,675 1,628,221
DWE Operating Costs FY 06/07 1,679,659 1,919,632
DWF Operating Costs FY 07/08 1,763,642 2,015,614
DWF Operating Costs FY 08/09 1,851,824 2,116,395
DWF Operating Costs FY 09/10 1,944 415 2,222.215
DWF Operating Costs FY 10/11 2,041,636 2,333,326
DWF Operating Costs FY 11/12 2,143,718 2,449,992
DWF Operating Costs FY 12/13 2,250,904 2,572,492
DWF Operatng Costs FY 13/14 2,363,449 2,701,117
Total DWF Operating Costs 15 yrs. 25,758,378 29,438,491

Cost increases calculated @ 5%/year

Note: DWF refers 1o joint management between the Corps of Engineers and the Louistana

Deparmment of Wildlife and Fisheries.
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5.00 ENVIRONMENTAL EASEMENTS

5.10 Congressional Plan
51 Background

U.S. Senate and House of Representatives resolutions
{23 March 1972 and 14 June 1972, respectively) stated
that the Corps should examine the Atchafalaya Basin
project with other State and Federal agencies to develop
“....a comprehensive plan for management and preserva-
ton of the warer and related land resources of the
Archafalaya River Basin, Louisiana.”

The results and key demils of the recommended plan
were facilitated by Governor David C. Treen in 1981 and
the following goals were adopted.

512 Goals of the Developmental Contro! and
Environmental Protection Easements:

The goal of the Developmental Control portion of the
easernent is to prevent development within the floodway
that would interfere with the conrinued unrestricted use
of the floodway for flood control purposes and help pre-
serve the environmental values of the Basin by prevent
ing destruction of fish and wildlife habitz (e.g. clearing
of forests for industrial development and permanendy
habitable strucrures).

The goal of the Environmental Protection portion of
the easement is preservation of fish and wildlife habitat
and maintaining the “wet and wild” environmental

appeal of the lower floodway by prohibiting the destruc-
rion of habimt through the conversion of land 1o other
uses {e.g. clearing of forests for agriculrural development)
and providing control over the method of cuming timber
by controlling clearcutting and promoting sustained yield
forestry practices.

5.20 Environmental Protection and Develbp-
mental Control Easements Purchased by the
Corps of Engineers

5.21 Purchases to date

The Corps of Engineers has purchased from landowners
the right to enforce certain developmental control and
environmental protection restrictions governing the use of
land on approximately 31,500 acres. This land is located
in the Basin between U:8. 190 and 1-10 (see Fig. 5.00 A)."

5.22 Additional easement purchases

Additional environmental protection and developmen-
tal control easement purchases will include all the
remaining land in private ownership, except for certain
natural tidges which have been developed, totalling
approximately 338,000 acres.

In addition, approximartely 190,000 acres of State-
owned lands, including the Dow donation and
Sherburne, are subject to similar restricions which will
be equal to, or stronger than the Corps’ restrictions.

LOWER MSSESPPVA LEY DVISoN
ATCRAF ALAYA BASH FLOQOWAY
LOCATION MAP

[Dater  FEprusar e |

FIGURE 5.00 A: Easement Land Purchases by the Corps of Engineers




5.23 Fiowage easements

Flowage easements have been purchased for 9,000
acres of land not subject to frequent overflow with an
additional 59,000 acres of flowage easements to be pur-

chased.

5 24 Activities allowed on Corps’ Easement Lands

Private ownership without required public access;

Future sale and/or lease of private propery subject to easer
ment;

Timber harvesting, except for certain species at particular sizes;
Oil, gas and mineral production and leasing;

Exising camps and/or structures © remain and new ones, if
consented by the Corps of Engineers;

Continued use of the property as it currently exists;
Huntng;

Fishing;

Camping;

Other recreational activities, and

Any activity which does nor conflict with the erms of the ease-
ment/servitude agreement.

5.25 The easement restricts the following:

Construction or placement of new permanenty habitable
dwellings;

Construction or placement of all other new structures, includ-
ing camps, unless a consent is granted by the Corps of
Engineers; excluding structires used in the exploraton, devel-
opment, and/or production of oil, gas, and other minerals.

Conversion or development of the land from its existing use to
another use (e.g. woods to cropland}; and

Harvesting cermin sizes and species of imber.

5.26 Timber restrictions concerning the harvesting
of certain sizes and species of timber include:

Prohibition of removal of any bald cypress greater than 42
inches in diameter at 10 feet above the ground;

Prohibition of removal of oak, ash and sweet pecan less than
30 inches in diameter at 12 inches above the ground, and
water tupelo and bald cypress less than 24" in diameter at Z
feet above the ground, unless an average of 40 square feet of
basal area per acre in any combination of these species is main-
wined (see Fig. 5.00 B).

Prohibition of removal of mees less than 16 inches in diameter at

12 inches above the pround within 200 feer from d
woody vepemtion along botly banks of certain channels;
however, m least one dearcur of 330 feer in width every

The channels referred 1o above are as follows:
Bayou LaRompe/Tensas Bay,’Spi‘cc Island Chute;
Lake Long/Bayou L'Embarrass/Lake Long/Grand 1
Archafalava River Main Channel;

Lower 2/3 of West Access Channel (Lirde 1
Bayou/Alligator Bayou);

Little Tensas Bayou/Upper Grand River;
Jakes Bayou/Bloody Bayou/Bayou Sorrel;

Little Bayou Pigeon (East of Bayou Figeon C
Bayou Pigeon).

These restrictions were negotiated and agr
the early 1990s by landowners, State anc
agencies, and major environmental groups.

5.27 Exceptions to timber harvesting restric

A. A procedure has been proposed for the
and granting of exceptions to the dmbe:
ing restrictions. The exceptions as drafu
be limited to purposes that are in the pul
est and also the best interest of forest h
sustainability of the Atchafalaya Basin e
and include the following: '

Removal of trees to control the spread of a
disease infection upon recommendatio
Department of Agriculture and Foresty, th
Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Se

Salvage removal of trees damaged or deserc
ural disaster (fire, wind, hail, ice, animals, i
eases, saltwater, extended flooding);

Wildlife habitar improvement requires a
100 stems per acre in any combinaton o
sweet pecan, bald cypress, or water tupelo, g
3 feet in height 1o be eswmblished on the area
by the Department of Agriculure and Fe
Corps of Engineers, and the U.S. Fish ar
Service.

B. Because the Corps of Engineers, the
Wildlife Service and the Staze all have pu
est mandates, all three will have a role
mining if specific exception requests §
granted.

C. The Environmental Easement Workir
will continue working to further defir
tions and proposed penalties.




The restrictions promote good
forestry management practices...
PLUS
Protect the habitat for our
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5.28 Corps of Engineers’ Camp Consent Policies and
Guidelines for camps in the Atchafalaya Basin on
Corps’ easement lands:

Existing strucaures on lands thar have no prior Corps’ ease-
ments will be given: a consent:

Movable structures, such as recreational vehicles, will yequire
consents if they remain in one location for more than 14 days
in a 30 day period;

Permanent campsite locations where RVs are placed on a reg-
ular basis, e.g. campgrounds, will require a consent;

Camps will be located adjacent 1o existing water bodies;
Camps will be spaced no closer than 5,000 feer aparr;
Camp sites are limited 1o one-half acre in size;

Structures are limited to a combined toml of 2,000 square feex.

The structure must be movable or raised to a level above the.

elevation designated by local ordinances;

All structures must comply with other smte and federal regula-
tory programs, such as Corps of Engineers Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act permits. These permirs will be issued separately by the
responsible agency;

All struetires and activities associared with them must comply
with the Endangered Species Act guidelines;

Floating souctares will be consented in a similar manner to
campsites; and

New docks with enclosed sides are prohibited.

5.29 Land Use Conversion Restrictions

Conversion of easement land from its current use to any
other use is prohibited unless the conversion returns the
land nearer to its natural state.

5.30 Monitoring and Enforc
Requirements on Corps Easement

5.31

A

Monrtoring

State responsibility

The State’s responsibility concerning developmenz a
ronmental easements is to supply personnel and sey
monitor compliance with the easements. The State ;
the Deparmment of Agriculrure and Forestry as the ke
agency for monitonng casements.

Federal legislation requires that the State provi
the cost related to the project's environmental feat
could include, but is not limited 1o, regular insp
determine if the easements are in compliance.
Cooperative Agreement will be developed to provic
cost/share mechanism.

The State (DAF) proposes to assume the
tasks:

1. Aerial and/or ground inspection of all easement a1
Basin ar least twice a year;

2. Required administrative and support services
inspecdons;

3. Partcipation in monthly one-day meetings with C
resentative(s} to discuss violatons or requested e
and to make field trips if necessary w resolve
determine extent of violanens, or justdficadon
bons;

4. Minimum quarterly reports of areas inspected :
dons noted. Violadons will be immediately rep
reports shall include:

Camera shots of viclatons
Location (GPS)

Description of violadon

Date and time of observaton




C. Federal responsibility

It is recornmended thar the following tasks be assumed

by the Cotps of Engineers:

1.

2

Aerial and/or ground inspectons at least twice a year;

. Inspections to derermine if the new stuctures reguladons

have been violated;

. Furnish location and faciliries required for monthly

meetngs;

. Determine ownership of areas where violagons occurred or

exemption is requested;

. Conducr all contmcts with owners concerning violadons or

exernptions and maintin all records concerning all contacts
and resoluton of violations or exemptons.

5.32 Enforcement

A. Federal responsibility
Since federal easements are involved, all enforcement actions
are the responsibility of the Corps of Engineers acting, if legal
means are necessary, through the U.S. Justice Department.

B. State Responsibility

The State's responsibility is limited to:

1. Assisting in derermining the extent of the viclation;

2.

Serving as a wimness al hearings;

3. Participaton in pre-zial conferences.

5.33 Suggested penalties

For dmber easement vicladons, a reparadon policy is recom-
mended such as requiring the plantng of site-suited native bot
tomland hardwood seedlings having a minimum_50% hard-
mast producing species, and with the remaining percentage
conmining a diverse assemblage of native species, requiring
any future fmber harvests to be in compliance with the ease-
ment regulatons unless an exemption is granted.

5.40 State Lands Dedicated to the Project

All state-owned properties in the Basin are dedicated to
the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana
Project. This dedication does not invoive transfer of own-

ership.

5.4 Lands involved

Non-severed — 450 acres {(approx.)

Dried lakebeds, navigable waterways — 150,000 acres
(approx.)
Dow Donation — 45,000 acres (not all in Basin)

See Fig. 5.00 C for location of these lands

i
.
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542 Activities on State-owned lands

A Timber harvesting

Timber harvesting guidelines on state-owned lands

(Louisiana R.S. 41:1001-1009) include:

. Any person who desires to purchase any dmber located

on property under the jurisdiction of the Division of Smre
Lands, shall file an applicadon to purchase, giving the
exact location, section, township and range and the types
of dmber he desires © purchase. The applicant shall
deposit the sum of one hundred dollars as evidence of

good faith.

. On receipt of an application to have tmber offered for

sale, the Assistant Secretary of the Office of Forestry shall
evaluate the current rnarker value and quantiry that could
be harvested based on sound foresoy practices.

. An advertsernent shall be published in the official jour

nal of the parish wherein the land is located serting forth
the description of the land on which the dmber to be sold
is located, the type and quandry of dmber, and the time
and place, and terms of the sale.

. The cmber so adverdsed shall be sold to the highest bid-

der by the sheriff of the parish wherein the dmber is locar
ed, at the tme mentioned in the advertdsement for the
consideration of bids.

. The adjudicatee of the dmber sold shall have the right of

ingress and egress at any tme for the purpose of remov-
ing the dmber from the land; provided that the tdme stp-
ulated to cut and remove the timber shall be fixed in the
adverdsement and in the act of sale, as well as the wpe
and size of trees to be cut

. Should the Swmte advertse and sell timber on State lands,

the dile w which is in dispute, a provision may be made
that the consideradon to be paid the state by the adjudi-
catee of the timber sold shall be deposited in escrow to be
held pending the final determination of the validity of the
ttle to the land or until the State and the grantee other
wise agree the payment should be made or released as
provided for in the agreement.

. Nowwithstanding any other provision of law, the cutding

or sale, or both, of standing cypress timber located on any
water bomom owned by the State of Louisiana is hereby

. prohibited except in the exercise of rights under a state

lease, rightofaway or permir.

B. Camp lease current policies and guidelines on State
owned lands in the Atchafalaya Basin:

1.
2.

Camps will be located adjacent to existing water bodies;

Camps will be located only in the 40 designated sub-divid-
ed areas managed by the Smte Land Office;

. Camp sites are allowed up 10 a maximum of two acres;

. Structures are limited to a combined toral of 2,000 square
feet. The strucmure must be movable or raised to a level
above the elevation designated by local ordinances;
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5. All structures and their associated utilides must comply C. Violations immediately reported and reports

with local, state and federal reguladons; include:
6. All structures must comply with othier smte and federal Camera shots of violations

regulatory programs such as Corps of Engineers Section Location {GPS)

404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers Description of violation

and Harbors Act permis. These permits will be issued Date and time of observation
separately by the responsible agency;
7. All stuctures and activides associated with them must .D' Enforcement methods are recommended to indude
comply with the Endangered Species Aex guidelines; A fines, increased lease costs and/or reparation if nec-
essary. As a part of the legislative package to be pre-
pared as a result of this master plan, rules and reg-
ulations including proposed penalties and fines will
be developed and presented to the louisiana

Legislature for approval.

8. New docks with enclosed sides are prohibited.

5.43 Monitoring and Enforcement on State-owned
Lands

It is recommended that the State Land Office and the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries {for State-owned
Wildlife Management Areas) assume the following tasks:

5.50 Capital Cost Estimates

The State has no responsibility for any of the capital

A. Inspection of all State lands in the Basin at least costs incurred in securing the easements or orherwise set-
twice a year; ting up this program. The State does agree to establish
B. Required administrative and support services for rules and regulations on Srate lands that are equal to, or

greater than, the Corps' easements.

those inspections;
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5.60 Maintenance and Operating Costs

5.61 Maintenance costs ;

Maintenance is considered part of Operating Costs _ l

({O&M).
5.62 Operating costs (O&M)

Operating costs are divided 75% Federal and 25%
State. Procedures for achieving these percentages will be
outlined in a Project Cooperative Agreement.

A. Monitoring tree harvesting easement regulations by
the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

1. Projected StareUp Costs (replacement every 5 years)

Jtem No. Unit Amount

Geographic Positioning System units:

Alrcraft wpe 1 2,800

Hand held type 2 1,100 2,200
Computers, lap top 2 2,500 5,000
2-way radios

Truck mount 2 500 1,000

Hand heid 2 500 1,000
Boat, motor, trailer 15,000
Trucks, 4-wheel drive 2 20,00 40,000
Total equipment costs Y 9//98 67,000
Costs projected (@ 3%/yr) to start FY 99/00 1,080

Replacement costs FY 03/04 80,000

Replacement Costs FY 08/09 92,742

Total equipment costs 15 years 243,841




L

on

2. Projected annual operating costs (DAF)

Neo.| Unit Subtotal Toral State
Budgert
Increase
Personnel:
Foresters 2 35,800 71,600 71,600
Technician(PT) 2 12,800 25,600 25,600
Secretary (PT 1 13,600 13,600
Totai personnel 110,800 -
Benefits @ 23% 25,484 25,484
Total Personnel & Benefits 136,284 136,284
Indirectcosts (space, equipment,
urlities, etc.) @ 40% 54,514 54,514
Contractual:
Aerial Detecdon 200 hrs @ 120 24,000 24,000
Supplies:
Office expense 7,000
Oll, gas, etc. - 3,000
WVehicle & Equipment repair
and maintenance supplies 7 5,000
Mensuraton tools & supplies 1,000
Total supplies 16,000 16,000
Total operating costs FY 97/98 230,798 176,284
Total projected to start in* FY 9900 325,535 265,433
DAF Operating Costs FY 00/01 267,178 204,071
DAF Operating Costs FY 01/02 280,537 214,275
DAF Operating Costs FY 02/03 294,564 224,989
DAF Operating Costs™* FY 03/04 389,292 316,238
DAF Operating Costs FY 04/05 324,757 248,050
DAF Operating Costs FY 05/06 340,995 260,453
DAF Operating Costs FY 06/07 358,045 273,476
DAF Operating Costs FY 07/08 375,947 287,150
DAF Operating Costs™** FY 08/09 487,486 394,250
DAF Operating Costs FY 09/10 414,481 316,583
DAF Operating Costs FY 10/11 435205 332,412
DAF Operating Costs -FY 11/12 456,965 349,033
DAF Operating Costs FY 12/13 479,813 366,485
DAF Operating Costs FY 13/14 503,804 364,809
Total DAF costs 15 yrs. 5,734,604 | 4,437,707

* includes 67,000 str-up equipment costs
includes 80,000 equipment replacement
***includes 92,742 equipment replacement

**

Cost increases calculated at 5%/year
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B. Projected Costs of Monitoring Easement Regulations

on State Land by the Stare Land Office:

1. Inirial Start-Up Costs - Replacement Every 5 Years

[tem NQO.| Unit Amount—’

Air Boar 1 23,000

4N heeler 1 5,000

GPS Unit (pormble) 1 11,000

40 heel Drive Vehicle 1 30,000

Toul equipment costs FY 97/98 69,000 |

Cores ;szcm 3@ 3%/v1) w0 s FY 99700 73.202 Costs for State -L'and Office are ba§ed On current per-
Replacement costs FY 03/04 82,300 sonnel .and benefits costs, plus cost increases of 5%/yr.
Replacement Costs FY 08,/09 05,513 | O smarting date FY 99/00.
Toral equipment costs 15 years 251,003 Equipment cost increases are calculated ar 3%/yr.

2. Annual Operating Costs (State Land Office)

No.| Unit Subtotal Total State
Budget
[ncrease
Personnel:
Field Officer (GS17) 1 41,000 41,000
Field Inspector (GS17) | 1 25,000 25,000
Toral personnel 66,000
Benefits @ 23% 15,180 15,180
Total Personnel & Benefits 81,180 81,180
Indirect Costs (space, equipment,
uzilities, etc. @ 40%) 20,272
Expenses:
Maintenance/fuel - vehicle 8,600
Maintenance/fuel - air boat 2,250
Travel and per-diem 16,000
Total expenses - 26,850 26,850
SLO Operating Costs FY 97/98 128,302 108,030
Tortal to start operation in FY 99/00 214,655 192,306
SLO Operating Costs FY 00/01 148,526 125,059
SLO Operating Costs FY 01/02 155,952 131,312
SLO Operating Costs FY 02/03 | 163,750 137,878
SLO Operating Costs** FY 03/04 - 254,328 227,162
SLO Operating Costs FY 04/05 180,535 152,011
SLO Operating Costs FY 05/06 189,562 159,612
SLO Operating Costs FY 06/07 199,040 167,593
SLO Operating Costs FYy 07/08 208,992 175,973
SLO Operating Costs *** FY 08/09 314,955 280,285
SLO Operaring Costs FY 09/10 230414 194011
SLO Operating Costs FY 10/11 -| 241,935 2037112
SLO operating Costs FY 1i/12 254 032 213,898
SLO Operating Costs FY 12/13 266,734 224,593
SLO Operating Costs I FY 13/14 280,071 235823
Towmal SLO Operadng Costs for 15 VIS. 3,303,481 2,871,228

" includes 73,202 start-up equipment costs
* includes 82,390 equipment replacement costs

* *x

includes 95,513 equipment replacement costs




3. Projected Total Monitoring of Easement
Regulations for 15 Years

Item Cost/Share State
Budget
Increase
Department of Agriculwre
and Forestry 5,734,604 | 4,437,707
State Land Office 3,303,481 1.821,228
Total 0,038,085 | 7,258,935

The State land Office has excess selfgenerated funds
which could be utdlized for this project, if authority 1
spend these funds is granted.
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6.00 WATER MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

6.10 Introduction
611 Background

Water management of the Atchafalaya Basin began in
the mid 1800s with the removal of a log jam at the head
of the Atchafalaya River, and accelerated after the 1927
flood with numerous COE dredging and levee projects
designed to improve flood control and navigation.

These projects served their purpose bur produced a
side-effect - an expedited change in the environmental
character of the Basin. '

This change in character was further hastened by
numercus actvides, including petroleum exploraton
and pipeline and other canals which altered the flow of
water to areas in the Basin, thus interfering with the
watering and dewatering cycle This alteration in water

flow is illustrated in Fig. 6.00 A.

The U.S. Senate and House of Representatives resotu-
tons (23 March 1972 and 14 June 1972, respectively)
stated that the Corps should examine the Atchafalaya
Basin project with other State and Federal apencies o
develop: “....a comprehensive plan for management and
preservation of the water and related land resources of
the Atchafalaya Basin, Louisiana, which would indude
provisions for reductons of siltation, improvement of
water quality, and possible improvements of the arez for
commercial and sport fishing”. '

6.12 Stated Goal —

The State’s principal
interest is to restore, where
possible, and tw preserve,
where feasible, the natural
habitar that has made the
Axchafalaya Basin a national
treasuire, a part of Louisiana’s
culture, and an educatonal,
economic and recreational
asset for the p‘ublic.

Therefore, the goal of the
management Units is to pro-
long the expected life of
some habitazs that may
become scarce through dme
(primarily aguatic and
cypress/tupelo habitats) by

managing sediments, while 3., Nawsal Habitat

at the same time achieving a healthy water circulagon pac
tern that will maintain or restore water quality. Sediment
laden water would be directed to areas that would naturaliy
be undergoing accreton (e.g. natural levees, overbank areas)
or o mainuined areas designed to trap sediments, thus pro-
longing the existence of swamp and aquatc habitats.

Since other Federal and Federal/State programs impact,
or are impacted by, the Archafalaya Project, careful coordi-
nadon with these programs will be required to achieve opti-
mum results in the public interest

6.20 Selection of Water Management
Projects

6.21 Background

Many environmental and conservation groups were
organized to call attention to siltation and water circula-
tion issues. Ben Skerrerr became one of the leading
spokespersons advocating a re-evaluation of projects in
the Basin that affected natural water flow.

The Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (P.L.
99.662) recognized the importance of environmental
enhancement in the Basin and authorized the construc-
tion of two pilot water management units with imple-
mentation of future units to be at the discreton of the
Chief of Engineers, after evaluation of the operational
success of the pilot units. The Corps is advocating the

'use of adaptive management principles in the implemen-

mtion of the management units meaning that certain
actions will be mken and then evaluated. Furure recom-
mendations may be changed based on these evaluations

Charles Fryling




I 100% . : . lated from the river by levees, and recom-
Yo ‘ {  mended thar structures should divert water
from the river into both Henderson Lake
HOTE: Bn’iidfo'nfbllchiirga'u! and Alabama B.a'g.rou. .
T approximaisiy 425,000 Currently design of those projects has not
cublc tul per zocond{cls) been completed. The Alabama Bayou (also
known as Sherburne) structure work is
being pursued.

B. The Impact Statement also delineated 13
Eosl Ireshwaler proposed water management units (see
disirlbuiion channel Fig. 6.00 B). Later Corps studies indicat-

| - ed that 5 of those units “have the best

wes! [reshwaler
distribulion chonnel

potential for implementation”. These
Wes! gccess Eost gccess :
channe! thonnel units are:
 Buffalo Cove

Henderson Lake
East Grand Lake

: i Beau Bayou
| Cocodrie Swamp
;! These 13 water management Units were pro-
: posed in the first feasibility study of the
: LESEND, , ~ Atchafalaya Basin completed in 1982.
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: FIGURE 6.00.A: The Corps” Water Distribution Plan

. b M \ 4 East Grand Lhke
i and possibly some actions may be reversed or altered. /
W
: Fumire management units will be individually evaluared © @
determine their potental effectiveness for Tetining or restoring . /
desirable environmental values. Sorne improvements may be e
achieved by selective closing of canals that allow sedimentladen rext ‘g
waters © reach backswamp aress, and by selective opening of + ldentified as navitg

dredged mmaterial banks or naral levees w improve water flow : for tnpleseneation
pattems. ‘ \d
6.22 Initial Selections A

3

A.The Corps of Engineers, in part of the =

[]
Wil

Environmental Impact Statement (1982) noted the FIGURE 6.00 B: Proposed
necessity to restore some water flow into areas iso- Water Management Units




C. In the funding bill, the Corps was authorized to
work on two pilot water management projects:
Buffalo Cove
Henderson Lake
Subsequent input from local groups convinced the

Corps to accelerate the Buffalo Cove unit as a pilot

unit to be implemented and work is underway at

this time to complete surveys and swudies.
Construcdon of this project, pending funding, can

then proceed. See Fig. 6.00 C

[
G

Buffalo Cove is
primarily  located
orn  Sue lands
which were dedicas-
ed to this and other
project purposes.
Other State lands
required for other
water management
projects are similar-
ty dedicated; how-
ever, the Corps will
purchase appropri-
ate Ttights from
landowners if the
project is located,
or affects, private
lands.

6.23 Water
Management
Working Group
Recommendations

A. The Group recommends that the proposed draft
rating factors be wtilized t© determine if the five other
units selecred still have the best potential for imple-
mentation. See Appendix E.

B. The Group recommends that the second water
managemen: unit to be implemented {concurrent

with Buffalo Cove) should be:

Flat Lake Management Unit {currently referred w
as the East Grand Lake study area which is the Flat
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FIGURE 6.00 C: Buffalo Couve
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Lake unit expanded to include the area within the
Upper Belle River unit).

C. The Group also recommends that the compledon
of the Alabama Bayou (Sherburne) project be
accelerated and that planning for the Bayou
Courtableu (Henderson Lake) project commence
under separate authorities.

D. The group recommends that Cow Island and
Lake Warner Units receive a Corps review.

The Corps has emphasized that the success of future
water Tnanagement Units, 1o a great extent, is dependent on
the success of the pilot water management unit projecs.

. §.24 Recommendations for Buffalo Cove Water
Management Unit

A.A smdy is underway within the Corps of
Engineers regarding the Buffalo Cove water man-
agement unir. '

In the interim, some steps can be taken to
begin providing benefits before the project is com-

pleted. It is recommended that the following
actions be taken as soon as possible and be coor-
dinated with public input:

Actions should include gapping spoil banks in the
northern and middle porton of the management
unit, repairing weirs that are allowing sediments into
interior swamps, and removing sediments and
debris from waterways or gaps in spoil banks.

Examples:

a. Open one of the closures along the river 10
provide water flow into Mile Point Chure
when river stage is approximarely 13 feet ele
vation on the Butte LaRose gauge. See Fig.
6.00 D for location.

b. Excavate/maintain gaps in the banks of the
Phillips Canal (west of the weir and east of Si
Bon Canal) and in the oil field canals south
of there. Repair Phillips Canal and Crook

Chene Cove weirs.

c. Excavate gaps in the Florida Gas Canal on
the eastern side of the Buffalo Cove unit.

LEGEND
REPAIR WEIRS O

GAPS IN SPOILBANKS  twsscam-mmr

CARTOGRAPHMY BY: LAMAR HALE. LSU . ™\

FIGURE 6.00 D: Weirs and Gaps for Buffalo Cove




‘ 6.25 Recommendations for East Side Water Flow lar water flow problems. An example of one scludon is

| Problems illustrated on Fig. 6.00 E. Productive meetings with

‘ pipeline owners are angoing 1o secure support for spoil
Members of the Water Management Working Group bank curs and gaps. Landowner support will be sought
investicated the Upper Belle River area and found simi- also.
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FIGURE 6.00 E: Suggested Canal Spoil Bank Cuts

NOTES: SPOIL FROM EXCAVATION WILL BE ATCHAFALAY:ATENA%tIG&AED\Sgﬂ?:’ COMMITTEE]

PLACED ON BANKS OF CANAL
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EXCAVATION WORK TO BE PERFORMED PROPOSED OPENINGS
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FIGURE 6.00 E: Suggested Canal Spoil Bank Cuts
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6.30 State Responsibilities

The Water Resources Development Act of 1685 (P.L.
99.662) authorized the federal government to pay 100%
of the first cost of environmental enhancement features,
since the benefits were national in scope. The Act also
authorized the federal government o pay 75% of the
operation and maintenance cost of these features.

6.31 State Responsibility for Design of units:

The State will provide technical and engineering advice
on the design and construction (if necessary) of water
management units and will provide a letter of intent to the
Corps indicating the State’s commitment to a cost/share
agreement. See Appendix F.

6.32 State Responsibility for Operation and
Maintenance

The State will provide the following: ‘

A. Monitoring of conditions by the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries to determine effectiveness of
the project, including:

Sampling of water quality and foodweb organisms; fish sampling
See Section 6.51 for complete program

B. Monitoring of conditions by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry to determine effectiveness
of project, including:

Tree and vegetation condition

C. The Department of Nawral Resourses will work
with the oil and gas industry 1o accomplish the fol-
lowing:

Encourage selective cutiing of gaps in spoil banks of canals and
resomation of the canals’ cross secional areas in instances where
sediment has restricted the canals' ability 1 ransport water to the
interior of the Basin. 1t is recommended thar the Deparment of
Narural Resourees set up a section, with equipment and suff, ©
provide this service and that an oversight commitiee, composed
of Corps, USFWS, DWF, DAF, and oil and pipeline represen-
1atives, be formed to advise DNR in this operation.

Rescarch the possibility of estblishing a mitigadon bank s
that cooperating oil and gas companies may €arn credit
against some furure projects.

D. The adjustment of responsibilies and funds transfer
procedures will be worked out in a General Agreement
1o be negotiated with the Corps in mid1998.

. Some of the units could be pursued under different
authorities, such as the Water Resources Development
Act, Section 1133 or Secton 206 authoriy, and if so,
the ratio of costs may be different (up t© 35% Stare).

6.40 Capital Cost Estimates

All capital costs are the responsibility of the Corps of
Engineers.

6.50 Operation, Maintenance, and
Rehabilitation Cost Estimates

6.51 Program Management

Three state agencies will be involved and will manage

their own activities under the overall general oversight,
coordination, and administration of the Project Manager.

Project Manager costs are listed in Section 8.00.
6.52 Department of Wildlife and Fisheries {DWF)

A. Sampling of Water Quality and Food-Web
Organisms
This work will be conduced by Louisiana Smwe University
Agriculueal Ceneer (LSU) under contrace with DVWE.

LSU Ag. Center {Louisiana Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit and Louvisiana State University) was selected
because, during the last 25 years, more than 80 scientstyears of
aquatic research effort have been invested in the Avchafalaya
Basin. The most tecent worl, for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, has involved an investigation of passible
ways o diminish fish kills that result from burricanes. That
work led © the development, by the LSU Ag. Cener and the
Deparment of Wildlife and Fisheries of 2 water quality and
fisheries monitoring plan. That plan will be used in this Project.

Purpose:
Water quality monitoring to determine impact of water
management projects on the water environrment

Number monitoring sites:
2050 depending upon size of water management Unirs.

Sampling frequency: (keyed to flood pulse)
2/month (spring through early fall)
1/month (winter)
daily (at locations during flooding to monitor
impact of construction activities)

Analysis (for all sites): _
temperature, specific conductance, pH, dis-
solved oxygen, oxidation-reduction potential,
flow velocity, and light attenuation (all using in
situ sampling equipment), and water ievels
{reading Corps’ monitors), accretion and depth
datz;

Analysis for selected sites: {relative to flow patierns)
essential nutrients, minerals, determination of
phytoplankion, zooplankton, vegetable dwelling
invertebrate densities.

L g A L ST




1. Eguipment starvup costs Operations estimated costs (owo fnanagement units)
{(water quality - LSU)
ftem No.| Unir | Amount
Equipment {laboratory & Buffale Cove 311,760 234,400
field upgrades, shockboars, East Grand Lake 380,416 283,440
COTpULers, in situ water |’ ' Total FY 97/98 692,176 517,840
MOnitors) Total FY 99/00 763,124 570,919
Buffalo Cove Project 25,0600 -
Replacement FY 03/04 29,852 Cost increases are calculated ar 3%/vear.
Replacement FY 08/09 34,607
East Grand Lake Project 125,000
Replacement FY 03/04 149,257 )
Replacement FY 08’09 173,030
Total for 2 projects 15 years 536,746 Equipment costs increases are calculared at 3% yr.

2. Annual Operating Costs (LSU under conrract to DWF) for two management units simultaneously

No.| Unit Subtotal Total State
Costs/ Budgert
Share Increase
Personnel:
Buffalo Cove:
Personnel -
Research Associate 2 40,000 80,000
Benefits @ 23% 18,400
Total 98,400
Secretary (PT) 10,000
Research Asst. 5 15,000 75,000
Technicians (PT) 5 2,000 10,000
Total Personnel 193,400 193,400
Indirect Costs @ 40% 71,360 77,360
LSU Ag Center waiver -77,360
Expenses.
Travel & per diem 6,000
Supplies/Services 35,000
Total Expenses 41,000 41,000
L Total Buffalo Cove 311,760 234,400
“East Grand Lake:
Personmnel:
Research Associate 3| 40,000 120,000
Secretary (PT) 8,000
Total 128,000
Benefits @ 23% h 29,440
Research Assistant 5 15,000 75,000
Technicians 5 2,000 10,000
Total Personne! & Benefits 247,440 247 440
Indirect Costs @ 40% 96,676 956,976
LSU Ag. Center waiver ‘ -96,976
Expenses:
Travel & per diem 6,000
Supplies/Services 35,000
Total Expenses 41,000 41,000
Total East Grand Lake 380,416 283,440
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1SU AG. CENTER PROJECTED 15 YEAR OPERAT- B. Fish Sampling
ING COSTS OF WATER QUALITY MONITORING This work will be conducted by the Department of
(for Buffalo Cove and East Grand Lake - or their equivalent) Wildlife and Fisheries (DWEF).
Purpose:
Total State To determine the effects of the water manage-
Costs/ Budger ment projects by monitoring changes in adult fish
Share Inerease and crawfish distribution and abundance. i
LSU Operating Costs FY 99,/00” 913,124 720919 . Number sampling sites: ﬁ _ i
LSU Operating Costs £Y 00/01 801,280 599,465 8-15 depending upon size of water management !
LSU Operating Costs FY 01/02 841,344 629,438 plLOjECt. - ‘I
1.SU Operating Costs FY 02/03 883,411 660,910 ) ‘l
1SU Operating Costs FY 03/047* | 1,106,691 §73,063 Sampling frequency: &
| LSU Operating Costs FY 04/05 973,961 | 728,654 Weekly or biweekly depending upon river |
1.SU Operating Costs FY 05/06 1,022,659 765,087 stages, season, and changing water conditions :
LSU Operating Costs FY 06/07 1,073,792 803,341 Monthly sampling of fish (experimental gill :
LSU Operating Costs FY 07/08 1,127,482 843,508 nets and electrofishing) and crawfish (traps).
1.5U Operating Costs FY 08/09**” 1,394,493 1,096,320 .
LSU Operating Costs FY 09/10 1,243,049 929,967 Analysis: . _
LSU Operating Costs FY 10/11 1,305,201 976,465 Temperature, s;;ec:aﬁc ;onduccance, pH, anq dis-
15U Operating Costs FY 11/12 1370461 | 1,025.288 solved oxygen (using in situ water quality monitor).
LSU Operating Costs FY 12/13 1,438,984 | 1,076,552 Monitor biotic assemblages and abiotic habitat
LSU Operadng Costs FY 13/14 1,510,933 § 1,130,380 characteristics to determine whether hypoxic
Toml Operating Costs 15 Yrs. 17,006,865 | 12,859,359 regions in the Management Units have been

reduced in volume, either vertically and/or hori-
zontally, due to construction and water manage- i
ment activities.

*includes 150,000 equipment purchases

**includes 179,109 equipment replacement

***includes 210,637 eauipment replacement ; -

Cost increases calculated @ 5%/year for operation. Increased diversity and abundance of rtesident
fishes and invertebrates will indicate that the pro-
ject has improved water quality.

Operations estimated costs (two management units)

1. Initial starvup costs {equipment replacement every five

years)
' Fish SamplingDWF ‘
Trem NQO.| Unit |Amount

Equipment

Shockboat 2 {30,000 | 60,000 :

Neming boat 2 15,000 | 30,000
Water Quality Units 2 | 6,000 | 12,000 5
Truck 2 16,000 | 32,000

Boat shed 1 40,000

Computer 2 | 3,000 6,000
Towl Buffalo Cove and East Grand Lake kX
ot equivalent unis {FY 97/98 costs) 180,000 P!
FY 99/00 increase @3%;/yr {purchase) 190,962 :

Replacement FY 03/04 214,930

Replacement FY 08/09 249,163

Towl for wo projects for 15 yrs. 655,055

Equipment cost increases are calculated at 3%/ year.




2. Annual Operagng Costs (Fishi sampling)

No.{ Unit Subrotal Total State
Budget
Increase
Buffalo Cove:
Personnel
Biologist 1 40,000
Specialists 2 12,500 23,000
Secretary (PT) 1 1 3,300
Tortal 68,300
Benefits @23% 15,700 _
Total Personnel & Benefits 84,000 54,000 i
Indirect Costs @ 40% 33,600 ,
Expenses
Travel & per diem 2,600
Supplies/Services 13,400
Total Expenses 16,000 16,000
Total Buffalo Cove 133,600 100,000
East Grand Lake:
Personnel:
Biologist 1 40,000
Speciatists 3 12,500 37,500
Secretary (PT) 1 2,500
Total Personnel 80,000
Benefits @ 23% 18,400
Totwl Personnel & Benefits 88,400 98,400
Indirect Costs @ 40% 39,360 '
Expenses:
Travel & per diem 2,600
Supplies/Services 14,000
Total Expenses 16,600 16,600
Total East Grand Lake 154,360 115,000

DWTF Projected Costs for Moﬁitoring Buffalo Cove and
East Grand Lake {or Equivalent Water Managemernt

DWF Projected 15 Year Costs

6-9

Units)
Total State
Costs/ Budget
Share Increase
Buffalo Cove 133,600 100,000
East Grand Lake 154,360 115,000
Total FY 97/98 287,960 215,000
Total FY 99/00 317,476 237,038

*includes 190,962 equipment purchases
**includes 214,930 equipment replacement
* **includes 249,153 equipment replacement
Cost increases are calculated at 5%/'vear.

Total State
Costs/ Budget
: Share Increase
DWF Operating Costs FY 99/00* 508,438 428,000
DWF Operating Costs FY 00,01 333,350 748,890
DWTF Operating Costs FY 01/02 350,018 261,335
DWF Opemting Costs FY 02/03 367,519 274,402
DWTF Operating Costs FY 03/047 600,825 503,052
DWEF Operadng Costs FY 04/05 405,150 302,528
DWF Operating Costs FY 05/06 425,450 317,654
DWF Operadng Costs FY 06/07 446,723 333,537
DWF Operadng Costs FY 07/08 469,059 350,214
DWEF Operating Costs FY 08/09***| 741,675 616,888
DWF Operating Costs FY 08/10 517,138 386,111
DWF Operating Costs FY 10/11 342,995 405,417
DWF Operadng Costs FY 11/12 570,145 425,688
DWF Operating Costs FY 12/13 598,652 446,972
DWF Operating Costs FY 13/14 628,585 469,321
Total Operating Costs for 135 yrs 7,505,762 5,770,009




C. Control of Nuisance Aguatic Vegeration

This wotk will be con- Neo. | Unit Subiotal Total State
ducted by the Department Budget
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Increase
Nuisance Agquatic Plant | Personnel
Secrion, whose employees Biologist Supervisor
have been certified to apply (parmime) 1 30,000
the restricted use of pest- Workers, Aquatic
cides necessary to control Conrrol 8 22,700 | 181,600
aquatic vegetation and have Total State Service 211,600 211,600
extensive experience in the Benefits % 23% 48,668 48,668
Basin. Tndirect Costs {administrative support

space, utilites, etc.@ 40% 104,107
hyﬁftmﬁ?‘f;‘f ﬁ;;i;n;" i —_Tod Personnel & Indirect 364,375 | 260,268
, ; Xpenses:
;g;ﬁ;ﬁg: aggaffj;: l‘ﬁoﬁ Supplies & chemicals 100,410
this plan and also have a Travel 6,000
deleterious impact on water Totl EXPEnses - 106’41(,) 106,410
quality. Total Operarting Costs FY 9 /98 470,785 366,678
Total Operating Costs FY 99,/00 519,040 404,263
FQUIPMENT COSTS
Boats. Trailer,trucks
spray eguipment, ecl.
FY 97/98 prices 206,500
FY 99/00 prices 219,076 219,076 219,076
Replacement FY 03/04 246,572 246,572
Replacement FY 08/09 285,845 285,845
Total Equipment Costs 15 years 751,493 751,493

ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS

FOR CONTROL OF AQUATIC PLANTS

Cost increases for operating costs calculated at 5%/year.
Cost increases for equipment costs calculated at 3%;/year

Note: This aspect is currently not a part of the ABFS, LA. Project.
Additional Federal authority may be sought

D. DWF PROJECTED 15 YEAR TOTAL WATER
- QUALITY MONITORING AND FISH SAM-
PLING FOR BUFFALO COVE AND EAST
GRAND LAKE {or their equivalent} and AQUATIC

PLANT CONTROL

Total State
Costs/ Budget
' Share Increase
1SU Ag. Center Water
1 Quality Monitoring 17,006,865 112,859,359
DWF Fish Sampling
Monitoting 7,505,762 | 5,770,009
DWF Aquaiic Plant
Control 11,951,682 | 9,737,403
Total for 15 years 36,464,309 | 28,366,771
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DWF PROJECTED 15 YEAR OPERATING COSTS 6.53 Department of Agriculture and Forestry
FOR AQUATIC CONTROL FOR THE (DAF) '
ATCHAFALAYA BASIN WATER AREAS

A. Monitoring tree and vegetation stress resulting

Towl - Sate from construction and water management achvi-
Costs/ Budger ties
Share Increase 1. Initial stareup costs
DWF Operating Costs FY 99,/00° 738160 | 623,339 _ L _
DW-F Opcra'cing CUSES FY 00/01 544‘992 424,476 A_“ equ}pmen[ rﬁqulrﬁd 15 lnch.lded in T.he
DWF Operating Costs FY 01,02 572242 445,700 DAF's environmental monjtoring duties
DWF Operating Costs FY 02/03 600854 | 467,985 | (Section 5.00).
DWF Operating Costs FY 03/04*~ 877,469 737,936 2. Annual Operating Costs:
DWF Operatng Costs FY 04/05 662,442 | 515953 5
DWF Operating Costs FY 05/06 695,564 | 541,751 Hrpose: _ _
DWEF Operating Costs FY 06/07 730342 366,839 To determine what impact, if any, the con-
DWE Operatln: Costs FY 07/08 266.859 597 78] struction and operation of water management
DWF Operating Costs FY 08/09°* 1,001,047 { 912,990 projects has had on trees and vegetation.
DWF Operating Costs FY 09/10 845,462 658,502 Number inspections:
DWF Operating Costs FY 10/11 887,735 953,022 Aerial monitoring-l/year to detect stress
DW/F Operating Costs FY 11/12 932,122 | 725,998 Water/land monitoring - as required to inspect
DWF Operating Costs FY 12/13 978,728 762,298 stressed areas, but no less than annually
DWTF Operating Cosws FY 13/14 1,027,664 800,413 Analvsis:
DWF Opersting Costs for 15 11,951,682 | 9,737,403 nEYSIS: _
PETEAng 0SB o o vears - Growth rate, regeneration, and stress charac-
“includes inidal equipment costs (219,076) teristics for scientific and photographic record.

**inciudes equipment replacement costs (246,572)
Cast increases are calculated at 5%/vear. (285,845)

OPERATING COSTS (DAF)

No. | Unit Subtoral Total State
Costs Budget
Share Increase
Personnel
Forester {PT) 1 10,000
Technician (PT) 1 3,500
Secretary (PT) 1 1,000
Toral personnel 14,500
Benefits @ 23% 3,335
Total Personnel & Benefits 17,835 17,835
Indirect costs (administrative support,
space, utilities, etc. @ 40%) 7,134
Contractual:
Aerial detection 4hrs @ 120 480 480
Supplies:
Office 300
Fuel 800
Travel & Per Diem ' 1,000
Toral supplies 2,100 2,100
Total Operating Cost FY 97/98 27,549 20,415
Projected w probable starting dare:
Total Operating Cost FY 95/99 28926 | 21,436
Total Operating Cost FY 99/0C 30,372 22,508

Cost increases are calculated ar 5%,//year.
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DAF PROJECTED 15 YEAR OPERATING COSTS FOR MONITORING
WATER MANAGEMENT UNITS

Total State
Cost/ Budger
Share Increase
DAF Operating Costs FY 99/00 30,372 22,508
DAF Operatng Costs FY 00/01 . 31,891 23,633
DAF Operating Costs FY 01/02 33,486 24,815
DAF Operating Costs FY 02/03 — 35,160 26,056
DAF Operating Costs FY 03/04 36,918 17,359
DAF Operating Costs FY 04/05 - 38,764 28,727
DAF Operating Costs FY 05/06 40,702 30,163
DAF Operating Costs FY 06/07 42,737 31,671
DAF Operating Costs FY 07/08 44,874 33,255
DAF Operating Costs FY 08/09 47,118 34,918
DAF Operating Costs FY 09/10 49,474 36,664
DAF Operating Costs FY 10/11 51,948 38,497
DAF Operating Costs FY 11/12 54,545 40,422
DAF Operating Costs FY 12/13 517,272 47 443
DAF Operating Costs FY 13/14 60,136 44,565
DAF Operating Costs for 15 years 655,397 485,696
Cost increases are calculated at 5%/year.
6.54 Department of Natural Resources (DN R) 4. Cuts and Gaps
The Water Management Working Group h .
A. The DNR role is fourfold: ed the lease or pubrchase of a dreggf aildpstifsﬁ:;cz:r;;:ri

don to mainmin the integrity and quanitty of water flow.
The unit will be based in Morgan City (AMACCenter).

a. Initial Start-Up Costs (DNR)

1. Engineering consulmtion, when requested, concerning
design of water management projects;

2. Oil and gas industry liaison concerning spoil banks and

other industry-retated activities which impact water flow; Unit
3. Investigate possibility of esmblishing a Mitigation Bank Ttem Quantty| Cost Total
for industry activitdes; Dredge, with all
4. Provide and maintin cuts and gaps in spoil banks and NEeCesSATY accessories
canal cross-sections where sedimentation has blocked | and barge mounted 1 330,000
water flow. 20° Work Boat, 75HF 1 15,000
B. Operation Costs (DNR) Boat trailer 1 4,000
| Erginceri ladon: Truck, 1/5 ton;
. Engineering consultation: crewcab 1 16,000
One engineer will be available to assist the Corps of Tota) Equipment
Engineers, at their request, with costs billed on a dme and FY 97/98 costs 365.000
material basis. - :
Total Equipment
2. Oil and Gas Industry Liaison FY 99/00 costs 387,229
The Project Manager will assume this responsibility. Costis Replacement (less dredge)
included in the Management Budger (see Section 8.00). FY 03/04 43,009
3. Midgaton Bank R;I;I—“g’se;]o%nt (less dredge) 49 859
The Project Manager will assume this responsibility. Costis !
included in the Management Budget (see Secdon 8.00) Eguipment cost increases are calculated ar 3%/yr. Extensive annual

maintenance should prolong the life of the dredge for 15 vyears.




b. Operating Costs (DNR}

No. | Unit Subtotal Total State
Budger
[ncrease
Personnel
Manager/hvdrologist 1 60,000
Secretary/driver 1 15,000
Dredge Operator 1 50,060
Helper/mechanic 1 20,000
Toral personnel 145,000 )
Benefits @ 23% 33,350
Total personnel & benefits 178,350 178,350
Indirect costs (administrative supporr,
space, utilities, etc. @ 40%) 71,340
Contracrual:
Transp. costs dredge 30 1,100 } 33,000
Retention dikes 6 12,500 75,000
Major maintenance 20,000
Landrights spec. 10,000
Total contracrual 138,000 138,000
Expenses: '
Travel & per diem 10,000
Fuel, grease, etc. 40,000
Pipe replacement 1,000
Supplies, office 500
Supplies, field 10,000
Total Expenses 61,300 61,500
Annual Operating Cost FY 97/98 449,190 377,850
Annual Operating Cost FY 99/00 495,233 416,580
DNR PROJECTED 15 YEAR COSTS FOR WATER 6.55 PROJECTED TOTAL 15 YEAR WATER MAN-
MANAGEMENT FEATURES AGEMENT COSTS
Total State Cost/Share State
Costs/ Budger Budger
Share Increase Increase
Towul DNR Costs for FY 99/00" 882,462 803,809 Deparrment of Wildlife & Fisheries
Total DNR Costs for FY 00/01 519,995 437,409 LSU Ag. Center 36,464,309 | 28,366,771
Towl DNR Costs for FY 01,/02 545,995 | 459,279 Dept. Agriculmure & Forestry 655,397 | 485,696
Total DNR Costs for FY 02/03 573,295 482,243 Deparrment Natural Resources 11,166,531 | 9,469,300
Tomi DNR Costs for FY 03/04** 644,969 549,364 Totl 48,286,237 | 38,321,767
Total DNR Costs for FY 04,/05 632,058 531,673
Toral DNR Costs for FY 05/06 663,661 N 558,257
Tom! DNR Costs for FY 06/07 696,844 586,170
Total DNR Costs for FY 07/08 731,686 615,479
Towl DNR Costs for FY 08/09*** 818,129 696,112
Total DNR Costs for FY 09/10 806,684 678,566
Tota! DNR Costs for FY 10/11 847,018 712,494
Toral DNR Costs for FY 11/12 889,369 748,119 . _ _ _
Tonl DN Cose for 712015 man | s | it 070 e s o)
Toral DNR Costs for FY 13/14 980,529 824,801 ** *includes 4,9,859 equipment replacement (less drcgge)
DAF Operatng Costs for 15 years }11,166,531 9,469,300 Cost increases calculated @ 5%//vear
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SECTION 7.00
RECREATION




7.00 RECREATION FEATURES

7.10 Mission

The mission of the Recreation Secrion is twofold:

To assist the Corps of Engineers in planning “...to provide a
cost effecive range of recreation facilides  optimize public
accessibility and use of the floodway while minimizing adverse
impacts to the environment;

To expand the Corps’ plan as necessary w provide interpretive
and educational facilifies to enhance the public’s knowledge
and enjoyment of this unique area,

See Appendix G for the Chief of Engineers mandate to
the Corps of Engineers to “provide increased emphasis
on, and opportunities for recreation at water resources
projects...operated by the Corps of Engineers.”

To achieve the two tasks, the Recreation Working
Group and technical advisors investigated needs of the
public in this region and state for public recreation facil-
ides, and the oppormnites for recreation in the Basin
and, recommended the development of specific facilities
ar several locations.

7.20 Needs Study for Recreation Activities

7.2t Corps of Engineers Preliminary Plan
A. The Corps of Engineers, in 1982, conducted a
comprehensive analysis of recreation demand, supply,
and resulting need for recreation activities which can be
met in the Basin for the area of South Central Louisiana
within 45 miles of the Basin. See Fig. 7.00A.
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: dix ¥ .

B. Needs which can be met in the Basin included:

Land-oriented Warer-oriented

Buoatng, power
Boating, non-power
Boar fishing, fresh

Boat fishing, salt
Bank fishing, fresh
Crabbing
Crawfishing
Swimming, lake
Warterskiing

Bicycling Nawre walks
Birdwarching Picnicking
Camping, tent Muld-use field
Camping, trailer Muld-use court
Hiking Sightseeing
Horseback riding Playground-

Volum 1, Appen

FIGURE 7.00 A: Primary Market Area Boundary

C. The Corps’ analysis was based on data from sev-
eral sources, including:
1977 SCORP (Starewide Comprehensive Ourdoor

Recreation Plan)
1997 SCORP (for the update)

Corps of Engineers/ovisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries - “Atwchafalaya Basin Usage Study”

Statistical Abstract of the United States “Most Popular Sports
Activities”

United Swtes Fish and Wildlife Service- “Hundng and
Fishing Survey for Louisiana”

Corps of Engineers - “Heritage, Conservation and
Recreation Service Outdoor Recreation Space Smndards”

SCORP for both Texas and Arkansas

Discussions with individuals in the area involved
in the supply and/or the use of recreation facili
ties.

D. In 1997, Corps officials, mindful that the analy-
sis conducted in the carly 1980s which projected the
needs to 2000 might require updating, reviewed the
original data and the projections by comparison
with 1997 populations and participation rates from
-the. current Bureau of Economic Analysis and
Economic Research Service and with the Louisiana

1997 SCORP.

The Corps reported that lintle upgrading was
required, since the earlier projections were on-target.
“The only potential over-supply is in available water
area for fishing and boating, assuming public access
is available in all basin water areas.”

7.22 1997 Louisiana SCORP

A. The SCORP report included an analysis of
recreation preferences by age group and investigated
peak usage, since many activities are seasonal. The
report was restricted to needs which can be supplied




by State Parks. The activiry list includes: 7.26 Needs Projections
Swirnming  Playgrounds Trailer camping
Boating Picnicking  Tent camping A. Corps of Engineers Study:

“The needs analysis of the marker area shows an
overall deficit in recreational needs for all land and
water-based recreational activines considered...”

B. The report also broadened the market area by
adding zones (50 miles apart) and adjusting partici-
pation Tates for the populations within those zones.

B. 1997 SCORP
7.23 Louisiana Office of Tourism The study projects a deficit in all categories of facili-
ties even after planned State Park construction.
A Tourism is the fastest growing industry in Louisiana C. Travel Indusuy: )
with 22.6 million U. S. resident visitors in 1996. The opportunity for a tourist o enjoy the scenic

wonders of the Basin and to acquire knowledge of
the evolving ecological process and the history and
culture of the people is minimal.

B. Over 32,000 vehicles on 110 and 25,000 on U.S.
90 cross the Atchafalaya Basin each day, thus the
“Archafalaya Basin could generate visitors if the site
development occurred to influence them to stop”. “Needed are visitors' centers to provide an overview
and directions, inlerpretive centers to immerse the
visitor in the narural spell cast by the basin, and
nature trails, both land and water, that provide an
incendve for the visitor to stay longer, to see more,
and to experience the towlity of the area.”

C. 2.2 million pleasure trips were made to Cajun
Country (1992 - the Longwood Study). Of this num-
ber 286,000 ok a “swamp tour”. This number is
growing as commercial boat tours, particularly in
Henderson, become better known to the tourist

industry. “Vou must understand that the market area for the
Archafalaya Basin when made people-friendly is not
724 Louisiana Travel Promotion Association limited to the area indicared by the Corps or to the
State of Louisiana. The market area is nadonwide

A. “The major growth in tourism nationwide is and, for some, worldwide.” (Office of Tourism)

based on nature-based ecotourism.” 230 ; ‘R ) o
. nventory orT he
B. “The Atrchafalaya Basin is known nationally as € ry creation Facilities

the best example of a dynamic wetland ecosystem in
the country and will attract major attention when
access 10 interpretive CENErs and boat tours is
increased.” o

Note: This inventory includes the basin and the area
direcdy adjacent to the basin as shown on Fig. 7.00-A -
area directdy impacted by activities in the Basin.

) 7.31 Existing Public Facilities
7.25 The Basin as a Classroom °
A. State Parks and Preservation Areas
(Famnily outings, nature studies, nature trails,
camnpgrounds, playgrounds)

A. The Basin is an educational aid for study of an
evolving ecosystem, a wildlife and botanical labora-
tory, and a realdife exhibirion of waterflow process-

es. The oil, gas, and dmber industries operate in the Lake Fausse Pointe State Park

Basin providing students and scholars examples of Camhouta Stare Preservation Area (land purchased)

efforts of these industries o operate in an environ B, Wildlife Management Areas (bunting, cycling,

mentally sound manner. hiking, birdwarching, environmental pursuits)

B. Universities, principally LSU, USL, and State:

Nicholls, have expressed interest in establishing Atakapas Island Wildlife Management Area

research centers in the area and Lynch Botanical ' Sherburne Wildlife Management Area

Gardens and Morgan City plan to offer facilites for Federal:

this activity. Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge
(USFWS)

. Educators have long recognized the value of trips
to classrooms in a natural sewing by all age groups.

Indian Bayou (Corps of Engineers)




Lake Fausse Pointe State Park

C. Local Government Projects

Morgan City/St. Mary Parish:
Rig Museum (Ist submersible offshore rig),
Aviation Museum, Swamp Gardens, Brownell
Park, Shrimp and Petroleum Festival

Henderson:
Atchafalaya Festval
Numerous tourist promotion activities to sup-
port local Cajun restaurants and boat tours

St. Landry Parish
Park for picnicking and fun (Veteran's

Memorial)

St Martin Parish
3 parks for picnicking and fun (Henry Guidry
Memorial, Brownell Memorial, and 1-10 Rest
Stop/picnic)

D. Campgrounds
Iberia - Sand Bar Park
St. Mary - Lake End Park
St. Martin - Uncle Dick Davis Park

E. Boat Launch Sites
46 public sites - see 7.00-B

F. Corps of Engineer Projects
(of educational interest)
Flood control
Navigation

7.32  Existing Private
Facilities {adjacent to the
Basin)

A. Boat tours:

Henderson
McGee’s Landing
Kern’s Swamp Tours
Angelle’s Swamp Tours

Lafayeme -
Atchafalaya Experience

Catahoula
Errol Verret Swamp
Tours
de la Houssaye's
. Swamp Tours
Loreauville
Alirboat Tours, Inc.
Panterson
i Cajun Jack's Swamp
Greg Guirard Tours

Morgan Ciry
Scully's Swamp Tours
Original Swamp Tours

B. Major projects:

Cypress Cove
John I Lynch American Natral Heritage Park
(land acquired project in planning stage)

Charenton
Chitimacha Reservation and trading center
Museum (National Park Service)

C. Campgrounds:
St Landry
Northwest of Krom Springs
Birthplace of Teche
Pointe Coupee - Alabama Bayou
St. Martin
Burte LaRose
Frenchman’s Wilderness

D. Boat launch sites:
16 commercial plus 25 public (tota] of 41) boart
launch sites — see fig. 7.00 B
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FIGURE 7.00 B: Existing Recreation Features

240 inventory of Recreational

Opportunities
7.41 Points of Interest

A. Cultural and Historic
Bayou Sorrel Indian Mound - 500 BCE
Several restored Cajun Villages - 1700 ACE
Chigmacha Reservation - 400-ACE - present

B. Nature

Rookeries - 5 in Lower Basin, principal ones are:

Upper Grand River

Bayou Sorrel
Spice Island

Big Tensas Bayou
Bird Watching

Upper Grand River Hars

Buffalo Cove

Lake Henderson
Bayou Sorrel Eagle Nest

Scenic '
Lake Wamer
Bayou Sorrel

Buffalo Cove

Upper Grand River Flats
Litde Bayou Pigeon

Miles of treelined waterways

“C. Corps of Engincers Flood Control and
Navigation Projects
Levee System
Old River Locks
Atchafalaya Main Channel
Bayou Sorre] Locks
Whiskey Bay Bypass
Lower Atchafalaya River Locks




7.43 Activities of interest

742 Areas of Interest

A. Narture

Old Growth (mamure) Cypress
Flat Lake
Buffalo Cove
Upper Grand River
Cypress Cove

Bowomland Hardwood
Wildlife Maragement Areas between 110
and U.S. 190

Woater trails throughout Basin

B. Educational
Geology
Geological history of Basin - Jee Ages to Present
Hydrology
Waterflow processes ‘
Siltation - cause and effect
Ecosystems
Evolution of a forest
Botanical studies
Impact of aguatic plants on the environ-
ment
Wildlife habitat
Engineering
History of Corps of Engineers work in the
Mississippi Valley

A. Hunting
Hunting, during season, is permirted in the

Wildlife Management Areas and on private
lands leased to clubs or individuals

B. Fishing
‘All waterways accessible to the public offer
fishing opportunites

C. The Need to Escape and Get Away From It All

The principal asset for recreation in the Basin
which will create its own demand is the never end-
ing beauty of this wilderness area. A flat swamp
ringed with mossdraped cypress is bordered by a
ridgeline smudded with hardwoods. The bayous
twist and turn and at every turn there may be flocks
of heron that rise gentdy from the water 1o wheel
overhead. A startled afligator or moccasin adds
the never ending variety of the picturebook scene.

Ricky Verret

“The vegetation is rich and of great variety. A sin-
gle plant community may dominate a certain area
while nearby the community is richly rnixed. The
cypress, mostly young, bur with an occasional
Methuselah more than a thousand years old, sets
the stage. This is a guier place, a place apart from
civilization, a place requiring 2 communication
with namre.”

“These irreplaceable assets estwablish the
Atrchafalaya Basin as a recreation area without
peer in the nation.” (from Atchafalaya Basin

Study - 1971)
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7.44 Planning Objective and to the remainder of the Basin. Designation

as a hurricane evacuaton roure would provide
A. Create primary and secondary entry points each for additional funding for project.
presenting a basin panorama of the recreational
opportunities, the scenic wonderland, and the
cultural heritage that creates a desire by locals
and visitors to study, admire, and enjoy the

entire Basin. 2. The U.S. 90 entry

With additional work, all three sites meer the
criteria, thus all will be considered with land
availability the principal issue.

The entry points will entice the motorist to get
out of the car and see...and having seen, want 10
see mote...and more....and more. '

Morgan City provides direct highway and water
access and has available public land tor the
required support facilities.

B. Tie all entry points together in a guide plan so that C. Other Entry Points of Significant Interest

the interested visitor is led through the entre Basin . . .

and would feel incompiete if the visit is cut shott. 1. Old River Locks (outside the project area)
Located in Avovelles Parish at the northern

|
| C. Plan in such a manner that the Basin is preserved T o
p end of the Basin, these navigation locks and

and made accessible for all generarions to enjoy.

7.45 Selection of Entry Points

A. Criteria for selection

Selection is based on following criteria:
Ease of public access
Local interest and sponsorship
Scenie, cultural, and historic points of interest
Access to Basin waterways

Awailability of land

B. Primary entry points:

1. The [.10 entry

There are three 110 highway exits in or near the
Basin: Ramah, Butte LaRose, and Henderson.

The Ramah Exit provides a direct access to the
Basin. Lacking is yearround surface or water
access to areas of interest which would require
canal and road construction to upper Grand
River Flats and other areas.

The Bume LaRose Exit provides a direct access
with Basin waterway through Lake Henderson

for those areas of interest,.and through the
Archafalaya River for the remainder of the Basin.

The Henderson Exit answers al! criteria although
a new interchange at the levee or a frontage Toad
from the exit o the Henderson Levee Road
would provide better access. Paving unpaved sec-
tions and new hard surface in other sections of
the levee road south of Henderson is recom-
mended to provide access to points of interest

floed control structure are accessible via La.

Hwy. 15 north of Lewtsworth.

2. Simmesport (outside the project area)

Simmesport is at the head of the Atchafalaya
River near the junction of the Red River and
Old River and is accessible via La. Hwy. 1.

3. Krorz Springs

Krotz Springs is the principal entry to the
Wildlife Management Areas which are accessi-
ble via U.5. 190 and La. Hwy. 975. These
areas of hardwood forests have namre trails for
hikers and birdwatchers and a special trail for

All-Terrain-Vehicles (ATV).

4. Bayou Sorrel

The navigation locks, the Indian mound, and
the rookeries provide the visitor with an inter-
esting and informative outing. From Bayou
Sorrel there is road and water access to all the
Basin.

5. Charenton

The “Sovereign Nation of Chitimacha” is
accessible from U.S. 90 off the Baldwin
Interchange on LA. Hwy. 87. The entire Basin
can be reached by water or road from this area.

6. Other important west bank destinations include
Lake Fausse Pointe State Park and Catahoula State
Preservation Area which can be reached by rcad
from Henderson and Morgan City.

1
|




D. Long Term Plan

Upon completion of the Archafalaya Basin in learning the complete story of the Basin and
Project, all important perimeter destinations plus enjoying all its wonders. Additionally, all public
the cides of St Martinviile, New Iberia, and water toutes can be linked showeasing Basin nat
Lafayette can be linked by offering a series of orga- ural and culral wonders.

nized tours lasting one week for those interested '

The tour envisioned in the Long Term Plan would give the visitor the opportunity to:

Enjoy the vanguillity ar
Buffalo Cove

Help skin an alligator at
Catzhoula

Explore the nature trail at
Catahoula State Preservation Area

Sit under the Evangeline Qak a:
St. Martinville

Visit the lonesome cypress at

Lake Fausse Pointe State Park

Listen to the Brownell Carillon

Tower’s music at Morgan City

and scores of additional interesting, aesthietic, and educational sights and experiences.
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7.50 Facilities Required to Utilize the
Recreational Opportunities

7.51 The Corps of Engineers’ Plan

A. Responding t tesolutions of the Senate and
House Public Works Commimees in 1972, the
Corps’ 1982 Plan suggess:

Itern Number  Land Area
Developed Campgrounds 3 600 acres
Primitive Campgrounds 7 350 acres
Visitors' Center 1 100 acres
Boat Launch (2-lane) 8 80 acres

7
1
1

Boat Launch (5-lane) 70 acres
Nature Trail 100 acres
Special/Unique Area 200 acres

Total Land Area Required 1,500 acres

B. Corps officials stated that the plan is prelimi-
nary and that they solicit suggestions, subject to the
following restrictions:

Any development receiving federal funds must
be inside of, or reasonably adjacent to, the area
bounded by the East and West Protection levees.

The development should follow the intent of
the Congressional legislation and resolutions and
Corps of Engineers directives in order to receive
funding under this project.

Nonederal sponsors must provide the funding
required in the cost-share agreement.

7.52 The State Plan

A. Provide space and facilities for the following activites:

1. Huntng - in addition o the projects already
completed or under development, road-access is
needed to several of the Wildlife Management
Areas. Those requirements are included in
Section 4.00 (Access) of this report.

2. Fishing and boating - constructdon or upgrade
of boat launch facilides following guidelines
included in the Corps’ Plan. Size and location
are shown in Section 7.60. Other needs are:

Primitive campgrounds
Access to privatelyowned waterways

3. Swimming
Water areas screened from boats and alligators
with an area for sunbathing and a sloping
entry into the water are needed (principally in
Lake Henderson and Lake Palourde}.

4. General Recreation including Environmental

Pursuirs

Boar launch sites

Space for boar rental operadons

Developed campground

Nawre tmils to scenic and birding areas

Access to privately-owned waterways

Designated areas for sport boating and skiing (Lake
Henderson and Lake Palourde)

Picnicking and play areas

5. Tourism -
One Visitors' Informaton Center
Omne Interpretive Center
Three natre and culrral centers
Organized boat and canoe ours
Nature trails - land and water
Developed campgrounds {outside the levees)

6. Educaton
One Environmental Research Center
One Botanical Research Center
Access to nature’s laboratory (the Basin)

7. Special/Unique Area
Cypress/Tupelo swamp preserving one part of the Basin
similar to the way it was years ago

Charles Fryling




7.60 Location of Each Activity

7.61 Purpose, Existing and Proposed Features

A. Old River Locks (State not invelved)
The Corps of Engineers plans to enlarge an existing
building and install & display describing the
Archafalaya Floodway Systern and its part in the
Mississippi Valiey flood controt and Navigahon system
and a history of the Corps’ work and furure plans.

The facility will be designed, constructed and oper-
ated by the Corps of Engineers and it will be an
integral part of the State Plan. It will be included in
all programs, advertisements, and tours promoting

the area. However, funds for the project will not be
taken from the ABFSLA Projecr funds.

Existing - locks and floodway control structure

Proposed - Interpretive Center, parking and sup-
port services '
Nawre trail and view and photo-op
platform.

B. Simmesport (separate state funding - not project)
" The first facility to be built under the project will
be a boat launch and primitive campground in

Simmesport. A Project Cooperative Agreement -

(PCA) is being developed by the Corps of
Engineers and the Non-Federal Sponsors (Levee
Board, Red River Waterway and Avovelles Parish).
Proposed - Boat launch w/courtesy pier

Parking

Toilets -

Bank fishing trail

Primitive camping area

Picnic area

C. Krotz Springs {Project)
Kroz Springs is the gateway to the Wildlife
Management Areas between U.S. 190 and L10.
The primary purpose of these areas is to protect,
conserve, and enhance wildlife. However, the
area is open for public use for hunting (in sea
son), fishing, hiking, ATV trail riding, bird-
watching and enjoyment of the hardwood forests.
The areas are part of an existing LDWF/COE pro-
gram and are an important part of the State Plan,
since they provide needed recreatonal opportuni-
ties. Thus, improving the access by providing pub-
lic roads to the areas is a justified part of this plan.
Exising - the three Wildlife Management Areas/
Refuge

Proposed - all weather public access roads

D. 1110 Entry (Project)
The purposes of the Visitors' Information
Center, as developed in the Corps of Engineers
Plan, are well stated. They are endorsed for the
Stare's Plan and include activites to:

“Involve the visitor emotionally and physically
with the site, and thus, in the floodway project;

Provide the visitor with the information neces.
sary to explore the full range of recreational
opportunities made available by the floodway;

Provide an interpretation of the narural
resources intrinsic ‘o the Atchafalaya River
Basin and the floodway;

Provide an interpretation of the cultural
resources related to the Atchafalaya Basin,
focusing on the continuing interaction of man

with the floodway;

Interpret the role of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in the development of the floodway,

Provide information that would enable the vis
itor o make a conceptual linkage between the
Visitors' Center site and other significant sites
associated with the project;

Be a visual symbol of the project’s emphasis,
quality and purpose.”

The Corps of Engineets’ conceptual plan locates the
Visitors’ Information Center at Bayou Sorrel. The
State Plan suggests that a location on 110 is a supe-
rior site, since it would attract interest from the pas-
sengers in the more than 32,000 cars which cross-
daily. The final site will be selected from several pos-
sibilities.
Existing (private) Boat tours (Henderson)
- Cajun food (Henderson)
Boat launch sites (Henderson)
Campgrounds (Butte LaRose,
Henderson)
Existing (public) Boat launch sites (all locations)
Rest, picnic area (Bume LaRose)
Proposed (project) Visitors’ Information Center
Display area (views of the Basin)
Boat dock for tours
See Section 7.61 O (for
Henderson}and Section
7.61 P {for Rarmah) for
additional fearures for each of
those sites




Proposed (private) John J. Lynch American
- Narural Heriwage

Patk at Cypress Cove - a
botanical garden and
wildlife sanctuary depicting
the Basin's natural state.
Expansion of several Cajun
restaurants {Henderson)

E. Bayou Sorrel

Charles Fryling

Existing
Boat launch site (public)
Indian Mounds (Private)

) Proposed (project):
LA & o * 1 5 P iy

y : Viewing stand at locks and explaining the Corps’
‘ Mary Courville is the Director of the Heritage Center, daughter of John role in the project
J. Lynch, and & naturalist in her oum right. She loues the area and knows

Nature trail through scenic area along canal
Nawre trail to Indian Mound and to viewing
stand and photo-op for rookeries

Upgrade boat launch site and add dock and
canoe launch facility and assembly area

, you will too.

Because of the importance of the navigation locks
I and the Indian Mounds, a natral area is proposed
“....to interpret the role of the Corps of Engineers in
the development of the project, as well as namural F. Bayou Pigeon

and culmural resources of the region”. Pigeon is at the end of La. Hwy. 75 and at the head
: of Big Bayou Pigeon. It is also the favorite entry
point to the Basin for many of the region’s fisher
men and increasing numbers of the region’s fisher-
women plus canoeists and birdwatchers.

Additionally, the State assigns this site the role of
entry point for sport and commercial fishing, boat-
ing, and canoeing to the scenic areas of Murphy

Lake, Lake Chicot, Flat Lake, and Liwde Bayou
Pigeon. Existing (public) - Boat launch
Parking
Existing (Corps of Engineers):
Navigation locks Existing (private) - Shop - marine supplies and bait

Proposed (project) - Upgrade ramp and parking
area and canoe launch




G. Lake Verret - (Archafalava Wilderness
Center East Stare Preservaton
Area)
This Center is planned 1o provide a repre-
sentation of the river basin swamp habitat, If
the Corps is successful in purchasing the
cypress/tupelo lands north of Flat Lake, some
acreage could be used for this purpose and
additional acres could be purchased adjacent
to the Basin extending to Lake Verret for the
planned development.

H. Stephensville
The St. Martin Parish Police Jury requested
the inclusion of Stephensville as an entry
point to both the Basin and Lake Verret.

L U.S. 90 Entay (Morgan Ciy)
Morgan City is the principal entry point to the
Basin from U.S. 90 and is on the dividing ridee
between the inland swamp and the coastal marsh.

The City/Parish Government (Morgan City/St.
Mary Parish) has embarked on an extensive eco-
tourism project to broaden the area economic
base and is emphasizing “Impact Tourism”
{man’s impact on the area) as well as “Nature-
based Tourism”.

This project provides an addition to those plans
so that a major complex can be developed which
will serve the area’s and the State’s interests.

As a result of ABAC’s request, the Corps has ini-
tiated a project to add land adjacent w Lake
Palourde for hiking and bike trails, parking and
other recreational uses.

Existing (public) - Lake End Patk and Campground
- Boar launch site
- Brownell Park and Carillon Tower
- Wedeli-Williams Aviadon Museum
- Swamp Gardens and Wildlife Zoo
- Internatdonal Pemrcleurm Museum (includ-
ing the Rig Museum)
- Shrimp & Petroleum Festival
- Hiswric Disticr and the Grear Wall

Existing {(private} - Boat tours through lower basin
- Several homes and plantations listed on
National Register of Historic Places
- Metropolitan infrastructure supportng
the project

Proposed (projec;t} Archafalaya Muld Agency Culmral
Center (AMACCenter) - headquarters
for federal and swmte agencies responsi-
ble for the besin's environmental con-
trol
- Wildlife and Fisheries research

Site of the A-frame lodges - adjacent 1o Lake End Park, Morgan -Cir)'

DWF boats and supplies and docking and

View from Brownell Park over cypress knees to Lake Palourde

- Nawral processes research:
Sedimentology
Backwater flooding
Warering and dewatering cyde
Erosion contrel
Coastal environments
- Narural history
- Developed campground (addition to Lake
End Park) with A-frame lodges
- Renovations in Lake End Park to update
o Corps standards
- Boas dock and marina (base for Corps and

£

e
o

waiting area for tour boar passengers)

- Bank fishing (Lake Palourde)

- Fishing pier (Lake Palourde)

- Expard boat launch facilides adding park-
ing and launching space (Russo site}

- Erosion control - protecdon for La. Hwy.
70 and East Prorecdon Levee from Lake End
Park w Brownell Park also providing for a

. bike and hiking mail and addidonal parking.

The COE is proceeding with this project




using alternative sources of funding. -
- Shore facilides for swimming, sporc boat-
ing. and skiing in Lake Palourde

J. Charenton - Chitimacha Nation
The Chitimacha Nation, in cooperation with the
National Park Service operares a museum with
video and displays to tell the story of their people
in the Artchafalaya Basin area.

Additionally, the Nation is home for a casino that
is very popuiar with both regional and outofstate
visitors (the parking lot has a capacity of 1,000
cars).

A Basin Tour Office is proposed, to be built and
operated by the Nation for those visitors interest
ed in the Basin. A dack for tour boats is proposed
to suppert this operation.
Existing (private) - Museum

- the Chitmacha Village of Charenton
Proposed {private) - Basin Tour office -
Proposed (project) - Tour boat dock - boardwalk dock w

road .

K. Lake Fausse Pointe

_ Lake Fausse Pointe State Park is located in 2 part
of the natural floodplain separated from the cur-
rent floodway by the levee system, thus it is a pic-
torial history of the floodway as it existed in the era
prior w 1927 and the subseguent construcdon of
the levees.

The park is included in the State Plan to provide
tourists, both local and national, the opportunity
history by hiking the nature trails and staying
overnight, or a week, in the campgrounds or
lodges. It is one of the most popular parks in the
State’s Park Systern.

Currently, the primary access is by a gravel road.

Existing (public) - State Park

Proposed (project) - Paved road from Henderson
to Verdunville providing con-
venient access to the Park

Lake Fausse Pointe from the nature trail

L. Catahoula

Cathoula (Atchafalaya Wilderness Area West Smre
Preservation Area) has been planned as part of the State
Park System. The principal feature of the area is the
forests (oak on the ridges and oypress in the swamp).

To maximize its role in the project, an Interpretive
Center will be included for Cajun culwure and the
role of the Cajuns in the Basin. ldeas include
areas set aside to highlight the Cajun culture,
such as pirogue making, crawfish netmaking, and
other native crafts. local people would be
employed 1o demonstrate these crafts.

Proposed - State Preservation Area, crafts area,
interpretive center
- Improve access from north and south
by improving and resurfacing the
gravel toad from Henderson to
Verdunville and, via U.S. 90, 10
Morgan Ciry.

Proposed (Project) - Interpretive Center -
History and culnure of the Basin
with emphasis on the Cajuns

Research actvities
- Nature trails
- Primiuve campground for researchers

- Dock
- Boardwalk from dock w Center

The town of Catahoula will work closely with the
State in determining when this project will com-

mence.




Exploring by land

or by water under
the tree bridge

M. St. Martinville
While not in, or adjacent to, the Basin, St.
Martinville is an important part of the Cajun
Culture story and the gateway to Catahoula
and Lake Fausse Point

Proposed - RV Campground

N. Cypress Cove
The John ]. Lynch American Nawral Heritage Park
will own, design, build, and operate this facility.

This site will be a major atraction for tourism,
education, and public enjoyment purposes.

Proposed (Private) - Heritage Gardens
- Nature trails
- Support facilities

Proposed {Project) - Heritage and Research
Center
- Dock for boar tours
- Boardwalk from dock-Center
- Footbridge & service bridge
O. Henderson
Henderson is an important public recreation and
tourist center for boat tours {180,000 passengers
in 1996), for Cajun food, and as a gateway to the
Lynch Heritage Park and Cathoula State
Preservation Area.

Discussions with City Officials and an inspection
of the area pinpointed several infrastrucrure needs

which are appropriate as project
features. See 7.81 M for list.

P. Ramah

Ramah, with an 1-10 Interchange
to the levee road, is the first poten-
tial stop for visitors from the east
to see the Basin, partculary the
Upper Grand River Area, one of
the most natural and pristine
swamp areas in the Basin.

Solutions to the low water access
problems are shown in 7.81 Q.

Q. Primitve Campgrounds

Primitive campgrounds are pro-
posed to support hunting in the
Wildlife Management Areas and
fishing and boaters/canoeists in
the Basin. Existing - Artakapas (2),
Sherburne (1). Proposed - w be
determined. See Fig. 7.00 D for
possible locations.

i ;
T

Mary Courville

R. Developed Campgrounds - see Lake Verret,
Morgan City, Lake
Fausse Pointe - others
under discussion
S. Boat launch (5-lane)
Large boat launches are recommended for loca-
tions with current use requiring this capacity. All
are existing, but require upgrading.
Burme LaRose Morgan City (Russo)
(vo lake)@ 110 Myetie Point

Bayou Pigeon Bayou Sorrel




Boar launch (21ane) 7.62 Comparison of Corps and State Facility

S _ . o Requirements
Upgrading is required on the following existing

launches: Faciliy Corps State/Local
Bayou Benoir Catahoula Belle River Proiect |Other| Total
Sandy Cove gﬁ::ll’ﬂhse mzz&ﬁdd Landing Developed Campgrounds| 3 1 1 2
Primitive Campgrounds 7 4> 4 8
A new launch is planned for Simmesport and a new Visitor's Center 1 1 1
launch (to Basin} is proposed for Stephensville. Boat Launch (2-lane) 8 gr" 8
) Boart Launch (5-lane) 7 .6 6
Canoe launch areas are proposed_ for Litde Bayou Special Unique Area 1 1 1
Sorrel, Ramah, Upper Grand River Flats, Bayou Interpretive Center 2% % 2
Sorrel and Bayou Pigeon. Research Center 0 ) 7
Canoe Launch Sites 8] 5 5
Swimming Facilities 0 1 1 2
Nature trails 1 3 2 5

*Includes Old River Locks

**Includes Simmesport

Map showing location of these
facilities

PROPOSED FEATURES (CONGEPTUAL)
{ 1,500 ACRES FEE )
TRIST A BOAT RaMP

. F " -] Lo PRIMITIVE CAMPING AR
Corps Plan Fig. 7.00 C - . P o S EE n . '©  DEVELOPED CAMING AREAS (4,80)

P '®  PROJECT VISITORS CENTER
o State Plan Fig. 7.00 D —=— CANOE/BOAT SCENIE TRAIL

—_  pm——

BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS WILDUIFE
MAMMEMENT AREA ©

- £ A\
CYPRESS TUPELD | M
NATURAL AREA b,

3 " N

CRAWFISHING AREAS
ALDNG PORTIONS OF
LEVEE

o0y

ATCHAFALAYA BASIN
FLOODWAY SYSTEM, LOUISIANA

PROPOSED RECREATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

FIGURE 7.00 C: T e AR NG N
Corps of Engineers 1982 Plan "
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7.70 Anticipated Public Use

Group Quting in the Basin

RISV AT piitin s r e e ey

7.71 Methodology

A. Local and in-state anticipated use calculations are
based on participation rates, developed by surveys,
times the populations within the market area. These
rates are reduced by distance from the attraction o
calculate in-state totals.

Both the Corps of Engineers projections of usage
and those made by SCORP were caleulated using
this method.

The quality of the attraction plays a major tole in
usage. Since participation rates surveys do not
include this factor, the above calculatons will be
adjusted due to the high quality of most of the attrac-
tions in the basin. This adjustment will be based on
usage by comparable attractions in other states.

Publicity is 2 factor. Mortorists in the over 32,000
cars daily on 110 and over 25,000 daily on U.S. 90
may be interested in learning more abour the
Atchafalaya Basin as a result of reading about it in
the media.

Outof-state (tourists) visits to the basin will be esti-
mated based on attendance ar comparable attrac-
tions.

Estimating attendance at tourist attractions is not an
exact science. No sampling nor any modeling for-
mula would account for the need for two boat tours
per day year-round from a rural park near Patterson.

The following estimates of artendance are based on
standard procedures utlized by the Corps and
SCORP adjusted by the factors listed above. These
estimates are further adjusted by the limirations (e.g.
support facilities and ease of access) of the facilities
planned.

7.72 User Days Projected
User days - one visit to a given site by one person

The total number of user days for all sites in and adja-
cent to the Basin are shown in the following table.

ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE
Archafalaya Basin

USER DAYS
2000 2010 2020
Consumptive Use:
Hunting 200,000 | 225,000 | 240,000
Fishing 300,000° 327,000 | 350,000
Trapping,
Crawfish, etc. 1,400 1,700 = 2,000

Non-Consumptive Use:
General Recreation 210,000 438,000 745,000
Tourism: Motorists 200,000 | 472,000 675,000

Organized Tours 260,000 | 425,000 700,000
Educational
Ultilization 5,000 18,000 37,000

Torals 1,176,400 | 1,906,700 | 2,749,000

The estimated number of user days for each of the sites
is shown on the following tables:

ESTIMATED PUEBLIC USE
Old River Locks

USER DAYS
2000 2010 2020
Consumptive Use:
Hunting
Fishing
Trapping,
Crawfish, etc.
Non-Consumptive Use:
General Recreation
Tourism: Motorists 15,000 25,000
Organized Tours 5,000 10,000
Educational
Ultilization 1,000 2,000
Totals 21,000 37,000

RTINS TE U I TR T A R




ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE
Simmesport [10 Entry
SER DAYS Ramah, Bume 1aRose, Henderson, Cypress Cove, Cawhouta
2000 2010 2020 USER DAYS
Consumptive Use: 2000 2010 2020
Hunting Consumptive Use:
Fishing 5,000 7,000 10,000 Hunting
Trapping, Fishing 80,000 86,000 92,000
Crawfish, ete. Trapping, .
Non-Consumptive Use: Crawfish, etc. 200 200 200
General Recreation 5,000 13,000 15,000 Non.Consumpﬁve Tse:
Tourism: Motorists 5,000 7,000 10,000 General Recreation 75,0001 190,000] 350,000
Organized Tours Tourism: Motorists 75,0001 166,000} 270,000
Educational Oreanized Tours 140,000 | 200,000 250,000
Ukdlization Educational
Totals 15,000 27,000 35,0600 Utilization 3,000 7,000 15,000
Totals 373,200 | 646,200 977,200

ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE

Krotz Springs (Game Management Areas) ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE

Bayou Sorrel

7000 USEISi%)AYS 7020 USER DAYS
: = 2000 2010 7020
Consumptive Use: Consumprive Use -
?”ﬁ‘,ﬂ“g fgggg 38‘888 122'388 Hunting 30,000 | 35000| 38,000
N : : : Fishing 50,000 | 53,000| 55,000
Trapping, Trappi
Crawfish, etc TappIng,
d : T Crawfish, etc. 400 500 600
Non-Consumptive Use: NonConsumptive Use:
?‘mt‘."’l Rﬁrca“."“ gggg 12’888 lg'ggg General Recreation 15000 20,000} 30,000
8‘“5“_“ i %“’“5“ ’ : : Tourism: Motorists 40,000 60,000
reanizec fours Organized Tours 20,000 50,000
Educational . :
Utilizasi - Educational
1Zation - .
. Utlization 5,000 10,000
Totls 108,000 | 130,000] 138,000 — 553001173500 343 600

ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE

Charenton and Vicinity ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE

Bayou Pigeon

USER DAYS
2000 2010 2020 - US%&ISAYS —
Consumptive Use: B = —5 L
Hunting 10,000 11,000 12,000 onsumptive Lse:
Fishing 30,000 32,000 35,000 Hunting 20,000 [ 20,000| 20,000
Trapping Fishing 40,000 40,000 40,000
= Trappin
: 100 200 200 pping,
Noifézgzg;ne;;‘,e Use: Crawfish, etc. 2001 200 300
. ’ Non-Consumptive Use: ’
5000| 10,000 20,000 P
?gI;Zi.R fj;:?;:s General Recreation 5,000 5,000 10,000
Organized Tours 55,000 75,000| 85,000 Tourism: Motorists
Educational Organized Tours
Utilization 20,000 |  50,000] 75,000 E*[ﬂjtl_clénoflal
) 00 | 227,200 tilization
Tomls 20I0] TR Torals 62,200 | 65,200 70,300

Numbers influenced by the casino




ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE ESTIMATED PUBLIC USE
115, 90 Enory Lake Fausse Pointe and Vicinity
Lake Verrer, Morgan City, Patterson, Garden Cirty USER DAYS
USER DAYS 2000 2010 2020
2000 2010 2020 Consumptive Use:

Consumptive Use: Hunrting 15,000 17,000 20,000
Hunting 40,000 46,000 50,000 Fishing 30,000 33,000 35,000
Fishing 50,000 56,000 60,000 Trapping,

Trapping, Crawfish, etc. © 100 100 100
Crawfish, etc. 400 500 600 Non-Consumprive Use: )

Non-Consumpive Use: General Recreation 15,000 40,000 60,000
General Recreation 75,000 150,000 250,000 Tourism: Motorists
Tourism: Motorists 60,000 1 150,000 200,000 Organized Tours 2,000 15,000 20,000

Organized Tours 100,000 150,000 315,000 Educational
Educational : Utilization
Uttlization 2,000 5,000 10,000 Torals 62,1000 | 105,100 135,100
. Totals 327400 557,500| 885,600

All visitors ask to see an alligator...face-on like this one.

Greg Guirard




7.80 Facility Requirements for Each Site

7.81 List of Proposed Faciiities

A. Old River Locks {nor part of the ABFS-LA project)
Corps of Engineers project; while the State is not
involved in the building or operation of the
Center, the State will include the Locks in its pro-
motional campaign.

B. Simmesport (the State has previously appropriat-

ed its share for the construction of
“this project)
Beat launch (3-lane) ,
Concrete ramp - 36'x350'
Dock & marina
Parking
40 spaces @ 10'x40'
40 spaces @ 10'x20
Drivethrough entry/exit lanes
Bank Fishing Trail - 300°
Toll Booth

Toilets .
Picnic area - 14 permanent tables/benches

Primitive Campground - 2 acres,
Waste dump station
Access road to La. Hwy. 105

See Fig. 7.00 E for conceptual layout.
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FIGURE 7.00 E: Stmmesport Conceptual Layout
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C. Krotz Springs - Enuy 1o Wildlife Management
Areas

Facilities for Wildlife Management Areas See Fig.
7.00F

Facilities proposed: Upgrading La Hwys. 105 and
975
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FIGURE 7.00 F: Wildlife Management Areas
D. I-10 Visitors’ Information Center
Information/Display Building: 3,000 sqft
Reception area:

Enclosed - 350 sqft
Porch - 150 sgft

Fixtures: Information counter - 4 attendants

Shelving for pamphlets and other
literature on rear wall

Coffee service nook
Suaff quarters:

Office, lounge area, toiler, storage and equip-
ment Toom

Display area: 1,000 sqft.
Open plan divided into wwo areas
Video area
Display area
Equipment: Monitors centrally controlled

Movable panels for panoraric views
Display cases

Pinpoint lighting
Sales area: 300 sqft

Display cases and shelves
Circulation pattern: traffic flow enters recep-
tion,then to video/display area, and exit
through sales area




Rest area: {comply with ADAAG requirements) 700 sqft Rest area {comply with ADAAG requirements)
Women 8 stalls Women 5 stalls
4 lavatories 3 lavatories
1 infant changing facility Infant changing faciliry
Men 3 stalls Men 2 stalls
4 urinals 2 urinals
2 lavatories ' 2 lavatories
1 infant changing facility 1 infant changing facility
Parking: Parking
50 cars : 50 cars
5 buses 5 buses
Access and exit roads ' Boat launch - upgrade including fill to raise level
As required for the site of parking above high water level

E. Bayou Sorrel and ramp to new level

Navigation Locks Viewing Area
(Area elevated for view of entire lock system)
Viewing area - 800 sqft
Display area - 400 sgft
Staff quarters
Office, lounge, toilet, storage, equipment
room

See Fig. 7.00 G for concepwal layout:

i == =

vﬂw r__ __r

FIGURE 7.00 G: Bayou Sorvel Conceprual Layout




F. Bayou Pigeon Display area - 5,625 sgft
Upgrade ramp and expand to 5 lanes and expand Open plan divided into several areas:
parking to capaciry of 50 cars and trailers History of area as influenced by floodway
Clear area at end of parking space and maintain History of oil industry
for canoe launch site History of the timber industry

History of the fishing industry
Role of the Corps of Engineers since the
1927 flood

G. Lake Verret (Archafalaya Wilderness Center East
State Preservation Area)
Eacilities to be built (from State Parks Plan 1997) W .
. ) ater transportation
Interpretive Educational Center (level 3) Lt
E 4 ver’s residence. mainte- Manufacturing - drilling platforms
DLIANCE SIARCT, MATAZET S 1 ' Fish and Wildlife exhibic area
nance area
Day use area with picnic facilities
Cabins
Nature trails with wayside exhibits

Meeting and conference rooms - 4,000 sgft
Regional headquarters - 4,500 sqft
Louisiana Department of Wildlife &

X Fisheries
Parking and dropoff U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
H. Stephensville Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Regional park and recreation area: Forestry
Add 24" fill 1o 10 acre site Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
Park building: 1,400 sqgft . : Other Federal, State and Local Agencies
Manager office, toilet, storage 250 sqft Center Administration - 1,000 sqft
Concessions - 400 sqft _ Reception
Restrooms: Comply with ADAAG standards - 2 - offices
750 sqft Conference room
Women 6 stalls Storage
4 lavatories Rest Rooms{ADAAG]) 1st floor-750sqft
infant changing facility 28 & 3rd Floors - 125 sqft each
Men 2 stalls Women 8 stalls 2 stalls (each}
2 urinals 4 lavarories 2lav. "
3 lavatories - Infant changing
1 infant changing facility Men 3 stalls 1 stall (each)
Equipment storage/workshop 600 sgft 3 urinals 2 urinals "
Park pavilion (1) - 2,500 sqfe 3 lavatories 2 lav. "
(4} - 500 sgft each 1 infant changing
Playgrounds Storage, equipment room, circulation - 2,000
Hiking trail - 6" wide x 3,000 long : sqft
Overhead lighting - Observation deck
| Utlines: Research Center and Laboratories - 4,625 sgft
| Connect to City water, power, gas, sewer a Parking
| Water fountains at pavilions, playgrounds, 70 cars
E concession stand 8 buses
| Parking - 50 cars - 20,000 sgft Boat dock for tours and marina (floating)
Access and interior roads - 1/2 mile Tour office 100 sgft
Boat launch (21ane) ) Wairing room, totlet 200 sgft
See 7.81S for requirements for boat launch Marina - docking for 10 boats (DWF, COE,

DAF, DNR) and DNR dredge

1 U.S. 90 Entry - Morgan Ciry Boardwalk from Center to Dock

Atchafalaya Multi-Agency Cultural Center

) Fishing pier and bank fishing trail
(AMACCenter) - 25,000sqf Developed Campground (at Lake End Park)

20 - A-frame lodges - parking for 2 cars/lodge
Lower level - 800 sqft + 200 sqft deck

All purpose room

Reception area - 1450 sqft
Swaff quarters - 800 sgft
Office, lounge area, toilet, storage




Kitchen

Bedroom

Bath

Upper level - 300 sqft + 50 sqft deck

Bunk area

Bath
RV Park - 20 spaces water, power, sewer

connection
Picnic area 20 tables/benches
Hiking trail - Lake End Park to Brownell Park
- 2 railes
Bike trail - Lake End Park to Browneli Park -
2 miles

Storm and erosion protection seawall (sheet pil-
ing) from Lake End Park to Brownell Park and
at least 300" east of La. Hwy. 70 using as fil}
the sand banks in the Atchafalaya River just
over the levee. The distance is approximately 2
miles. The Corps arranged separate funding,
thus not in project, however the $3,000, OOO
cost requires matching funds of $1,000,000.

] -

{-22

Renovarions to Lake End Park Campground to
bring it up o Corps of Engineers’ standards
pnrade existing Boat I_aunch Site o Corps’
Standards and add parking to a toral of 50
car/trailer spaces

Swimming area - locared in Lake Palourde

Shore area - sand - 6,000 sqft
Water area - protection against encroach-
ment by boats
- 10,000 sgft-
Ohservation tower -
Rest rooms: (ADAAG)
Wormen - 2 stalls, 2 lavatories, 1 shower,
1 mfant changing
Mern- 1 stall, 1 urinal, 1 lavatory,
1 shower, 1 infant changing
Parking
25 cars

See Fig. 7.00 H for conceptual design
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COPIED FROM WORKING DRAFT BY LAMAR HALE. LSU

TOUR BOAT DOCK (‘\%T AL
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HIKING/BIKE
TRAIL. 10
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TAOWER -

NEW PARK EXTENSION
A-FRAME LODGES

SWIMMING BEACH

EXISTING
MARINA

FIGURE 7.00 H:: Morgan City Conceptual Layout
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J. Charenton (Chitimacha Naton) Men - 2 stalls

It is suggested thar the Chitmacha Nadon buiid - 2 urinals
and operaze a tour office at the casino to arrange - 2 lavarories
boat tours for those interested. - Intant changing facility

A dock for access by hoat tours is the only project

facility_',

Dock for boar tours:

The Charenton Stucrure public boat launch is

Staff quarters: 500 sqft
Ofiice, lounge area, storage and equipment
room
Interpretive area — 8,000 sqft
Open plan divided into 2 areas

the potential location of this facility. Video area
Dock - 8'x30" (floating) w/railing Display area )
Access to shore - hinged walkway - 4'x45’ Equipment:

Access from walkways to village is by public

road.
K. Lake Fausse Pointe

Monitors centrally controlled
Movable panels for panoramic views
Display cases

. - _— Pi int lighting
See Section 4.80 for read improvements o this site. npoint lighting

L Catahoula (Atchafalaya Wildemness Center West)
Boat launch at Lake Catahoula (2-lane)
See 7.81S for requirements

Entrance Station

Sales area - 250 sgft
Circulation pattern: traffic enters reception,’
then to video/display, and
exit through sales.
Crafts Center (3 Cajunype buildings w/lof and porch)

Conrtrol office - 80 sgft Buildings each 30'x45" = 1350 sqft- 3= 4,050 sgft

Manager’s Residence -

.. LR, FR, K, 3 BR, 2B, 2 car garage

1,800 sgft Porch 8'x35" - loft 1/3 floor area
' Staff wilet and office - 120 sgft

Maintenance and Storage - 1,000 sqft Parking:
Interpretdve Center - 10,000 sqft 50 cars

Reception area:

Enclosed - 550 sqft

Porch - 150 sgft

Toilets: 700 sqft (ADAAG)

8 buses
Group camp (day use only)
Narure trails with wayside exhibits and picnic areas
Access and interior roads

Women - 4 stalls : Utlities

- 3 lavatories See Fig. 8.00 I for Master Plan
- Infant changing facility

Source: Office of State Parks
- Chasles M. Hubbs
Associates

Landscape Aschitects -
Planners

FIGURE 7.00 I: Cawahoula
Conceptual Layowe
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M. 5t Martinville
RV Pads:
Phase 1: 45 pads in Magnolia Park
Phase II: 200 pads on adjacent land {subject o
donation)
Entrance Station:
Conuol office ar gate - 8'x10’
Ports:
Concrete - 24’x36" with 25" landscaped area
between ports drive through layout

Utlities - water, sewer, power provided to

each site
Pavilion:
25'x25" overlocking Bayou Teche
Utilities - lights, water hydrant
Access:
Entry road and interior road net

N. Cypress Cove
Heritage Center - 8,000 sgft
Reception Area - 300 sqft
Toilets: 700 sqft (ADAAG)
Women - 4 stalls
- 2 lavatories
- Infant changing facility
Men - 2 sralls
- 2 utinals
- 2 lavatories
- infant changing facility
Staff quarters: 400 sqft
Office, lounge area, storage and equipment
room
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FIGURE 7.00 J Coypress Cove Concepual Layous

:

7-15

Botanical Area
displays
Sales area - 300 sqft
Farking - provided by Lynch Gardens
Dock for boat tours:
Foating dock - §'x40’ ,
Walkvvay to dack, hinged, 4’35
Walkway: Dock w Cenrer - 6'x1 OO with foot-
bridge over bayou
Service bridge: over bayou plus access road
See Fig. 7.00 ] for conceprual layour

O. Henderson

Proposed (Project)

Construct elevated boardwalk on the
Boulevard Henderson to Cypermart
Crevasse) 2 miles x 6’ wide with viewing
and photo-op stands (10°x16’) at scenic
ovetlook points (a total of not less than 6).

Construct a bike trail at the foot of the
levee inside the Basin from Henderson w
Cypermart Crevasse (2 miles x 8" wide)

Provide planning and engineering services to
a local authority for the construction of a
narural-serting alligator area on the tour
boat route in Henderson Lake (probably
near Bay Patin). The local authority will
mainmin and operate the facility.

Provide engineering and permit services 1o a
local authority for installation of sheet pil-
ing bulkheads at critical points along the
Boulevard and levee.

Provide water access to boat launch sites dur-
ing periods of draw-down of Lake
Henderson for environmental and other
purposes.

Road access improvement needs:

See Section 4.80 for necessary road
improvements, including:
Improving La. Hwy. 347 from [-10 to
La. Hwy. 352 which will be widened o
include a passing lane and improve levee

road from Hendersor 1o Verdunville,
See Fig. 7.00 K for Conceprual Layout

- 6,300 sqft inside + ourside
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ON THE BOULEVARD

HE 5 BIKE PATH

FIGURE 7.00 K: Henderson Conceptu:ﬂ Layout

P. Ramah
Dock for boar tours:

Floating dock - 8 x40 *

Walkway to dock - 4'x35", hinged
Dredging to create all-season channel from
Henderson to the Upper Grand River area
Boat launch upgrade (see 7.81 S for details)

Q, Primitive Campgrounds
Existing primitive campgrounds:
Attakapas Island Wildlife Management Area - 3
Sherburne Wildlife Management Area - 1
Propesed primitive campgrounds
See Fig . 7.00 D for locations
Requirements: .
Tent platforms - raised wood platforms - 8'x10’
25 per site
Firepit:
Raised firepit/grille for each platform
Waste disposal:
Trash-in, trash-out policy enforced
Sanitary facilities:
None provided
Utdlides:
None provided
Trails:
Agoregate trails from platform to entry road
or landing
Boat landing {for water-access only sites)
Cleared sloping bank with handy trees or
posts for tieup

R. Developed Campgrounds
Existing developed campgrounds:

1ake Fausse Pointe State Park

Bute LaRose - Frenchman’s Wilderness
(commercial)
Alabama Bayou - (commercial )
Morgan city - West End Park
St. Martinville
Others in the area are beyond reasonable
driving range
Proposed developed campgrounds:
Simmesport
Morgan City - expansion and upgrading of
Lake End Park St. Martinville - 47 RV sites in
Magnolia Park
Note: Additional sites will be added as Iocal
non-federal sponsors submit requests
Proposed campgrounds will be managed and
maintained by the local non-federal sponsor or
by lease to an operator. Fees will be charged for
use of the campgrounds and such revenue
retained by sponsor.

+ Central Facilities:

2-office suite with private toilet
First aid room
Ticket office
Storeroom - cleaning and maintenance
supplies and equipment
Tent camping pad - 100 units 8'x 10" (varies
with site)
Parking for each unit - 10'x25" minimum
Electricity to each unit
Water hydrant for each 10 units
Shower and wiler: 1 per 50 units (ADAAG)
Women - 6 toilet stalls
- 6 lavatories
- 1 infant changing table




- 4 shower stalls
- dressing area
Men - 3 roiler sualls
- 2 urinals
- 6 lavareries
- 4 showers
- dressing area
- infant changing facility
Washroom- (1 per 50 units)
- 6 coin-operated washers
- 7 coin-operated dryers
Raised firepit/grille for each unit
Street lights
Qurside lights for rest areas and washroom
~ Anchored trash recepracles - 1 per 2 units
RV pads — 30 units (12'x28’) (varies with site)
Electricity to each unit
Sanitary waste dump 1o each unit (preferable)
or 1 central dump station
Water to each unit .
Anchored trash receptacles - 1 per 2 units
Street lights :
Central activity playground:
Cleared and sodded area for group games
Covered pavilion - 300 sgft
Toilets - women - 2 stalls (ADAAG)
- 2 lavarories ies
Men -1 smll (ADAAG)
-1 urinal
- 2 lavataries
Water fountain - 2
Water hydrant - 1
Nature trails - elevated over wetlands
Picnic area - for day-use groups
Concrete tables and benches - 12
Water fountin - 2
Trash receptacle - 1 per 4 tables
Parking - 12 cars
- 2 school buses
Utilites:
Unless available from municipal sources, local
provision is required and must be planned and
constructed in accordance with state regulations.

A conceprual plan by the Corps of Engineers is

shown on Fie. 7.00 L

3

Sowrce: LS. Army Corps of Engineers

FIGURE 7.00 L: Conceprual Developed Campground

S. Boat launch

1n addition to the boat launch sites at one of the
entry points, the following sites are proposed to

answer local demand:

5.lane Boat Launch

2-lane Boar Launch

Butre LaRose upgrade
Mpyette Point upgrade
Butte LaRose (River)

Bayou Benoit upgrade
Belle River upgrade
Sandy Cove upgrade
Marshfield landing

Stephensville (new)

Corps of Engineers standards include:

Launching lane widths - 12" - rotal ramp width

would be a muldiple of
this widthy;

_"Upper limit of ramp - 3’ above the 2 percent

flowline

Lower limit of rtamp - 4’ below the annual aver
: age low water elevaton
Turnaround - 75" diamerer minimum

’r!-:uww.r-m;,.-. T e A rad e

Ramps surfaced in scored reinforced concrete
Ramp gradients - 13% - 15%
Ramp shoulders stabilized to prevent erosion

" Curbs - 6" both sides of ramp
Lighting provided when feasible

NOTE: Each site dictates the layout and size.
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7 90 Costs and Sponsorship

7.91 Methodology

shown in Secdon 7.80. Change in this program as a

resulr of more complete stdies will affect the wral costs,
Engineering and design costs are estimated at 129

and include the following: site planning, engineer-

ing and testing, and architectural desien.

Costs are estimated based on current cost plus an
allowance for inflation to construction date and a
contingency for unexpected problems.

Estimates are for the size and number of facilites

7.92 First costs of development (land acquisition)

Location ltem No. Cost/A Tatal
Acres
Old River Locks Corps land
Simmesport Parish
Kroz Springs Access to sections of fee-
purchase land by Corps Corps project _
I-10 Entry Visitor Center-site not selected 20 3,000 60,000
Bayou Sorrel Trails RO.W. 20 1,000 20,000
Litdle Bayou Sorrel Canoe assembly and launch 10 500 5,000
Atchafalaya Wilderness Included in State Parks
Center East SPA construction budget .
Stephensville Park 10 3,000 30,000
Boat launch Parish responsibility
Morgan City AMACCenter 5 10,000 50,000
R.O.W. Dock to Center 2 2,500 5,000
Campground City land
Bike/hike trails State land
Boat launch expansion 4 1,500 6,000
Charenton Dock and R.O.W. to road 5 1,000 5,000
Lake Fausse Pointe State Park State land
Marshfield Landing Marshfield boat launch Parish 1and
Catahoula State Presérvation Area ‘ State land
Cypress Cove Dock and R.O.W. to Center 4 1,000 4,000
Heritage Cenrer Lynch Gardens
Henderson R.O.W. trail on Boulevard 50 1,500 75,000
Ramah R. O.W. for water access to
Upper Grand River Flats
scenic area 370 500 185,000
Primitive Campgrounds site selection under study
Scenic/unique area (preferably Upper Grand
ot similar area) 1,000 1,150 1,150,000
Total 1, 500 1, 595, 000

Note: The cost of land acquisition for recreadonal purposes can
be used as a cost/share apainst the 50% development cost of those
facilides. Note that the state must purchase the land and will receive
the offsetting credit (for 50% of the total costs) after construction,
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Capital costs - completed under separate program.

Note: Most projects are conceptual and will require
additional feasibility and design smidies and
approval and qualification by the Corps of

Operating costs - see Section 4.90

Engineers, including development of a Project No project facilities are planned for Krowz Springs at
Cooperative Agreement (PCA) between the this time. Information and directions to interested
Corps and the non-federal sponsor for opera- visitors and necessary support services may be
tion and maintenance of the facilities, and included ar a future date.

7.93 Costs for Individual Sites C. Krotz Springs Wildlife Management Areas
funding by the Louisiana Legislature.

A. Old River Locks

No state funds are involved at this site

B. Simmesport Boat Launch and Campground

State funds are involved under a previous appro-
Iy PP
priation. There is no state involvement under the

ABFS-LA project.

D. 110 Entry

VISITORS' INFORMATION CENTER
Estimated Capital Costs

Irem Area & Unit Subtotal E&D Total
Site work 6 acres @ 5,000 30,000 3,600 33,600
Soructure 3,000 sqft @ $120 360,000 43,420 403,420
Uldlities Local/state hookup 75,000
Furnishings 35,000
Electronic Eq. Computer, video 50,000
Displays 50,000 6,000 56,000
Parking/drives 50,000 sqft @ $4 200,000 24,000 224,000
Landscape/walks — 25,000 3.000 28,000
Total Estimated Capital Costs ‘ 905,020

Costs will vary due 1w site selected.




VISITORS' INFORMATION CENTER
Estimared Operating Costs

Itern No. | Subtotal | Amount Tol
Personnel:

Director 1 36,000
Assistant 1 24,000
Host/hostess 4 18,000 72,000
Clerk 1 15,000
Groundkeeper/maintenance 1 15,000 |-

Toul Personnel 162,000 -

Benefits @ 23% : 37,260

Total Personnel & Benefits 199,260

‘ Indirect costs not applicable since
| there is no cost/sharing
|

Contractual:
Display update (annual) 24,000
Solid waste disposal (2/week) 20,000
Total contracrual : 44,000
Expenses:
: Software & video update 10,000
. Usilities 2,400
! Communicatons 3,600
i Office/maintenance supplies 6,000
L Literature handouts/maps 12,000
i | Coffee service/tourists 6,000
Total expenses 40,000
N Total Estimated Operating Costs {97/98 costs) 283,260
5 Total Estimated Operating Costs {39/00 costs) 312,254
: Total Estimated Operating Costs 15 yrs. © 16,738,855
P Cost increases caleulated @ 5%/vear
1 E. Bayou Sorrel .
BAYQU SORREL ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS
Irem | Area & Unit | Subtoral | E&D | Total
Locks” Viewing Stand and Display:
Site work 3 acres @ $5,000 . 15,000 1,800 16,800
Structure 2,200 sqft @ $120 264,000 31,600 295,600
Furnishings ' 30,000
b Display -~ 50,000 6,000 56,000
o Parking/roads 35,000 sgft @ $3 105,000 12,600 117,600
Utdlities - 75,000
Total Viewing Stand and Display 591,000
Boat Launch Upgrade:
Complete fill 1, 000 cuyd @ %40 40,000 4 800 44 800
Extend ramp 12,000 sqft @ 310 120,000 14,400 134,400
Parking 25, 000 sgft @ $2 © 50,000 6,000 56,000
Total boat launch upgrade 233,200
Total Bayou Sorrel Estimated Costs 826,200
BAYOU SORREL ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS
No State funds are involved.
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F. Bavou Pigeon

BAYOU PIGEON ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS

ltem Atea & Unit Subtotal E&D Total
Boat Launch Upgrade:
Site waork 3 acres @ $3,000 15,000 1,500 16,800
Ramp Exten. 6,000 sqft @ $10 60,000 7,200 67,200
Parking 25,000 sgft @ 52 50,000 6,000 56,000
Total boar launch uperade 140,000
Total Bayou Pigeon Estimated Costs 140,000
BAYOU PIGEON ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS
No State funds are involved.

G. Lzke Verrer {Atchafalays Wilderness Center East)
1 AKE VERRET ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS

Estimate for land and development from 1997

SCCORP 7,000,000

LAKE VERRET ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS
Assumed to be the same as Catahoula FY 97/98 508,860
FY 99/00 561,018
i Toral Operating Costs 15 years 12,105,951

Cost increases calculated @ 5%/year

H. Stephensville
STEPHENSVILLE ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS

: Itern | Area & Unit [ Subtotal | E&D | Toml
Boat launch (2-lane} new
Site work 4 acres @ $5,000 20,000 2,400 22,400 )
Fill 3,000 cuyds @ $40 120,000 14,400 134,400
Ramp 8,000 sgft @ $10 80,000 8,600 89,600
Parking 30,000 sqft @ 32 60,000 7,200 67,200
Access road 1/, mile @ 200,000/m| . 100,000 12,000 112,000
Total Estimated Cost Boat Launch 425,600

Regional Park and recreation area:

Fill 10 acre area and build facilities as oudined’
in Section 7481 H.
Cost estimate from Al Landry, Architect for

St. Martn Parish 970,000
(subject to land donation)
Total estimated Cost Stephensville - 1,395,600

STEPHENSVILLE ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS

No State funds are involved.




1. US. 90 Entry - Morgan City
MORGAN CITY ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS

ltem Area & Unit Subtoral E&D Total
AMACCenter _
Site wotk 6 acres @ $5,000 30,000 3,600 33,600
Structure 25,000 sqft @ 130 3,250,000 390,00C | 3,040,000
Info. Nemwork 150,000
Dispiays 250,000 30,000 280,000
Fumnishings -200,000
Parking/access rd 40,000 sgft. @2.50 100,000 12,000 112,000-
Total Escmated Cost AMACCenter 4,415,600
Boar dock (fleating):
Structure 2,000 sqft @ 575 150,000 18,000 168,000
Anchors/bumpers 16,000
Berths 6 @ $10, 000 60,000 7,200 67,200
Decking 2,000 sqft @ $10 20,000 2,400 22,400
Tour Center (on dock):
Structure 300 sqft @ $120 36,000 4,320 40,320
Furnishings ' 3,000
Walloway to Center 10,000
Lighting/Udlities : 50,000
Landscaping and walkways: 50,000
Total Estimated Cost Center Area 426,920
Campgrounds:
20 A-frame Lodges 20 @ $96,000 1,920,000 11,520 | 1,931,520
- 20 RV Ports 20 @ $15,000 300,000 36,000 336,000
Ulilities 100,000
Landscaping _ 30,000
Renovate existing 500,000
Total Estimated Cost Campgrounds 2,897,520
Hiking/Bike Trails
Hard surface 5,280 sqyd@ $35 184,800 22,176 206,976
Swimming Area:
Rest Rooms 400 sqft @ $100 40,000 4,800 44,800
Swimming/sun - :
bathing area : 40,000
Access/patking 50,000 sqft @ 34 200,000 24,000 224,000
Total Swimming Area 308,800
_ Boar Launch Upgrade: : -
| Site work 100,000 sqft @ $1 100,000 12,000 112,000
; Ramp extension 5,000 sgft @ $5 _ 25,000 3,000 28,000
Parking 20,000sqft @ 33 60,000 7,200 67,200
Lights/warer 20,000
Dock (fioatingd '
Structure 200 sgft @ $75 15,000 1,800 16,800
Anchors/bumpers 2,000
Decking | 200 sgft @ 510 2,000 240 2,240
Boardwalk 1,200 sgit @ $25 30,000 3,600 33,600
Toral Boat Launch/Dock . 281,840
= Total Morgan City (project total) 8,537,656
Bulkhead/fill - non-project funding arranged by
Corps - required State matching funds 1,000,000
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I U.S. 9C Entry - Morgan Ciry
MORGAN CITY ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS

ltemn No. | Subtotal | Amount Total
Personnel:
Facility Manager 1 35,000
Secretary 1 17,000
Wildiife Educaror 3 25,000 75,000
Wildlife Agent 1) ' 6 22,000 132,000
Maintenance 1 18,000
Groundskeeper 1 16.000
Total Personnel 293,000
Benefits @ 23% 67,390
Total Personnel/Benefits 360,390
Contractual:
Display Update {annual) 30,000
Solid Waste Disposal ' 3,120
Total Contractual 33,120
Operating Services: 2)
Urilides _ 25,000
Telephone 5,000
Rentals {equipment) 12,000
Printing 25,000
Postage 20,000
Insurance 100,000
Repairs/Maintenance 30,000
Miscellaneous 20,000
Total Operating Services 237,000
Supplies:
Office 16,000
Computer 18,000
Audio-Visual 72,000
Building/grounds supplies _ 20,000
Repair/maintenance supplies ‘ 10,000
Other operating supplies 20,000
Total Operatng Supplies - 156,000
Total Operating Costs AMACCenter FY 97/98 786,510
Total Operating Costs AMACCenter FY 99/00 867,128
Total Operating Costs for 15 years B 18,711,361
Cost increases calculated @ 5%/year

1) Wildlife Agents: 2 for, DWF Research Center
2 for Lower Basin Seeurity & Informadon
{based in Morgan city)
2 for Upper Basin Security & Information
) {based in Henderson areal
2} Indirect cost omined - Operating Services includes all
costs normally listed as Indirect Costs.

Developed Campgrounds, Trails, Boat and Canoce Launch,
Swimming Area, and Associated Grounds:
No state funds involved.




~1

o
N

], Charenton (Chitimacha Narion)

ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS - CHARENTON

[tem Area & Unit Subrtotal E&D Tozal

Docl: for Boar Tours:
Structure 200 sgft @ $75 15,000 1,800 16,800
Anchors/bumper 2,000
Decking 200 sgft @ $10 2,000 240 2,240
Boardwalk 800 saft @ $25 20,000 2,400 22 400
Total Charenton Dock ] 43,440

ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - CHARENTON
No State funds are involved.

K. Lake Fausse Pointe

See Access Secdon 4.80 for road improvements to this site. I

L. Catahoula - ATCHAFALAYA WILDERNESS CENTER - WEST
ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS

Cost estimate by Office of State Parks 6,224,270
Crafts center requested by Parish and City 526,500
Upgrade Catahoula Boat Launch and parking area 400,000
Total Estimated Capital Costs - Catahoula 7,150,770
ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - CATAHQUILA - AWC
| Item Nao. Unit Subtotal Toral
| T Personnel:
; SPA Director 1 40,000
Secretary 1 17,000
: Facility Manager 1 25,000
: Naturalists 2 18, 000 36,000
Maintenance Manager 1 20,000 N
- Mechanic 1 16,000
B Groundskeeper 2 15,000 30,000
o Interpretive Center:
| Curator 1 30,000
‘ o Assistant 1 22,000
- Naturalists 2 | 18000 | 36000
B Total Personnel 272,000
Benefits @ 23% : 62,560
3 Toral Personnel & Benefits 334,560
o Indirect Costs - not applicalle,
P since there is no Cost/sharing
: Contractual:
Contract labor 18, 000
Display (update) 30, 000
Solid Waste Disposal 4,800
Total Contracmual : 52,800
Expenses:
Operating services 80,000
Suppties ' 30,000
Travel and per diem 1,500
Misc, expenses 10,000
Total expenses 121,500
Total Operating Costs FY 97/98 costs 508,860
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ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - CATAHOULA - AWC West { Cont.)

ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - CYPRESS COVE

No State funds are invelved.

Total
Total Operating Costs ar Beginning of Project - FY 99/00 361,018
Total Operating Costs for 13 vears 12,105,951
Cost increases calculated ar 5%/yr.
Note: 1 cultural center is included funds will be requested for addidenal guides and
natve or local people for crafs displays and periodic enterainment.
M. St Mardnville
ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS - ST. MARTINVILLE
Estimate furnished by Mayor’s Office -
City of St. Martinville 1,500,000
ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - ST. MARTINVILLE
No State funds are involved. : ]
N. Cypress Cave - Lynch Botanical Gardens
ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS - CYPRESS COVE

Item Area & Unit Subtotal E&D Total
3 Dack - Tour boats:
3 (floating)
' Site work -20,000 sqft @ $1 20,000 2,400 122,400
3 Structure 300 sgft @ $75 22,500 2,700 25,200
Anchors/bumpers 3,000
Decking/railing 300 sqft @ $10 3,000 360 3,360
¢ Boardwalk 600 sgft @ $25 15,000 1,800 16,800
Total Dock 70,760
Footbridge 150" (75" span)
900 sqft @ $100 90,000 10,800 100,800
Waltkway 1;800 sgft @ $5 9,000 1,080 10,080
Total Footbridge/ Walloway 110,880
Service Bridge & 5,000 sgft @ $40 200,000
Access road 1/4 mile @ $200,000( 50,000 30,000 280,000
Heritage Center:
Site work 3 acres @ $5,000 15,000 1,800 16,800
Structure 8,000 sqft @ $120 | 720,000 86,400 960,000
Landscape 75,000
Furnishings . 35,000
E-f Towl Estimated Costs - Heritage Center 1,086,800
Total Estimated Costs - Cypress Cove 1,548,440




O. Henderson

P. Ramah

ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS - HENDERSON

Liem Area & Unit Subrotal E&D Toral
Elevated Board walk | 63,360 sqft @ $50 3,168,000 | 380,160 B, 548,160
6-Viewing & .
Phoro Ops 960 sgft @ §50 48,000 5,760 53,760
Bike Trail
incl. Fill 7,040 sqyds @ $50 352,000 | 42,240 394,240
Alligator Area
Planning 20,000
Bulkhead Planning 50,000
Water Access 150,000
Improve Roads See Secrion 4-12
Total Capital Costs - Henderson 4,716,160
ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - HENDERSON
No State funds are involved.
ESTIMATED CAPITAL COSTS - RAMAH
Item Area & Unit Subtoral E&D Total
Dock - Tour boats:
{floating) :
Site work 15,000 sqft @ $1 15,000 1,800 16,800
Structure 320 sqf @ $75 24,000 2,880 26,880
Anchors/bumper : 3,000°
Decking/ail 320 sgft @ $10 3,200 384 3,584
Boardwalk 600 sqft @ $25 15,000 1,800 26,800
Total dock 71,064
Boat launch upgrade: -
Site work 50,000 sgft @ $1 50,000 6,000 56,000
Ramp extension 10,000 sgft @ $5 50,000 6,000 56,000
Parking ext. 30,000 sqft @ $3 90,000 10,800 100,800
Total boat launch : 212,800
Canoe Assembly &
Launch; parking:
Site work 30,000 sqft @ $1 30,000 3,600 33,600
Parking 12,000 sgft @ $2 24,000 2,880 26,880
Touwl Canoe 60,480
Dredging water access:
Survey & permit 50,000 50,000
Dredging (est.) 500,000 60,000 560,000
Total dredging 610,000
- Total Ramah 960,344

ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - RAMAH

No State funds are involved.




(). Primitive Campgrounds

. _ Existing primitive campgrounds in the Auakapas
Since the state Land Office has agreed not 1o allow &P 7 Pe P

o s and the Sherburne Wildlife Management Areas are

additonal camps on state lands (see Secdon 5.42 B)

. - : available.
except on the 40 designared sub-divided areas, which
areas are not suitable for prjmi[jue Campgrounds' The following bUd'gEt is included to pTOVidC funds
alternatve sites are being investigated on other lands. for alternative sites, if found:

ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - PRIMITIVE CAMPGROUNDS
| 3 @ $143,000 each (COE estimate) : 429,000
ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - PRIMITIVE CAMPGROUNDS

R. Developed Campgrounds

Supervisory:
DWF Wildlife Agent (see Section 7.93 H)

Contractual: ,
: Clean-Up and disposal - 2 visits/site/month 10,000
Totl Estimated Operating Costs FY 97/98 10,000
Total Estimated Costs FY 99/00 11,025
Total Estimated Costs for 15 years 242,550
13

TR

r ' Inctuded in Entry Point Budgets

S. Boat Launch

5-lane Boat Launch:
Butte LaRose upgrade (I-10 Exit - existing
launch with access to Lake Henderson) 225,000
Mpyetre Point upgrade _ 381,840
4 Sandy Cove upgrade : 381,840
2lane Boat Launch: :
Burte LzRose with access :
to Atchafalaya River, 545,000
Belle River upgrade ' 605,320
Bayou Benoit upgrade ' 240,000
& Marshfield landing upgrade 350,000
of Canoe Assemnbly and Launch:
Lirle Bayou Sorrel (new) 225,000
i Total Boat Launch Facilities & Upgrades
i (not previously budgeted) . 2,954,000
A ESTIMATED OPERATING COSTS - BOAT LAUNCH

[ No State funds are involved.
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7.94 Sponsors

A LOCATION FACILITY SPONSOR
Old River Locks all Corps of Engineers
B. Simmesport all Red River Waterway
Comm./Parish
C. Kroz Springs Sherburne WMA Dept. Wildlife & Fisheries
Auxchafalaya National USFWS & DWF
Wildlife Refuge

D. I-10 Entry
E. Bayou Sorrel

F. Bayou Pigeon
G. Lake Verret

H. Stephensville

L. Morgan City

J. Charenton
K. Lake Fausse Pointe
L. Carshoula

M. St. Martinville
N. Cypress Cove

O. Henderson

P. Ramah

(3. Prirnitive
Campgrounds

R. Developed
Campgrounds

S. Boat launch
(not indl. above)

Canoe launch

Indian Bayou
Visitor Information
Lock Viewing Area
Boat launch

Boart launch
Archafalaya Wilder-
ness Cenrter-East
Community Park
Boat Launch
AMACCenter
Campgrounds
Trails/Swimming
Boat Launch

Lake End Park
Boat Dock

State Park
Atrchafalaya Wilder-
ness Center-West
Boat launch

RV Pads/campground
Heritage Center
Boat dock

Elevated walkway
Bike trail

Planning Assistance
Boat launch

Boat dock

Water access
under study

see above

Buite LaRose (lake)
Butte LaRose (river)
Myette Point

Bayou Benoit

Belle River .
Marshfield Landing
Sandy Cove

Lizle Bayou Sorrel
Bayou Pigeon
Bayou Sorrel
Ramah

Upper Grand River

Corps of Engineers & DWF
CRT Office of Tourism -
Corps of Engineers

Parish, Levee Board

Parish, Levee Board

CRT Office of State Parks
City/Parish

Parish

Dept. Wildlife & Fisheries
City/Parish

City/Parish

Parish, Levee Board

City

Chitimacha Nation

CRT Office of State Parks

CRT Office of State Parks
Parish

City

Lynch Gardens

Lynch Gardens

City/Parish

City Parish

Dept. of Natural Resources
Dept. Transportation/Develop.
Dept. Transportation,/Develop
Dept. of Natural Resources

Depr. Transportation/Develop.
Parish

Parish, Levee Board
Parish, Levee Board
Parish, Levee Board

Parish

Parish, Levee Board

levee Board

Parish, Levee Board

Parish, Levee Board

Parish

Dept. Wildlife & Fisheries




SECTION 8.00
PROJECT MANAGEMENT




8.00 MANAGEMENT
8.10 Focus

As mandated by Congress, the focus of the project shall
be on three primary components:

Regional and ecosystem needs
Project resource capabilides and svitabilides
Expressed public interest and desires

The management team is responsible for maintaining
this focus. -

8.20 Management Team

8.21 The Corps of Engineers, in cooperation with
the State of Louisiang, is responsible for the imple-
mentation of this project .

“The District Engineer is the sole jurisdictional authority 1o
protect and oversee Federal interests in the Archafalaya Basin
Floodway system upon implementztion of the recommended
comprehensive muldpurpose plan. Recreaton and environ-
mental features of the plan would be operated and mainzained
by the appropriate Louisiana state agencies under license, lease,
or other agreements administered by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. The District Engineer will continue to coordinate
with other Federal agencies on special studies and collaeral
interests as required by Federal law and U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers regulations.” (Corps of Engineers Feasibility Study)

8.22 Other Federal agencies with jurisdictional
responsibilities

Environmental Protecion Agency
National Marine Fisheries Service
National Park Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Geological Survey

Natural Resource Conservation Service

8.22 State of Louisiana

At the request of the District Engineer, Governor Foster
appointed the Department of Natral Resources as the
lead state agency to represent the state in this project.

A. Other state agencies involved:

Department of Agriculture and Forestry
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism
Departrment of Environmental Quality
Department of Health and Hospitals
Department of Transportation and Development
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Smte Land Office

B. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was
executed by the state agencies which outlined the
functions and responsibilities of each agency and
established an operating procedure.

C. The Archafalaya Basin Advisory Committes was

formed including:

All smte agencies involved in the Basin

All federal agencies involved in the project

Represenmitives of the Governor's Office and the
Louisiana Legislarare

Parish and local officals

Represenmiives of the Arhafalaya Basin Levee District

Police Jury representatives from Basin parishes

Louisiana Landowner Association -

Representatives from major environmental groups.

Industry representatves

Fishing and huntng clubs

Commercial fishing and crawfishing interests

Private citizens interested in the Basin

The role of the committee is to provide input inmo
the state Master Plan drafting process and to provide
advice as the Plan is implemented. :

D. The organization developed to draft the state
Master Plan is illustrated on Fig. 8.00 A.

The organization’s role includes:

Collection of all pertinent information and the “interests
and desires of the public;”

Development of a partership with the Corps of Engineers
and close cooperation with other federal agencies;

Achieving a consensus on issues and plans.




Organizational structure

STATE OF LOUISIANA

DNR

LEAD AGENCY

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL ADVISORS: POLICY GROUP

SPECIAL ADVISQRS FOR: |

COE, EPA, GOVERNOR'S ™ DNR, DWF,CRT,
OFFICE, LSU. NACS,FWS STATE LANDS, DAF

— COMMUNICATIONS
FUNDING

I |

ACCESS ENVIBONMENTAL WATER MANAGEMENT RECREATION

WORK GROUPS WORK GROUPS WORK GROUPS WORK GROUPS
TECHNICAL ADVISORS TECHNICAL ADVISORS TECHNICAL ADVISORS TECHNICAL ADVISORS

FIGURE 8.00-A: Organizaton to Develop Master Plan

The development of the state Master Plan was the
task of the Working Groups, ‘supervised by the
Policy Group. Technical Advisors o the Working
Groups included representatives of the Corps of
Engineers and other federal agencies, state agencies,
LSU, sportsmen’s organizations, landowners, and

environmental groups. C.

8.30 The State Management Plan

8.31 Implementation of the plan requires manage-
ment of four phases:

A. Preliminary planning phase

This phase involved drafiing the state Master Plan which
was accomplished by the organizational structure described
above. This report marks the compledon of this phase.

B. Advanced planning phase

This phase will involve developing presentatons

the Lead Agency working through the Policy
Group with assistance from the Working Groups
as outlined in the previous section.

This phase of work will be accomplished during
the time period from June 1998 to June 1999.

Implementation phase

Public Access tasks:

Development of an additonal Wildlife Management
Area on Corps of Engineer fee-dtle lands;

Development of a joint management agreement covering
all public access lands in the Basin.

Environmental Easement tasks:

Inspections and monitoring of the environmental easement
lands and reporting viclations to the Corps of Engineers;

Assismnce to the Corps of Engineers as outlined in the
state Master Plan and in the General Agreement
berween the State and the Corps.

and graphics for a series of statewide public meet- : Water Management tasks:

ings to explain the plan, secure additional input,
and develop statewide public support for the project

During this phase, this report will be revised to
include suggestions from the public. Facility
details will beideveloped during the advanced plan-
ning phases and an Executive Summary will be

published. Working with the Corps of Engineers,

Inspections and monitoring of the projects;

Representing the state in all water management inida-
dves conducted by the Corps of Engineers;

Operating those projects which require operation (e.g.
weirs, gaps, and other waterflow contrals);

Cuting and maintaining gaps in pipeline canals.

a General Agreement berween the Corps and Recreation features program tasks:

State will be drafted and approval secured.
The final work under this phase will be the pre-

sentation of the project to the Governor and the
Legislature for approval and funding .

Work included in this phase will be managed by

Purchase of 1,500 acres as required in the smate Master
Plan;

Working with non-federal sponsors of the several sites
in the following tasks:

Detailed planning of the facilities;



Congacang with and supervision of archirects, engi-
neers, and other professionals;

A, “Since several state agencies will be involved, the
state should consider establishing a single manage-
ment entity or authority, staffed ro effectively coordi-
nate all various departmental efforts; i.e., planning,
budgeung, designing, construction, operating, and
maintaining the various support elements of the
comprehensive plan.”

Leting contracts for construction and supervision of
COMISTTUCHOT;

Involving the Corps of Engineers in all decision mak-
ing and other actons.

Flanning and developing the marketing program for local
and nadonal markets to increase public use and enjoyment

! 2 The single management entry suggested by the
of the recreational opporunites.

Corps of Engineers is creared in the office of

D. Operation Phase the lead state agency by this chapter.

B. “It is also recommended thar the State eswblish
a subordinate law enforcement entity with police
powers and arrest authority to adequately conrrol
and protect all public and private use and natural
resource features of the Basin.”

Continue operating public access areas; condnue envi-
ronmental easement moniroring;

Condnue monitoring and operation of water manage-
ment PIojects;

Central management of all recreation facilities working

through the local norfederal sponsor. Different state, federal, and local agencies have leg-

istatively mandated enforcement authorities that are
sufficient to protect all public/private use and natural
resource features.

8.32 Management Plan

The Corps of Engineers has made two recommendartions
concerning managemnent of these activides:

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

STATE OF LOUISIANA
DNR
Office of secretary
Project Director

- Corps of Engineers

- Finance
Athcaialaya Basin = |__ Records
Advisory Commitiee Contracts :
DWE, EPA, NPS, LSU, USGS, Inspectors/Liaisons Alchafataya Basin

Public Access RAesearch Board

Environmental =1 CRT, DAF, DEQ, DHH, DNR,
Water Mgmt, DOTD, DWF, SLO, Govemor's
Recreation Ofiice, Atchafalaya Leeve Board

USFWS Commercial Fishing and
Crawfishing Interests, Fishing &
Hunting Clubs, Landowners,
Environmental Organizations

Public Access Environmental Water Management Recreation
DWF-Joint management of DAF-monitoring compliance DAF-tree conditions & CRT-operate Parks &
Wildlite Management with easement regula- growth visitors’ center

Argas tions for tree harvesting -regeneration

SLO-monitoring campsites, DWF-monitor biclogical
structures and tree har- effectiveness of
vesting on State land pIojects

COE- monitoring camps & -water quality
structures on COE -water levels
lands -water depth

-accretion
-fish & wildlife
inventories

DNERE-engineering
-maintaining cuts and
gaps
-indusiry liaison

Non-ederal sponsors of
eath site will report 10 the
Project Director

FIGURE 8.00 B Organization to Implement Master Plan
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8.33 The organizational structure to provide effec-
tive management is illustrated in Fig. 8.00-8.

As noted, the Research Board and the Project Director,
with assistance from the Advisory Committee, will fur-
nish the following direction and services to all activites:
Coordination with the Corps of Engineers in decision-mak-
ing and funding
Funding accounting and disbursement
Recordkeeping and reporting
Contract administration
Inspections and coordinating '
Supervising contract housekeeping services at pnmitive
campgrounds '
Publicity, citizen awareness and response

8.34 Annual Management Cost Estimates

A. First phase - Preliminary Planning (FY 97/98)

The time and expenses of agency personnel who
worked on the project were absorbed by the agencies
involved. Other than the Corps, federal agencies
operaied in the same fashion. Individuals represent-
ing organizations donated their time.

The following state costs have been accumulated
for cost/share purposes: _
Tasks completed during First Phase include:

Completion and acceptance by agencies of a
Memorandum of Understanding among the state
agencies involved in the Atwchafalaya Basin;

Achieving consensus of governments, organiza-
tions, and interested citizens, and drafting of the
state Master Plan for the Aichafalaya Basin.

ESTIMATED MANAGEMENT COSTS FOR FIRST PHASE

No.| Unit Cost/Share
Subtotal Total State
Budger
Increase
Personnei:
Project Director 1 36,000
Agency personnel:
Meetings: 2,400hrs 20/hr 44.000
Dara 1,400hrs 20/hr 28,000
GIS 30 hrs 25/hr 750
LSuU:
Data 20 hrs 30/hr 600
GIS 100 hrs 25/hr 2,500
Total personnel 115,850
Fringe benefits @ 23% 26,646
Total Personnel & benefit, 142,496
Indirect costs {space, equipment,
utilities, administragve. ec) @ 40% 56,598
Contractual:
Diafting MOU and Master Plan 25,000
Expenses:
Travel, per-diem 600
Office supplies 500
Printing 7,500
Total expense 8,600
TOTAL STATE COST FIRST PHASE 233,094 0

B. Second Phase - Advanced Planning (FY 98/99)

The following estimated costs cover more
detailed planning (particularly with the non-eder-
al sponsors of the recreation features), adminis-
trative and supervisory services supporting the
work in Buffalo Cove, planning and conductng

statewide public meetings to explain the state
Master Plan, developing a general agreement with
the Corps of Engineers concerning the
Cost/Share process, and working with the
Governor and Legislature in the drafting of the
enabling legislation. :




ESTIMATED MANAGEMENT CCSTS FOR SECOND PHASE

FY 98/99
No. i Unit ‘ Cost/Share
Subrtotat Total State
Budger
Increase
Personnel: -
Project Director 1 58,000 | - 58,000
Secretary/Asst. 1 31,000 31,000
Financial Officer .
(part ime) 1) 1 13,400
Total personnel 102,400 . 89,000
Fringe Benefits @ 23% 23,552 20,470
Totwl Personnel & Benefits S 125,952 109,470
Indirect costs (space, equipment, 50,366
administrative support, utilities, @ 40%
Contractual:
Technical assistance  2) 20,000 20,000
Expenses:
Travel, perdiem, meeting roormns 7,000 7,000
Office supplies 5,000 5,000
Reports, video/slides, printing, :
and miscellaneous expenses 10,550 10,550
Tortal expenses . 22,550 22,550
TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS SECOND PHASE| 218,868 | 152,020 _
1) To assist Director in negotiating cost/share federal sponsors, and for other technical purposes.
;f;:;;nyeg;zz S?ﬁ?;;Of Engineers (borrowed from C. Third Phase - Implementation (FY 1999.2010)

The estimated costs for the Office of the Project
Director during the construction phase estimated to
end in 2010 are as follows:

2) To prepare visual presentations for public meet
ings, to assist Director in advanced planning with non-
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ESTIMATED MANAGEMENT COSTS FOR THIRD PHASE
Fy 99/00 - FY 2010

No.| Unit Cost/Share
Subrotal Total State
Budget
Increase
Personnet: -
Project Director 1 68,000 68, 000
Secretary 1 32,550 . 32,550
Accountant (PT) 1 1c¢, 000 -
Bookkeeper (PT) 1 15,000
| Contract Administrator
| (part time) 1 15,000
| Coordinator (Z-T-}] 1 14,450 14,450
i Total Personnel 155,000 115,000
| Benefits @ 23% 35650 - 26,450
| Towl Personnel & Benefits 190,650 141,450
| Tndirect costs (space, equipment, utlities,
administrative support, etc.) @ 40% 76,260
Expenses: :
" Travel and per-diem 4,500
Office supplies, 3,000
Printine & miscellaneous 10,000 :
Total Expenses 17,500 17.500
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 99/00 284,410 158,950
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 00/01 298,631 166,896
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 01/02 313,563 175,243
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 02/03 329,241 184,005
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 03/04 345,703 193,205
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 04/05 362,988 202,865
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 05/06 381,137 213,008
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 06/07 400,194 223,658
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 07/08 420,204 234,841
TOTAL MANAGEMENT COSTS FY 08/09 441,214 246,583
ESTIMATED MGMT. COSTS THIRD PHASE 3,577,285 1 1,999,256

Cost increases are calculated at 5%/year for personnel and increase in cost of goods- and services.

Work during this phase includes overseeing pub- " D. Fourth Phase - Operations (FY 10/15)
lic access features; easement violation monitoring,

. ) T After construction is completed, the operatons
the warer management project planning, maintain-

management which began in FY 98/99 will contin-

Ing, MONNOTNE, 'fmd managing the construction we 1o the end of the 15-year budget plan in 2015.
projects for recreational features.




ESTIMATED STATE COSTS FOR FOURTH PHASE

FY 08/10- FY 13/14

No.{ Unirt

Cost/Share

Subtotal

Torl

Stare
Budpget

Increase

The recreation construction will have been completed, tnus
management responsibilities are reduced to the supervision

and financial officer roles with following resulting costs:
Permanent staff 138,000 138,000
Part time staff 18_, 060
Tortal personnel 156,000 138,000
Benefits @ 23% 35,880 31,740
Total Personnel & Benefits 191,880 160,740
Indirect costs {space, equipment
utilities, administrative support @ 40%) 76,752
Expenses:
Travel and Per-Diem 4,500
Office supplies 3,000
Total expenses - 7,500 7,500
; Total State Cost for FY 09/10 276,132 171,240
Total State Cost for FY 10/11 289,939 186,102
i Total State Cost for FY 11/12 304,436 195,407
Total State Cost for FY 12/13 319,658 205,177
Total State Cost for FY 13/14 335,641 215436
ESTIMATED STATE COST FOR
FOURTH PHASE 1,525,806 979,362

toring programs for Environmental Easements and

o Water Management projects, and supervision and
”f%f monitoring the Recreation program.

o '

%ﬂ 8.35 Cost Share

i .

s Federal/State or local cost share ratio is:

Public Access
Environmental
Water Management
Recreation
Construction
Operation

- 15%/25%
15%/25%
5%/25%

50%/50% *
0%,/100%

Land costs 100% state, however it is credited
as part of state 50% for total cost/share (land +
development), thus included in construcdon;
therefore the total cost/share is 50% Federal
and 50% state.

Work during this phase includes overseeing Public ]
Access features, managing the inspection and moni--

Cost increases are caleulated at 5%/vear for personne! and increase in cost of goods and services,

The division of tasks and of costs will be outlined in

the General Agreement during 1998.

The estimated total State costs for center manage-
ment are as follows:

Itern Cost/ State

Share Budger

. Total Increase
First Phase - FY 97/98 233,094 0
Second Phase FY 98/99 218,868 148,020
Third Phase - FY 99/10 | 3,577,285 1,999,254
Fourth Phase FY 10/15 | 1,525,806 979,362
Total 5,555,053 3,126,636
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§.36 Responsibility for Safety and Law Enforcement

This section is in response to the Corps of
Engineers recommendation that the State establish a
“subordinate law enforcement entity with police
powers...”

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has
such authority to enforce laws governing fish and
game and boating safety.

The Sheriff of each Parish has police powers to
enforce criminal laws.

However, neither organization has the personne!
provide the type service found in national parks
where park rangers enforce the laws and also serve
as sources of information, give safety instruction,
and give educational seminars 1o interested groups.

The State Master Plan, therefore, includes a propos-
al for additional DWF personnel to act as basin
rangers, in addition to their present duties.
Additional personnel and increase in department
budgers are included in Section 7.00.

Management of this force and cooperation with the
parish officials will be DWF's responsibility.



SECTION 9.00
FINANCIAL FACTORS
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9.00 FINANCIAL FACTORS

i 90 Costs
‘ 911 Construction Costs
’ Item Subtotal Total Subject
to Cost/Share
Improvement to state highways
; for access to recreaton areas 16,355,000
; Total Access : 16,355,000
: Recreadon: Land Acquisiton : - 1,595,000
Simmesport (separate funding)
110 Visitor Information 905,020
Bayou Sorrel 826,200
Bayou Pigeon 140,000
Lake Verret (SPA - East) 7,000,000
Stephensville 1,395,600
Morgan City (see 1) below) 8,537,656
Charenton 43,440
Catahoula (SPA West) 7,150,770
St. Martinville : ) 1,500,000
Cypress Cove (Lynch Gardens) 1,548,440
Henderson 4.216,160
Ramah 960,344
Primitve Campgrounds 429,000
Boat Launch (not ind. above) 2,954,000
Total Recreation Construction 39,201,630
Total 55,556,063

1) Bulkheads/fill not included: toml cost $3,000,000; Corps arranged non—projcét funds ($2,000,000)

State share $1,000,000
Construction costs are projected to FY 99/00 and mus: be adjusted for inflationary increases when

construction dates are determined,




9.12 Operating Costs

Item Sur-Up | Annual Total Toral Subject
FY 99/00 15 Years |10 Cost/Share
Wildlife Management Areas
(4) ABFS {5) State 28,436,491 25.758,378
Monitoring Easements
DAF 71,080 254455 5,734,604
State Land Office 73,202 141,433 3,303,481
Total 144,282 395,908 9,038,085
Monitoring Water
Management Projects:
DWE 560,038 1,599,640 | 36,464,309
DAF 30,372 655,397
IPNR 3650001 495233 | 11166531
Total 9250381 2,125,245 48,286,237
Recreation:
[-10 Visitor Crr. 312,294 6,738,855
Lake Verret SPA 561,081 | 12,105,951
Morgan City AMACC 867,128 | 18,711,361
Catahoula SPA 561,018 | 12,105,951
Primidve Camps 11,025 242,550
Total 2,312,546 49,904,668
Management 370,337 5,555,053 5,555,053
{aver.) : :
Totals 5,204,036 138,542,421
9.20 Cost/Share
9.21 Construction Costs
Total Cost/Share State Budget
COE Stare Increase
COE land and easement pur- 2)
chases & water projects 146,637,517 [146,637,517 0 0
State Project:
Roads to Rec. sites 16,355,0001 8,177,500 | 8,177,500 8,177,500
Recreation Projects:
Morgan City: MACCenter :
1/3 Recreation 1,471,867 735,934 735,933 735,933
2/3 Environmental 2,943,733 2,207,800 735,933 735,933
Morgan Ciry: Bulkhead 1,000,000
Other Rec. Projects 35,592,030 17,796,015 17,796,015 17,796,015
Total Construction 203,000,147 (175,554,766 | 27,445,381 28,445,381




9.22 Operating Costs

Toral Cost/Share State Budger
COE State Increase 2)
Wildlife Management Areas 3)
(4) Project, (5) State 125,758,378 19,318,784 | 6,439,594 7,612,945
Monitoring Easements-15 yrs 9,038,085 | 6,778,364 | 2,259,521 1,234,761
Monitoring Water Management
Projects - 15 years 48,286,237 | 36,214,678 112,071,559 | 6,044,058
Management - 15 years 5,555,053 | 2,77715271 | 2,771,526 3y 427,080
Recreation - 15 vyears
Morgan City: 18,711,361
1/3 Recreation 1} 6,237,120 0 6237120 6,237,120
2/3 Environmental 12,474,241 | 9,355,681 | 3,118,560 3,118,560
Orher Recreation Projects 31,193,307 0 |31,193,307 31,193,307
Total Operation 138,542,421 | 74,445,234 | 64,097,187 55,867,831
Costs Total Construction ,
and 15 yr. Operating Costs 341,542,568 |250,000,000 | 91,542,568 84,313,212

1) The Archafalaya Multi-Agency Culmural Center (AMACCenter) is planned for three floors with the botom floor used for
interprettior: of the Basin's aulturdl, industrial, and environmental resources and the two upper floors 1 be ocoupied by
State and Federal agencies managing the water management feanires and environmenwal easements and the Basin's
unigue natural environment and for research of the Basin’s unique areas.

2) Szare Budpet Increase less Corps cost/share
3) Low because many costs are already funded

FUNDING FROM OTHER FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND SOURCES WILL BE INVESTIGATED FOR THOSE
PROJECTS WHICH MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR THE ABFS, L A. PROJECT
Some projects are conceptual and will require additional feasibility and design studies, funding from the Louisiana
Legislature, and approval and qualification by the Corps of Engineers, including the development of Projecr Cooperadve
Agreements (PCA) between the Corps and the non-federal sponsor for operation and maintenance of the facilities.
State Budget Increase is less than State Share, since Indirect Costs (administrative support, space, uilides, and
other central services) are already furnished; thus, in most cases, Indirect Costs are nor an addidonal cost.

'9.30 Feasibility Analysis

benefit and each round is taxed.
This multiplier is supplied by the Bureau of Economic
Analysis, U.S. Bepartment of Commerce {RIMS I1).

9.31 Methodology

A. Data Sources:

1. Expenditures/person/day: C. Inflationary increases are calculated at 3%,/year.

Hunting/Fishing/Trapping:
Depr. of Wildlife & Fisheries,"Southwick 9.32 Resulting Calculations:
Report” _
General Recreation/Tourism: A Expendi ]
Dept. Culture, Recreation & Tourism - Expendiures/person/day:
" Educational - “Ourdoor Classrooms” - UNO 2000 2010 2020
2. Sales and Income Tax Rates: Hlun‘tmg 70 93 125
Department of Revenue and Taxation Fishing 110 147 198
Trapping” 4000 4000 | 4000
B. Total Ecenomic Impact General Recreation 35 45 &0
The Total Economic Impact (ripple effect) is the Tourist: Mortorist 150 203 272
multplier that measures the number of rounds of Organized Tours 240 322 434
spending by retailer, wholesaler, manufacturer, Educational 15 16 17

and service which occur from the initial expendi-

. . * Includes sale of carch
ture. Each round generates additional economic

Decreasing catch offsers inflationary increases
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B. Multiplier

2.3 (average)

C. Sales and Income Taxes
3.5% (average) - based on the low end of the
' Southwick Report averages to
be on the safe side
- see calculations this page

- TAX REVENUE CALCUILATIONS
2000
Acvity . User Retail Tortal Sale and
Days Sales Economic Income Tax
Impact Revenue
Consumptve Use:
Hunzing 200,000 | 14,000,000 | 35,000,000 1,225,000
Fishing 300,000 | 33,000,000 | 82,500,000 2,887,500
Trapping-Crawfish* 1,400 5,680,000 | 14,200,000 497,000
Non-Consumptive Use:
General Recreation 210,000 7,350,000 | 18,375,000 643,125
Tourism: Motorists 200,000 | 30,000,000 | 75,000,000 2,625,000
Organized Tours 260,000 | 62,400,000 | 156,000,000 5,460,000
Educational 5,000 75,000 187,500 6,563
Totals 13,344,188
2010
Consumptive Use:
Hunting 225,000 | 20,925,000 | 52,312,500 1,830,938
Fishing 327,000 | 48,069,000 | 120,172,500 4,206,038
Trapping-Crawfish™* 1,700 6,800,000 | 17,000,000 595,000
Non-Consumpdve Use:
General Recreation 438,000 | 19,710,000 | 49,275,000 1,724,625
Tourism: Motorists 472,000 | 95,816,000 | 239,540,000 8,383,900
Organized Tours 425,000 | 136,850,000 | 342,125,000 11,974,375
Educational 18,000 288,000 720,000 25,200
Total . 28,740,076
2020
Consumptive Use: . '
Hunting 240,000 | 30,000,000 | 75,000,000 2,625,000
Fishing 350,000 | 43,750,000 | 109,375,000 3,828,125
Trapping-Crawfish™* 2,000 8,000,000 { 20,000,000 700,000
Non-Consumptive Use:
General Recreation-. 745,000 | 44,700,000 | 111 750,000 - 3,911,290
Tourism: Mortorists 675,000 | 183,600,000 | 459,000,000 16,065,000
Organized Tours 700,000 | 303,800,000 | 759,500,000 26,582,500
Educational 37.000 629,000 1.572.500 55,038
Totals 53,766,953

* Includes sale of catch which will decrease if efforts to prolong expected life of some h

+* Decreasing cach offsets inflationary increases

abimts not taken




9.33 Tax Revenue Resuiting from Ouf-of-State

- ; Corps of Engineers acceptance of each of the fea-
Visitor Expenditures

wres of the Plan and approval of the cost esd-
mates shown or the successful granting of alter-
native sources of federal funding;

2. Many of the tasks outlined in the Plan will be per-
formed by State Agencies individually or through
joint management thus a method o transfer funds
must be smdied. A General Agreement will be
signed with the Corps of Engineers in mid-1998
which will darify this procedure. If addidonat feder-
al authorization is required o authorize fund trans-

Louisiana visitors’ expendirures at the Basin do not
result in an increase in State tax revenue, since the
visitors” disposable income spent in the Basin may
be spent elsewhere in the State.

However, ourof-state visitors' expenditures tesult in
an increase in Louisiana’s tax revenue. This increase
results from the foliowing:

2000|2010 2020 _ : .
Mumong 15% fers, the State is prepared to seck that authority.
of wotal 183,750 274,641 393,750 3. Several operations included in the Plan are on-
Fishing - 10% i going operations and are included to take advan-
TOf [?tal 288,750 | 420,604 382,813 tage of the Corps’ cost/share. These include:
OurLsm:
Motorists - 20% 525,000 | 1,676,780 | 3,213,000 - Operation, by the Department of Wildlife and
Org. Tours- 75% | 4,095,000 | 8,980,781 { 19,936,875 Fisheries, of the Sherburme and Anakapas Island
Torals 5,092,500 [11,352,806 | 23,926,438 Wildlife Management Areas - additional federal
Subtract 1997 tax ' authorization may be required for this purpose;
Tevenue 3,851,738 | 3,861,738 3,861,738 o ) ]
Toml tx Teverie Improvement of existing state highways in, and
increase to State | 1,240,762 | 7,491,068 | 20,064,700 bordering, the Basin to accommodate the
resulting from expected increased use - alternative sources of
Axchafalaya Project funding may be required;

Fish and wildlife habitat monitoring by the
Deparmment of Wildlife and Fisheries and
forestry monitoring by the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry;

If the Plan is not implemented, these operations will
continue at full cost rather than the reduced cost due o
cost/share from the Corps and other funding sources;

Parish tax revenue would increase for all activities.

9.34 Fee Income from State Preservation Areas -

The two proposed State Preservation Atreas charge
admission fees for entering the area and, in the pro-
posed Atchafalaya Wilderness Area East; rentals for
the lodges, RV docks, and camping areas.
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B. Qualifications or changes due to scheduling:
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This fee income is estimated as follows:
By 2010 — $300,000/year
By 2020 — $425,000/year

9.35 Total Tax Increase and Fee Income

9.40 Suggested Funding Plan

9.4 Qu'aliﬁcations to the Plan

A. Qualificadons due to Corps of Engineer regulations:

1. The cost/share calculated depends upon the

1. The Plan is a 15year program which will be
reviewed and evaluated every five years w determine
the feasibility of each of the programs. At the end of

_“the 15year pericd it is expected thar the Plan will be

evaluated and revised and a new 15year plan adopted;

2. All costs are based on a beginning date imme-

i PgTEm— 2000 2010 2020 diately after the Plan is authorized and funded by

i | increase 1,240,762 | 7,491,068 | 20,064,700 the Legislarure.

] Fee income 0| 300,000 425,000 3. Some of the programs will be delayed due to
Tortal 1,240,762 | 7,791,068 | 20,489,700 - planning time required by the non-federal spon-

" sor and other factors. These programs include:

Road improvements
land purchases for recreational purposes
Recreadonal feamres

An estimated starting date for these programs is
noted on the next page.




9.42 Capital Outlay increase in sales wax revenues rtesulting from our-
ofstate visitor purchases plus some fee income is
A. Schedule sufficient to liguidate the bonds, pay some of the

operating expense until about 2013, and then

The Plan suggests that the capital costs be made -
produce a surpius sufficient to recover the pre-

available as follows

FY 99,00 $8.000.000 ceding deficit and, in effect, place the total burden

FY 02/03 $8.000.000 of debt payment and operating costs on the user,

FY 04/05 $7.000.000 rather than on the general public.

FY 06/07 $7,000,000 Additionally, it should be noted that the Plan

Total $30,000,000 absorbs the capital costs of two State Preservation
Total increased from $27.070,381 estimated to Areas already included in the State Parks Plan

totalling $13,224,270 and the operating budger of
approximately $24,000,000.

provide a contingency and for rounding.
B. Source of funds

A bond issue is the suggested source of funds. 9.43 Operating Cost Funding

C. Funds recovery The following table shows the annual operating
As shown in the next secion the anticipated costs for fifteen years:

State Budget Increase

Fiscal Year{ ACCESS |[MONITORING EASEMENTS WATER MANAGEMENT RECREATION MANAGEMENT | TOTAL
DWF DAF SLO DAF DNR DWF CRT DWF DNR

FY 97/98 1)
FY 98/99 2) 1)
FY 99/00 | 352,801 92,3627 86,216 271 432.384* 1 6794447 1,445,560 433,564 16,745 3,539,356
FY 00/01 370,441 22,346 13,665 285 47,413 125,376 1,517,848 455,242 17,582 2,570,198
FY 01/02 | 388,963 23,463 14,348 299 49,784 131,645 1,593,738 478.004 18,461 2,698,706
FY 02/03 | 408,411 24,636 15,065 314 52.273 138,227 1,673,426 501,904 19,384 2,833,640
FY 03/04 | 428,832 25,868 15,818 330 54,887 145,138 1,757.099 526,999 10,353 2975324
FY 04/05 | 450,274 27,161 16,609 347 57,631 152,395 1,844,933 553,349 21,371 3,124,090
FY 05406 | 472,788 108,519 99,829 364 164,522 | 800,626 | 1937202 581,016 22,440 4,187,306
FY 06/07 | 496,427 29,943 18,31 382 63,539 168,016 2,034,062 610,068 23,562 3,444,312
FY 07/08 | 521,248 31,442 19,227 401 66,716 176,417 2,135,764 640,571 24,740 3,616,526
FY 08/0% | 547310 33,014 20,188 421 70,052 185,238 1,242,552 672,599 25,977 3,797.351
FY 09/10 | 574,670 34,465 21,197 442 73.355 194,500 2,354,679 706,230 39,174 3,998,718
FY 10/11 { 603,410 129,140* 117,770* 464 127,092 | 949870" | 2472414 741,542 -~ 41,133 5,182,835*
FY11/12 | 633,581 38,218 23,370 487 81,095 214,436 2,596,034 778,618 43,190 4,409,025
FY 12/13 | 665,260 40,129 24,539 511 85,150 225,158 2,725,836 817,548 45,350 4,629,481
FY 13/14 } 698,523 42,135 25,766 5317 89,408 236,416 2,862,130 §58.426 47,618 4,860,959
TOTAL1 [7,612,945 702,843 531,918 |5855 | 1,515,301 | 4,522,902 | 31,193,307 | 9,355,680 427,080 55,867,831
TOTAL 2 17,612,945 702,843 " 531918 5855 | 1,515,301 | 4,522,902 | 25,717,758 | 7,988,670 427,080
Asency:

CRT 31,193, 307

DAF 702, 843 5,855 )

DNR 1,515,301 427,080

DWF 7,612,945 4,522,902 9,355,680

SLC 531,918

*Includes smrrup equipment and replacement ]
Torl 1: maximum costs assuming all projects begin FY 99/00 (note that most Access, Menitoring, Water and management operations are already underway.
Total 2: Costs for the period ending FY 13/14 with staggered smrting dates for some recreation projects with are yet to be planned.

These caleulation assume that the Corps of Engineers will provide the Corps’ cost/share in cash or reduce State responsibilides accordingly.

1) FY 97/98 ($233,094) and FY 98/99 ($218,868) funding was provided by separate sources, thus not included above.

7) These touls for DWF provide partial funding for management of the Achafalava Natonal Wildlife Refuge
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ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS

9.44 Comparison of Increased Tax Revenue to Total
Costs

Debt service is calculared on a 1 5-year prorated prin-
cipal plus interest @ 7% basis. The usual 30year
bond would increase the surplus, but substantially
increase the total amount of interest paid. : .

In effect, this plan puts the total burden of debt pay-
ment and operating costs on the user, rather than
the general public.

COMPARISON OF INCREASED TAX REVENUE AND FEE INCOME TO TOTAL COSTS

Millions
P4
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10.00 COMPLEMENTARY PLANS AND
PROGRAMS

1010 Need for Complementary Plans and Programs

Interest in the Archafalaya Basin area, local, nation-
al, and international, is twofold:

The river/swamp ecosystemn;

The people, principally the “Cajuns®, and how they were
shaped by this environmen:.

The State Master Plan for the Atchafalaya Basin is

part of a the Archafalaya Basin Floodway System, LA
Project which encompasses an area bounded by the
East and West Protection Levees plus those com-
munities and areas adjacent to the levees.

Thus, most of the “Cajun” culmre is nestled in com-
munities adjacent to the levees.

A complementary project answers that need.

10.20 The Atchafalaya Trace Heritage Project

Organizers of this project have received the support
of many organizations, including the Dept. of
Culre, Recreation, and Tourism. A bill was
approved, but not funded, by the 1997 Legislature
which - established the Atchafalaya Trace

Commission.

The project is patierned after the National Heritage
Area program defined in the Congressional Act as

BT A T I S AT
TN PR fv

il

“...a place designared by the Congress where natural,.cultural,
historic, and recreational resources combine to form a cohe-
sive, nationally distinetive landscape arising from pamerns of
human activity shaped by geography.”

! " The organizers identify the Greater Atchafalaya Area
| as follows:

- F “.2 unique blend of peoples of Narive, Acadian, Creole,
African, and European origin reside in the many small com-
munities which surround the Archafalaya Basin — an extensive
semi-ropical swamp rich in namral resources and pristine
splendor, a mecea for ourdoor recpeation enthusiasts, a place
5 steeped in the mystique and calor of South Louisiana heritage.”

Thus, this project will be a major addition to the
Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, 1A Project,
providing additional areas of interest to visitors and
an economic boost o the regional economy.

3

. Communities identified will be “Gateways” to the
. project and highways identified will provide aesthet:
I access routes to the project and extensions of the
‘ L visitor's enjoyment of the Atchafalaya Experience.
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10.30 The Wiidflower Management Program for

Atchafalaya Levees

The Bayou Teche Scenic Byway was funded by FHA
in 1994. Part of the project is 10 develop a corridor
management plan with a regional narive wildflower
program as one element of the plan.

The program organizers have suggested that the
West Protection Levee be part of that program, since
it offers extensive land suited for wildflower man-
agement and the opportunity for public enjoyment
to those touring the levee road to visit the many
Basin recreational facilities on this route.

The auraction of the Texas Bluebonnet prograrm has
been studied and used as a pamern for this program
which would be planned as a yearround program
rather than just seasonal, as the bluebonnet festival,

A section of the levee near Henderson has become
a wildflower scenic route by natural means and illus-

trates the added attraction to this route of this blaze
of mingled colors.

10.40 Lower Atchafalaya River Study

An appealing picture to all generations Ricky Verret

The Corps of Engineers is currendy engaged in a
study of the delta of the Atchafalaya River, the
region south of Morgan city, including Avoca and
Bateman Islands and the area 10 the east of the
Archafalaya Basin Floodway, including Lake Verret
and Lake Palourde.

The results of this study will be made available o
the interested public.




10.50 Special Resource Study of Basin by National

Park Service

“The Natonal Park Service (NPS) is conducting a
Special Resource Study of the Atchafalaya Basin, at
the request of Congress. The purpose of the Special
Resource Study is to evaluate the tesources of the
Basin for national significance, examine levels of
existing protection, and to evaluate the suitability
and feasibility of including an area in the national
park system. The swudy will also explore means
whereby basin resources can be protected, interpret-
ed, and used for public benefit. It will not be a
detailed plan or action document. Substantial NPS
involvement is not possible without congressional
authorization or further planning.

“Preliminary findings of the study, which will be
completed in 1998, include the following:

“The Basin as a whale is not feasible for inclusion within
the Natonal Park system because of the over-riding flood
contol mission of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
requirements of which compromise the integrity of the nar
ural system.

“The Basin does conmin nationally significant narural and
cultural resources in need of protecdon.

“The Pasin is an outstanding exampie of a natural resource,
possesses exceptional value in illustrating and interpreting
many key nawral and culwral themes of our natdon’s her-
impe, and offers exceptional opportunities for recreation, pub
lic use and enjoyment, and scientfic study.

“A range of available management alternatives are explored
as a means by which the Basin's resources could be pro-
tected, including implemenmaton of the joint COE/State

Master Plan and the creaton of a Nadonal Heritage Area to
encompass the Basin.

“The legislation creating jean Lafire Nadonal Historical
Park and Preserve, which was eswblished to preserve for the
educarion, inspiraton, and benefit of present and fumre
generadons, significant examples of natural and historical
resources of the Mississippi Delm region, provides a means
by which the NPS could become involved in the manage-
ment of discrete areas conmining significant naniral
resources within the Basin, for protecaon and interprem-
ton. Such involvemnent could ke place within the frame-
work of the existing COE/Suate faster planning process.”

(Letter from David P. Muth of the Nadonal Park Service,
dated February 17, 1998 }

10.60 U.S. Fish & wildlife Services

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been
requested by Congressman Livingston to study the
Atchafalaya Basin with the objectve of locating
lands for acquisition. The Service will study the
entire area of the project, including the lands above
Hwy 190 for possible purchase as a national wildlife
refuge. The Trust for Public Land will assist the
Service in the effort.

10.70 The Coastal Restoration Program

This Federal/State Project authorized by the
Congress o protect and restore, where possible, the
coastal marshes and to build additional land with
the silt carried by the rivers, is impacted by the work

 of the Atchafalaya Project, thus careful coordination

of efforts is required in the public interest.
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reached. The choice berween the “ideal” and the

11.00 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION “possible” was always present and diligent effort

made to find ways 1o reach the ideal.

;1110 First Phase - January 1997 to April 1988

it

Since each meeting was limited to a single section of
the Plan, partcipants included those most interested
in that subject. To provide an opportunity for all ©
review and comment on ali the sections, quarterly
meetings of the Advisory Committee were held.
The “public” included representarives of local, state, Comments received were included in the next draft
and federal agencies, of industries operating in the to be reviewed.

Basin, of landowners, of fishing and hunting clubs,
commercial fishing and crawfishing interests, of

environmental organizations, and of interested cit-
zens. The “Final Working Draft” was presented to the

Advisory Commiitee January 22, 1998 for review
and comment. Comments received were included
prior to printing.

The public, at each step of the process, researched
and drafted this “Swmte Master Plan” for the
Archafalaya Basin Project.

Most sections, including all the major sections,
evolved through at least ten drafts and re-writes.

The process included forty meetings during which
each section of the plan was debated, addirional
information and views solicited, and consensus

Borking Group meetings involved reports from members, displays of
and charts, and discussions concerning a single section of the Master

being drafted.

i
i




Occasionally, meetings involved
field trips, this one 1 the site of
the future Cawhouls State

Preservation Areq;

this one to Morgan City with
City, St. Mary Parish, end
Corps of Engineers Officials

and ence we were served
freshiycaught eatfish and all
the trimmings.

LT
b
:
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i?g second Phase - May 1998 - March 1299

]
! This phase involves several tasks:

Members of the Atchafalaya Basin Advisory
Committee will serve as messengers to deliver talks
o interested clubs and organizations and answer
guestions concerning the state Master Plan;

- Development of presentatons and graphics for a series
! of starewnde public meetings and media program;

"-' Conduct public meetings throughout the state to
b explain the plan, secure additional input, and develop

The guidelines for an effec-
tive communications campaign
were presented to the Publicity

tion of the members solicited to
answer the questions presented
and to plan solutions.
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statewide public support for the project;

Preparation of an Executive Summary incorporating
the suggestions received for wide distribution includ-
ing the members of the Legislanire, parish and local
officials, members of the Atchafalaya Basin Advisory
Committes, and interested citizens;

Work with the Corps of Engineers 1o develop a
(General Agreement concerning the project which is
acceptable 1o the Corps and the state;

Presentation of the project to the Governor and the
Legislature for approval and funding.

THE COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN

Committee and active paricipa-

Purpose:
What do we want to accomplish!?

Message:
What are the main points we want to get across?

Messengers:
Who can best deliver our messages?
How will the messenger(s) be trained? We want
third party affirmation!

Audience(s):
Who are the main people we want to reach!
What will motvate them to take the actions we
want!
Timing:
What are our natural pre-determined milestones?
What are others we can create?
What is our calendar of events?

Delivery System/Methods:
What are the best ways we can reach our audience(s) ?
How do they want to get their information?

Goals
What do we wan: the audience to do with this

information?
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

H:AMONG THE DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY,
L TURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM, ENVIRONMENTAL auaLry,
HEALTH AND HOSPITALS, NATURAL RESOURCES,
+TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT,
i WILGLIFE AND RISHERIES AND
THE STATE LAND OFFICE

wi:cmma THE ATCHAFALAYA BASIN FLOODWAY PROICST PARTIALLY
. FUNDED BY CONGRESS (3250,000,000) IN P.L_$3-82 K{ 1585
AND PL 38662 N 1986

M Atchafataya Basin, at 595,000 acres, Is the nation's largest swemp

B.ss, contzining natlonally significant expanses of bettomland hardwoods,
Fiands, bayous and back-water lakes, Fish and wildlife values are

biing and one-half of the migratory species in the North American flyway
Buree each year. Efforts are inderway to protect the natural resources and
G sustzinable nxdtiple use of the Basin, .

£ Jdly, 1996, the Colone! of the New Oreans District of the U.S. Army

prent andior peotection of the fish, wildlife and other resources of tha

et within the Lower Atcheafalays Basin Floodway, and to manage,

Bind malntaict thesa features in accordance with the project purpeses;

Bt however, that the State of Lowulsiana shatl agree In writing to provide the
sirtutory obifigations of the non-Federal Sponsor.

¥4 Loutslana Department of Natural Resources was dogignated as the

ey endhas since formed the Atchiafalaya Basin Advisory Committes

B This committee is composed of government employess and private
Furdwill provide the fornm for public discussion of state and federal

§ind future plans concemning the Atchefalaya Besin.

4 purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding [MOU) Is te developa
Hslines which will permit the State to futfill Its proper rale and
343 the non-Federal sponsorin the implementation of the Atchafataya
Fodway System, Lowuisiana project, (Project) which project, es
by the Supplemerttat Appropriations Act of 1985, Public Law 99.88, -
e Water Resources Development Act of 1986, Public Law 89-662,
e following festires:

- Accers:  Acquisition by the Corps of Engineers of the fes title
gt exciuslve of off, gas and minerals, In 50,000 acres of privately
™1 lands from willing seflers for purposes of public access, Inciuding
) of old growth cypress-tupelc, and other areas to be designated. As
[ % purchase the appropriate ezsements, including road, channed, and
o “tsements over privately-gwned lands'in onder 1o afford & sarvituda
a0 from the nexrest public fght-f-way to the above referenced
*tfes tands. As deemed necessary, In accordance with the
Ttaslonal authorization, the State will dedicate, manage, operate and
“44 portions of the approximately 150,000 acres of additiona! State-
PXlards and waterbattoms and of the State's Dow donation fands

3 within the profect Gmits for the Project purpose.

%WEnghecrs and the State of Louistana will manage, operate,
iintain the fisch and wildife resources of the public use lands

K o held in fee by the US. Amy Corps of Englneers In

f, SO0 with a Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA).

! Mmot wlll be madte for public acosts fands to bo avallable for afl.
U Fecrestiond ises, including crawfishing, hunting and tishing;

* Dvrver, baing sublect to public health and etfety concerns and
, of the Roodway.

APPENDIX A Al

Enviranmantal Frotection and Davelopmental Control Feature: The Corpa
of Enginsers will acquire dovelopmental control and sovirorementat
protection easemants over approximately 318,000 acres of privataly-owned
lands, exclusive of developed zroas located within the profact area and will
acquire flowage eassmants over approximataly 59,000 acres of these aame
lands,

Watar Management i orderlo control water flow to malntain and enhance
the existing habitats within the Project erce, plan, acquire {by the Corps of
Engineors), construct, operxts and maintain two *pliot™ Management Unkts
with the lmplementstion of future units to ba ot the discretion of the Chief
of Engineers and Congress aiter evalustion of the operational success of
the pllot utiits and plan, acquire, conxtruct, operste and maintaln
miscellaneous canal closures and water circulation improvements In the
Project area, The Corps of Enginecers will retain it to the easement
interests to landx acquired for this purpose. The Corps of Engineers and
the State of Loulsians will manage, operate, and malntaln the water
mansgoment units in accordance with m Project Cocperation Agresment.

Recreation: Plan, acquire (by the State of Loulstana), construct, operate
and maintain primitive and developed campgrounds, a visitor's center,
boat ramps, nature trafls and other facliities complementary to ottdoor
recreational activities with the Project area on 1500 acres of fee tand
acquired by the State of Louislana for this purposs. The State of Loulsiana
will retain title to tha fes recreational lands. The State will manage, operate
and malntain the recreztion feture in accordance with the master plan and
the Project Cooperation Agreement,

The following goals are cutiined by this MOU:

A Toreach a consensus of siate agencies and the public concemnlag
the Bzsln so that the State speaics with one volce in negotiating with federal
agencles and elements of the pubilic:

B To develop, with the Corpa of Engineers, 8 comprehensive Master
Plan and Operation Management Plan which detalls the concepts, parameters,
developmental and management criteria of the project features and to plan the
- acquisition, construction and operation of the authorized project features In
concert with the approved Mester Plan and Operation Managemnent Plan,

€. Todevelop a planto promoate the project statewlde and to secure
‘public and governmental support;

0. Yo outline duties and responsibilities so that all Interested stats
agencias end public groups can be involved, and

E  To estimate the tolal required state chare of the cost znd to
document afl state services rendered which count toward this share and, thus,
determine the non-{federal funding required to implamant the plan_

o BACKGROUND

The Govemor's Atchafalzyn Basin Committee, created In 1971, was chalred
by Secretary of State Wade Q. Martin, Jr. The committes spansored leglstation in
1972 which created & new commizsion and subsequent negotiations led to
pecliminary agreement on goals and objectives. One result of this action was the
estahlishment, in 1S7E, of the Attakapss kland Wildlle Manzgement Arca on
atate-ouned landy,

In 1981, Louisiana's Governor Bave Treen announced that a consensus
had been reached among landowners, emvironmentalists and affected
governmental agencles, He presented his recommended plan to Congress and

_the COE. The Govemor also announced the donation by Dow Chemical Company
of 30,009 acres toward the plan

*  InJanuary 1982, the Corps of Engineers recommended the implementation
of Governor Treen's 1981 compromise plan in the Feasibllity Study for the
Alchalalaya Basin Floodway System, Lowiclana project. The Feaslibllity Report
wzs recommended by the Chief of Enginecrs tor submission to Congress in

{February, 1983,

Complementing this project, in 1983, 10,232 acres of land were purchased
by the State for the Sherbume Wildie Management Area. The Department of
iUdlife and Fisheriexs (DWF) began work In 1986 to bulld access roads and to
Ffﬂmnoe the habltat That effort s continuing. To date, this area Is managed by
the OWF and is a fully operationa] wildlife management ares,

In 1985 the Congress enacted the Supplemental Appropriations Act of 1385
wehich was reauthorized in the Water Resources Development Act of 4986 which,
3 amended by subrsequent acts, muthorized and funded the Carps of Englneers
#a begin land acquisition and othet actions.




LPPENDIY A (Cont.)

d Agency, the DNR will work: through the tollowing oroanlzational

a |
i ¥

structure:

) Also complementing the project, In 1386, the U.5. Fish and Wildltie Service

{USFWS) began acqulring l2nd (15,255 acres 1o date) for the Atchaizlayn Natienal [ STATE OF LOUISIANA [

Wildilfe Refugs which DWF |s operating and meinteining for USFWS under en |

agreemant DHNR I
LEAD AGENCY :

Under the accoas portlon of The Plan, the COE has purchased acreage
north of Intarstate 10 on the west sido of the Atchatalaya River and is operating i
a jocdlan Bayow.  DWF ks sxsisting with sniorcemeat sorvicos.

—————— ADVISORY COMMITTEE]

- The COE also purchased acreage on the exst side of the Alchafalays River TECHNICAL ADVISORS: POUCY GROUP EPECIAL ATVTSORS FOR:
mdDWFism!sﬂnqnﬂlﬁxeop«nﬂonmdm&nmofthuse lands. The COE. EPA, GOVERNGRTS | CT, DAF, DHH, |
COE plans 1o accierats purchase of additional screage in the lower Basin in the OERCE, LSY. NRCS DWE, ETATE LANDS " NG
next yoar - I
purchas ements on acreage for developmental control I
and an&ﬁfmh:!spmdo:dpe;olu The EOE?hm to pur::asu ensements ACCESS ENVIHONMENTAL | [WATER MANAGEMEN RECREATION
on the remaining unseveloped acreage In the Basin, for & totat of approximataly WORK GROUPE WORK GROUFS WORK GROUPS WORK GROUPS
) i rECHNICAL ADVISDRS| (TECHNICAL ADVISORY | TECHNICAL ADVISDRY [TECHHICAL ADVISORS

338,000 acres.

Under o water management portion of the plan, the COE has begun
wwﬁnghﬂuﬁuﬁaloﬁawuutmmdd'wniopnmdnpummm
mansgement project. The COE s now monltoring the operation of a plict water
management project which wes canstructed by the COEin 1334 and 1935 at
Bayou Eugene. The piiat project consisted of clearing and snagging Bayou
Eugene and openlng several cuts into the banks of Bayou Eugens and Florida

The Policy Group indludes representatives from the {ollowing agencies:
Department of Natural Resources (Chalr)
Department of Calture, Recreation and Tourism
Department of Wildlife and Fishetles

Gas canal in order 1o restore the natursl histaric flowage pattems to the adjacent Departmant of Agriculture & Forestry
lands. State Land Office
Atchatalaya Levee Board

\Under the recreation portion of the plan, the plaming for the Atchafalaya

River Landing Project &t Simmsport end campground area s underway and Currentty, the group Indludes as technical advisors, representatives from
! should ba opened 1o the public In 1338 ) the following:
: In order to move ahead with the remalning parts of the project features, & Corps of Englneers
memorzndum of understanding should be signed among stats egencies, and a Envirenmenta! Protection Agency
; Project Cooperation Agreement [PCA} must ba signed between the State of Govemor's Office
i Louislans and the Corps of Engineers for projectfeatures. Project Louisiana State Unfversity
, responsiblities and cost sharing are set fort In the authorizing leglslation and Mational Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
; will be included in the Master Plan. .S, Fsh and WildTfe Service
Additional advisors as necded
H " . ALLOCATION OF RESPONSIBILITY
t

A TheDepartment of Natura! Resources (DNR} has been appointed to - The Policy Group will ataums the following duties and responsiblilties:

be the Lead Agency by the Governor nd will assurne the fatiowing . )
1.  Coorndinate the activities of the wotking groups;

: responsibiities: =
: 1. Represent the State by presenting tha consensus view of the 2 Davelop a comprehansive long-range plan for rale of non-
: poficy group, state agencics and public groups invelved In each lssue listed In Federn! spansar in meeting project authorization requirements as contalned in
. the comprehensive project Master Plan and Operation Management Plan, both of

i this HOU;

which will bo develaped by the State of Loulslana and the Corps of Engineers In
2 Chaiemestings of the policy and working groups which are accordance with profect authorization reguistions;

called to reach declsions or {0 make recommendations; e B
-9 Plan a public Information program and through the Advisory

Commities, pian and conduct stztowide publlc meetings to discuss the program
and secure putlic lnput. Provide Information packets for medla coverage end
tumish spoakers as requested for TV and civic and business mestings;

! 31 Assistthe Pollcy Group fn the development, with the Corps of
; Engineers, a comprehensive long-range plan for the Basir;

' Make ans, with essistance es required, Lo the

Governor, tha Legisiature, the COE and to civic and public groups; 4. With Input from workdng groups and the Corps of Engineers,

; detall sstimated costs of current and future project features (23 planned) and
i §  Chalrplanning and design conferences conceming the varicus preparea budget of non-{ederal matching funds required;

i . Basin project festures;

5. identiy services provided by state agencies for which cost-
share credit will be sought. Assemble documentation of such services as
provided by Corps of Englneers reguiations governing such credit {or services;

6. Deveiop the public relations program, with the Corps of
Enigineers, 1o solcit statewide public support for the project;

7.  Plan, call and chalr mestings of the Atchafalayn Basin - [ Identfy jocal sponsacs for each project fosture, and -~

: Advisory Commitiee; R
7. Prepare andimplement a procedure to settle Issues within and

8, Prepare and distributs sununardes of mestings to attendees among the workdng groups,
and to all members of the Advisory Commitiee concerning commities meetings.
Prepare and distributs status reports to the COE, and ennual reports 1o the
Lagtslature and the Govemor; " TASKS OF WORKING GROUPS:
9. Pleyalead role [n collecting documentation concerning in- Access:  Advise on site selection f'm' roquisition

Assistznes to COE In finding willing sellers

Develop PCAs, with DNR and the designated non-Federal
sponsor, {or the operation and maintenanss of COE public
access lands

Purchess servitude of passage over some privately-owned
lands to provide access (o kome publlc lands

ldndurvtmpedonnedbyllllgenduwmch:anbecammdapano!menzu
oxtcdn

10. Chair meetings to estimate cotts of the several project
feataes requiring a non-federal mateh, and

11, Payaiteadrole In requesting funding.

Environmenta! Festurer:  Develop PCAs, with DHR and the dealgnatsd
non-Federe) sponsof, for the acquisition, operation and
maintenance of COE peaement lands
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PENDI:

4 water Management: Advise on selection of new project featuras

Devolop PCAs, with DNR and the designated non-Fednral

- sponsac, for the planning, acquisiton, conztrustion, oparation
and maintonence of Buftalo Cove and other water

management projact tostures including:
Moniiodng Construction
Mondtoring Water Quality
Monltoring Watsr Flow

Recreation Features:
Work with COE on master pian for recreation
Advise on site selection for specliic projects
Deveiop PCAL, with INR and the des!gnated non-Federsl
sponsor, for the planning, scquitition, construction,
management, operetion and maintenance of projects

TN T

i B. TheDepartment of Agricuiture and Forestry (DAF) will axstmme the

ngﬂﬂﬂn

g 1. SamemWnrﬂngGmupwpmﬂdomme
y W-ﬂwﬂﬁmcﬁmmmldﬂummxﬁmdmm

4 growtts stands of cypress-tupele;

E; Z  Serve on the Environmental Working Group and to sssist the
i In monitocing timber easements;

& 2 S«wonﬂuW:hrl.hnageman{WoddngGmuptommlmrm
nﬂﬂmrﬂuedcﬂecnmmﬂuwchmguhymCDEumm
fostires such &z Buffalo Cove:

Iy Serve on the Recreation Features Woerking Group, to advise on
stiection of areas suited for particuiar recreation foatures;

13 £, Monitorplans and actions of all working groups and provide
Ffut conceming all forest and coll managesent mattere, and

&  Attend and participats In meetings of the ABAC,

1 'C. Tho Department of Cutture, Recrestion and Touriam (CRT) wit

ma the following respontsibliities:

1.
ensive long-range plan for the Basin;

2 T Serve on the Access Warking Group providing input
g recreation views;

Accictianfocating willing saollers of land targeted for purchace;
4 Serve on the Recreation Features Working Group which will

cnhsdwﬁonofdluforpmpmdcmgmmds,mmka_{@!bm
and other stmilar projects;

-4

6.  Serve onthe Recreation Fextures Working Group to asclsct in
B0 how project faztures and to montor the entire planning process for
Poject festures, particedarly Including tourlsm considerations;

-8 Servnonﬂwﬂmaﬂon&mmwmdngsmlptnpunuw
o Gfrwtuﬂmpmjed!clhns.opemepmjocuamnhﬂngln&n
g/ CRT, and develop budgets and document ectivities whick may count as
™ contributions to match requirements for construction projects;

E Inciude the Atchatalays Basin i the department’s state snd

L. Aftend and participate In Mmeetings of the ABAC,

D. The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will mesume the
{8 tponsibilitien:

1. Serve on the Water Management Working Group charged with
9 the water quattty effects of projects under consideration;

L Provide the Pollcy Group with Informetion and documentation
Performed In the Baskn which may be eligble for inddnd stats match

1 Attend and participate In meetings of the ABAG.

i The Department of Health and Hoapitals (DHH) will ascme the
e leponsityties:

T B

Assist the Policy Group In the davelopment of & ) -

(Cont.)

1 When requestec, asalst af| working grotps which are tnivolved
in planning factlitios tn the EBasle, by providing state requimments for sewape
dispozal and other heslth protaction mguiations which must be Included in the
planning process;

2 Continue te provide penmits for sewerepe (acilities for privats
campz, and regulate any public water kystems, and R

3 Aftend and participata In moctings of the ABAC.

F.  The State Land Offico will atsume the following responsibiMties:

1. mmﬂnAm:xWoddngGmm,moﬂmranm
in selecting lends for acquisition and in designating acceas routes to existing
andplunndﬂuhpmjodlm;

2 Provide access to state lands to
purposes including fish s wildfife festrres;

accomplish goats of public

3 &onlior and report any sctions which ru.trld public access to
nevigabie waterways, and .
4 Attend and participata in mestings of the ABAC.

G The Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD} will
astume the following responsibilities:

1. Serve on the Water Mznagement Warking Group to monhor
construction of water management projects to Insure that the state's Interests are
protected;

2 Serve on the Recreation Features Working Greup regarding
planning recrestion and other projects in the Bas!n which roquire the
construction of roads, parking arezs, flood control and dralnage systems;

L Serve asa clearinghouss for water quallty information under
the Louislana Water Resotnrces Infonmation Center, znd
4 Attend end participate in meetings of the ADAC,

H.  The Depeartment of Wiid!ife end Fishariox {DWF) wiil assume the
following responsibilities:

1. Asslst the Policy Group In the development of & long+ange
comprehensive plan for the Basin;

2 Continue to operate and maintaln the Sherburne Wildiife
Management Ares and the Aitakepas Island Wildiifo #enagement Area;

3 Corttinue to manage lands purchased by the COE In the
ﬁdnrtyofShemmquprmidedﬂm-naccepmblelgmmemcmbe
Consider management of additional lands purchased by the
ar; acceptable agreement can be roached batween COE snd

. & Assfst&nPoﬂcmeq:lnpluuﬂngfumbudgebmpwde
for stto matching funds required, and In the documentation of current and :
pla:u\edexpendiuwumﬂdimaqunfyasmmtdﬂngﬂmds:

€. Serve onthe Access Worldng Group charged with asslcting
the COE with:

A Selecting sites for acquisttion,

8. En!mndngmdpmtecﬂngaquaﬁ:mdtznesﬁdhahm

L 8
COE provided that
owWrF; .

[+ FAnding willing sellers of selected lands,

i Serve on the Water Management Worldng Group to help salect
water managemant projects and provide information conceming aquatic and
terrestrial habitat; .

& Provids hablist considerations Information to the Water
Management Working Group s i pertalns to montioring water quality effects,
mwmﬂmﬂmmwﬂwmﬂ'

Recrextion Featurcs Workdog Geoup to provide
plzru-gngofulemdpmfec&;

10 Serve on the Water Manzgemant Working Group to monttor the
fiow changes by the COE on wildilfs and fisheries resources and their
and -

L 8 Serve on the
habitat information o guide the

«floct of

habitaty,




4 APPENDIY

A4 ' .

11. Aftend and participats In meetings of the ABAC. -

. PUSBLC PARTICIPATION

The Alctisfalaya Basin Advisory Committes will provide a forum for public
discussion of state end tedaral actions and future pians conceming the
Atcheialaya Basin Floodway System, Loudslana project. Tho ABAC membarship
Iincludes:

ANl stata agencles involved In the Besin

Al federal agancies krvolved In the Besin

Represertitatives of the Govemor's Otffice and the
Louisiana Legitiabme

Representatives of all major emironmental groups

Loetisiana Landowners® Association

Industry represetitatives

Pollre Jury representatives from Basin parishes

Fshing and hunting clubs

Prvate citizens .

Ttie ABAC will meet quarterly to receive reports and to discuss the
progress of activities.

B Aupmdud:mungwmbedm{bubdblnmmmdmde

- pvallable to the public, including a summary of all presentations and a st and
discussion of all decisions reached. Suggestions from the public will be listed
ard actions to be taken conceming those cuggestions will bs outfined.

The AHAC will have Input Into the annual Report to the Governor and
Legislature. .

V. COSTSHARING

The Federe] and non-Federal cost-shming otilgations for the planning,
scquisition, andlor construction (First Coxt) and for the operation and
maintenancs (OEM) of the features of the Atchafalaya Basln Floodway System,
Loutslana project, as established by the Suppiemental Appropriations Act of
1985, Public Law 85-88, and by the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as
amended, am a1 follows:

Slate Lands, as needed, will be dedicated to the project purposa.

A PUBUCACCESS FEATURE:
First Cast: Private Lands - 100% Federal

oLu | Fodersl:  TE%
B Stats 25%

E.  DEVELOPKENTAL CONTROL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
FEATURE: e

First Cost: Private Lands - 100% Federal
o&M: Federal:  75%
Stata: 5%

& FLOWAGE EASEMENT FEATURE:

Frst Cost: Private Lends - 100% Federal

oL Federal:  100%

O WATER MANAGEMENT UNIT, CANAL CLOSURE AND CIRCULATION
IMPROVEMENTS FEATURE™: .

st Cost: Private Lands - 100%
O&M: Federzl:  7E%
Stats: 25%
E.  RECREATION FEATURE:
Ficst Cost, Fedoral: E0%
State: 50%

Tha State of Lottelans will acqidm the foe interest, exciusive of
Mh%mdm’vﬁdjmmmﬁupoﬁmmm“

shterations of utilities, factities and improvements necessary for the
and cation and mair du..mmdnﬂlbunﬂﬁedm

m-u&wmmdmmm-gﬂmmmnmo{m
cost of cofestnaction.

A (Cont.)

**In casos which are not deemad Lo be etvironmental In pature, the cosi-sharing
may be reduced to 75% federal, 25% non-dederal.

Exlsting and future services providad by the xiate In the Baslin will count an
pait of the non<oderal shars provided that satis{actory negotiations with the COE
proparly define such servicer, provided such services comply with project
atthoriration and COE reputations.

Fl

_WL  FUNDING OF NON-FEDERAL SHARE

The agancies participating in this 20U will develop a proposed budget
with estimated costs for tunding the non{edeml share of the Atchafataya
Floodway Plan praject with the goal of presenting the plan to the 1235 Legislative
sesslon.

Onee approval has been ebtained, snnual appropriations will be requested
Int an amourt sufficient to fulfill the Stete of Louisiana's project obligations, sy
non-Federal sponsor, for the project features, or the separable elemonts theraof,
1or which Federal funds have beon approprizted and scheduled for expenditure,

VIL GENERAL

A HNothing In the ROU ks intended to diminish, modify or otherwise
affect statutory or reguizatory authorities of any of the signatory agencies. All
formal guidance interpreting this MOU and background materials upon which this
MOU is based will be issued jointly by the agenciex.

B.  Hothing In this KOU will be construed &3 Indicating & financial
commitment by the signatory agencies for the expendtiture of funds exceptas
surtharized in specific approprations.

C.  This MOU will take effect on the date of tha last signature below and
will continue in effect until modified or revoked by agreement of ali zignatory
sgencies, or revoked by any of the gignatory agencies alone upot: 80 deys written
natice. ModHications to this MOU may be made by mutual agreement and
approval by all the signatery agencies, Such modifications will take effect upon
signature of the modified document by all the signatory agencias.

0.  Thesignatory egencles will refer dellneation requests to the
sppropriate agency pursuant to this MOU. LT

VUL SIGNATURES OF PARTICIPATING DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES

oy A 44—

Commissioner 3
AGBJCULTURE AND FORESTRY CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM

Ve &

Ao

( tary, | Secretary,
ONMENTAL QUALITY HEALTH AND HOSPITALS
tary, Secteary,

L) L]
NATURAL RESOURCES TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

A
i

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Dl I M Y

STATE LAND OFFICE

Apelt 24, 1997




e

25 SR AT

"vol. Neo.

e T A S Ll &

BASIN

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

March 9, 1998

ATCHAFALAYA

¥ MEMBERSHIP LIST
1-Officio Members:

ack Caldwell, Secretary
epartment of Natural Resources
0. Box 94396

aton Rouge, LA 70804

ijEl()ma (504) 342-4503

:Col. William Conner

: US Army Corps of Engineers
B 0 Box 60267

ey

New Orleans, LA 70160

Bobby Jindal, Secretary
Health and Hospitals
P.O. Box 629

Raton Rouge, LA 70821
Phone: (504) 342-9500

Phillip Jones, Secretary

Dept of Culture, Recreation & Tounsm
P.O. Box 94361

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone: (504) 342-8115

Hon. Bob Odom, Commissioner
Dept of Agricuiture & Forestry
P.O. Box 631

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone: (504) 922-1234

Charles St. Romain, Director
Office of State Lands

P.O. Box 44124

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phene: (504) 342-4575

Col. Joey Strickland

Office of Indian Affairs

P.O. Box 34004

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone;(504) 342-9011 / Fax 342-2464

Legislative Members:

Hon. Sydnie Mae Durand

State Representative

118 S. Theater Street

St. Martinville, Louistana 70582
Phone:(318) 394-3142

Hon. Dudley “Butch” Gautreaux
State Representative

1015 Clothilde St.

Morgan City, LA 70380

Phone: (800} 562-3204

Hon. Charles Hudseon
State Representative
1115 W. Vme St.
Opelousas, LA 70570
Phone: (318) 942-52%4

Hon. Audrey McCain

- State Representative

58045 Menam St.
Plaguemine, LA 70764
Phone: (504) 687-8616

Hon. Craig Romero
State Senator

PO. Drawer 12539
New Iberia, LA 70562
Phone:(318) 364-8006

Hon. John Siracusa
State Senator

8903 Highway 90 LEast
Morgan City, LA 70372
Phone:(504) 384-0703
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Police Jury Members:

Hon. Jim Anderson
Ibena Parish Council
300 Ibena St., Ste 400
New Ibena, LA 70360
Phone:(318) 369-4429

Hon. Scoft Angelle

St. Martin Parish Police Jury
PO. Box9

St. Martinvilie, LA 70582
Phone:(318) 394-2200

Hon. Wayne Ardomn

St. Landry Parish Police Jury
P.O. Box 551

Opelousas, LA 70501
Phone:(318) 948-3688

Hon. Owen J. Bello

Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury
P.O. Box 290

New Roads, LA 70760
Phone:(504) 638-9556

Hen. Tommy Maddie
Avoyelles Parish Police Jury
P.O. Box 127

Simmsport, LA 71369
Phone:(318) 253-9208

Hon. Ralph Nezat

St. Landry Parish Police Jury
P.O.Box 117

Pt. Bamre, LA 70577
Phone:(318) 585-6984

Hon. Raymond Patin
Iberville Parish Police Jury
P.O. Box 389

Plaquermine, LA 70764
Phone:(504) 687-5190

Hon. Oray Rogers

St. Mary Parish Council
Courthouse Bldg, 5th Floor
Franklin, LA 70538
Fhone:(318) 828-4100
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Hon. Martin Triche
Assumption Parish

P.O. Box 518
Napoleonville, LA 70350
Phone:(504) 369-7435

Mayors:

Hon. Eric Martin

Mayor of St. Martinville
115 N. Pinaud St.

St. Martinville, LA 70582

Hon. Timothy “Tim” Matte
Mayor of Morgan City
1817 W. Garner St.
Morgan City, LA 70380

Public Relations Advisor:

Rusty Jabour
Health and Hospitals
P.O. Box 629
“Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Phone:(504) 342-4742 / Fax 342-3738%

Financial Advisor:

Roger Magendie, Director

Facility Planning and Control

P.O. Box 94095

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone:(504) 342-0849 / Fax 342-7624

Chairperson:

March 9,1998

Sandra Thompson

Dept of Natural Resources

P.0O. Box 94396

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:{504) 342-0560 / Fax 342-2707

Staff:

Ned Cole

Research Associates

P.O.Box 15146

Baton Rouge, LA 70895

Fhone:(504) 926-8144 / Fax 926-8144

Members:

Mark Allemond

McGee’s Landing

1337 Henderson Levee Road
Henderson, LA 70517

Jim Antoon

Dept of Health & Hospitals

PO.Box 629

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone:(504) 342-4770 / Fax 342-9508

Charles Blanchard, Secretary-Treasurer
LA Crawfish Producers Asso.

1027 St. Rita Highway

St. Martinville, LA 70582

Ray Blanchard

Catahoula Advisory Committee
4553 Catahoula Highway

St. Martinville, LA 70582
Phone: (318) 394-4342

Helen Boudreaux
Chanteuse Cadjine

P.O. Box 1334

Breaux Bridge, LA 70517
Phone: (318) 332-5294
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Mike Bourpeois

LA Land & Rovalty Owners

12982 Darby Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

| phone:(504) 927-5619 / Fax 928-7539

1 T,

}\:nnil Braud
36123 Ridge Road
i praineville, LA 70769

Boosler Breaux

_PO Box 2923

06310 Highway 90 East

fMorgan City, LA 70381
Ephone:(504)380-2277 Fax 380-2271

_ udrey Brignac, Tourism

¥ C:t} of St. Martinville

EPO. Box 379

Martinville, LA 70582

hone:(318) 394-2233 /Fax 394-2244

B swald Broussard
Cornmerm al Fisherman

1040 Bayou Alexandre Hwy.
Qpicau Holmes Route

BCR. Cailiouet
'tchafalaya Festival
39124 Camnp Drive
-rﬁidevil]c, LA 70769

§ hone:(504) 673-3627
;?ﬂ}' Carter
Pflice of State Lands

" .Box 44124
aton Rouge, LA 70804
1 Dne (504) 342-4600 / Fax 342-5458

ETier for Landscape Interpretation

’0 Bax 50

T Allen, LA 70767

.A|(_>ne.(504) 383-0066 / Fax 383-0066

Mike Cook

Freelance Writer

10225 Kenlee Dnove
Baion Rouge, LA 70815
Phone: (504) 927-4607

Will Courtney

LA Bass Federation
4348 Chelsea

Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Phone: (504) 923-1908

Mary Courville

Lynch Botanical Gardens
13%3 Henderson Highway
Breaux Bnidge, LA 70517
Phone:(318) 228-7810

Sarah Craven

Sierra Club

850 N. 3th, Ste 103
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Phone:(504) 383-7500

Charlie Davis
Common Claws

33765 Highway 75
Plaquemine, LA 70764
Phone: (504) 659-2569

Ward Filgo, Room 437

Dept of Transportation & Development
P.O. Box 94245

Raton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(504) 379-1403 fFax 379-1523

Clay Fontenot

Office of State Parks

P.O. Box 44426

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(504) 342-8111 /Fax 342-8107

Paul Frey

Agriculture and Forestry

P.O. Box 1628

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone:{504) 925-4500 / Fax 922-1356

Dr. Charles Fryling
Audubon Society

1068 East Lakeview

Baton Rouge, LA 70810
Phone: {504} 766-3120 / Fax
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: Ernest Gammon, P.L.S.

Co-Charr Black Bass Advisory

10275 Siepen Lane

Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Phone:(304) 766-4422 / Fax 766-4427

Donovan Garcia

Atchafalaya Festival

P.O.Box 249

Jeaneretie, LA 70544

Phone:(318) 276-6519 / Fax 276-6858

Jack Gilmore
Consultant

5134 Heritage Dnive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Phone: (504} 766-3618

Logi Guillot

Pierre Part Store

P.O.Box 10

Pierre Part, LA 70339

Phone:(504) 252-6261 / Fax 252-6607

Greg Guirard

Wildlife Photographer
1470-A Bayou Mercier Road
St. Martinville, LA 70582
Phone:(318) 394-4631

Kathleen Hebert

Lynch Botanical Gardens
1393 Henderson Highway
Breaux Bridge, LA 70517
Phone:(318) 228-7810 / Fax

Joe Herning

Retired Wildlife Professional
1021 Rodney Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Phone: (504) 766-0519

LesKent

Office of State Parks

F.O. Box 44426

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(304) 342-8111 /Fax 342-8107

Quin Kinler

USDA-NRCS

P.O. Box 16030

Baton Rouge, LA 70893

Phone:{504) 382-2047 / Fax 383-2042
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Henry “Bo” LaGrange

S1. Mary Parish

Courthouse, 5th floor

Franklin, LA 70538

Phone (318) 828-4100 / Fax 828-4092

Randy Lanctol

Wildlife Federation

P.O. Box 65239

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

Phone:(504) 344-6707 / Fax 344-6707

Celeste Latiolais
1007 L G. Road
St. Martinville, LA 70582

Gabe LeBlanc, Manager
Acadiana Fisherman’s Coop
1020 Devillier St.

Breaux Bridge, LA 70517

Linda Levy, Asst Secretary

Office of Water Resources

P.O.Box 82215

Baton Rouge, LA 70884

Phone:(504) 765-0634 / Fax 765-2725

Mike Lyons

Mid-Continent O1l & Gas

207 North Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone:(504) 387-3205 /Fax 344-5502

Allen May

Nature Conservancy

P.O.Box 4125

Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Phone:(338-1040 / Fax 338-0103

Ory Miguez

Ory Miguez Photography, Inc.

324 Main Swreet

Franklin, LA 70538

Phone:(318) 828-0650 / Fax 828-4305

Larry Mitchell

Martco Partnership

P.O.Box 70

Morrow, LA 71356

Phone:(318) 346-7217 / Fax 346-4197

Cathy Mitias

Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 94396

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(504) 342-3972 / Fax 342-5214

David Muth

Jean Lahitte National Park

365 Canal St., Ste 2400

New Orieans, LA 70130

Phone:(504) 589-3882 /Fax 583-385]

John Parker, Attorney

Dept of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 943596

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone:{(504) 342-7903 /342-2707

Marie Pribble

Santa Mane

761 Wheatsheaf Dr.

Baten Rouge, LA 70810
Phone:(504)756-3500 / Fax 756-0096

John Richard

Wildiife Enthusiast

PO. Box 22

Baldwin, LA 70514

Phone:(318) 264-1695 / Fax 264-9495

Darrel Rivere

A La Carte Foods
1177 Highway 70

" Belle Rose, LA 70341
Phone:(504) 369-2677

Barbara Roy, Asst. Secretary

Office of Tounism

P.O:Box 94291

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(504) 342-8119 /Fax 342-105]

Ben Skerrett

Acadiana Area Waterway Commitiee
106 01l Center Dr., Ste 102

Lafayeite, LA 70503

Phone:(318) 233-5004 / Fax 234-3618

Mark Smith, Executive Counsel

Dept of Culture, Recreation & Tourism
P.O. Box 94361

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:(504) 342-5174 / Fax 342-3207

Rudv Sparks

Willams, Inc.

PO Box 428

Patterson, LA 70392

Phone: (504} 395-9376 [ Fax 395-9578

Brad Spicer

Dept of Agnculture & Forestry
P.0. Box 621

Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Phone:(504) 922-1269 7 922-2577

Gary Tilvou

Dept of Wildhfe & Fisheries

P.0. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898

Phone:{504) 765-2343 /Fax 765-2489 '

Newman Trowbridge

Attorney

P.0. Drawer 565

Franklin, LA 70538

Phone:(318) 828-5480 / 825-1160

Edgar Veillon

Wildlife Federation
4616 S. Roman St.

New Orleans, LA 70125

Ricky Verrett
Commercial Fisherman
1002 Judy Street

" §t. Martinville, LA 70582

Phone: (318) 394-5026

Mike Walker, Biologist

Wildlife & Fisheries

2415 Darnall Road

New Iberia, LA 70560

Phone:(318) 373-0032 / Fax 373-0181

David Walther

US Fish & Wildlife Service

825 Kaliste Saloom, Bldg 2, Ste 102
Lafavette, LA 70508

Phone:(318) 262-6630 / Fax 262-6663

Bobby Wilkinson

Atchafalaya Basin Levee Board

P.O. Box 170

Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone:(504) 387-2249 /Fax 387-4742
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£ Hugh Bateman

il wiidlife & Fishenes
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Baton Rouge, L.A 70898
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_Bo Bochinger

Bl Office of State Parks

Hl PO. Box 44426

; Baton: Rouge, LA 70804
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1-P.0. Box 98000
B Baton Rouge, LA 70898
5l Phone: (504) 765-2800

-§ Esther Boykin

B Earth Tustice Legal Defense Fund

il 400 Magazine St., Ste 401

§ New Orleans, LA 70130

f-Phone:(504) 522-1394 / Fax 566-7242

-1

8 -Cindy Brown

:,Nature Conservancy

|20, Box 4125

¥ Baton Rouge, LA 70821

{l'Phone:(SO4) 338-1040 / Fax 338-0103

Dr. Fred Bryan
§ Forestry-Wildlife-Fisheries Bldg
¥l Room 124, 1.SU
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
. ;;;Phone:(504) 388-4184 /Fax 388-4227

_Engineer

337 Mike Drive
;Paﬂerson, LA 70392
Beeper: (504) 3271746

Dr. Paul Coreil, LSU AG Center
Cooperalive Extension Service

P.O. Box 25100

Baton Rouge, LA 70894

Phone:(504) 388-2266 / Fax 388-2478

Sandy Corkern

Fisheries Biologist

500 Main St., Room 314
Franklin, LA 70538

Phone: (318) 828-4100 x 300

Lu Cutrera

Waggoner Engineenng

825 N. President St.

Jackson, MS 39202 _
Phone:(601) 355-9526 / Fax 352-3945

Beverly Ethridge, EPA

Water Quality Field Office

777 Flonda Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70801

Phone:(504) 389-0735 / Fax 385-0704

Don Feduccia

Dept of Agriculfure & Forestry

P.O. Box 1628

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone:(504) 925-4500 /Fax 922-1356

Dave Fruge

US Fish & Wildlife Service

825 Kaliste Saloom, Bldg 2 Sie 102
Lafayette, LA 70508

Phone: (318) 262-6662 ext 232

Karen Gautreaux

Govemor’s Office

F.O. Box 94004

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Phone:{(504) 342-4738 /Fax 342-8320

"Jil} Jenkins

National Wetlands Research Center
700 Cajundome Avenue

Lafayette, LA 70506

Phone: (318) 266-8607

Larry Michaud
Agriculture & Forestry
P.O. Box 631

Baton Rouge, LA 70821 '

March 9, 1998

George Miller

Agnculre & Foresiry

2266 5. College Ext

Lafavette, LA 70508

Phone:(318) 262-5433 / Fax 262-2222

Ronmnie Pickard

Culture, Recreation & Tourism
P.O. Box 94361

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone: (504) 342-8115

Tommy Prickett

Wildlife & Fishenes
P.O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898
Phone: (504) 765-2800

Kate Richardsen

Jean Lafitte National Park

365 Canal St., Ste 2400

New Orleans, LA 70130

Phone:(504) 589-3882 /Fax 589-3851

Barbara Romanowsky

Dept of Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 82231

Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Phone:{504) 765-0495 / Fax 765-2725

Lyle Soniat

Wildlife & Fishenes
P.O: Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898

Kerney Sonmer
Wildhfe and Fishenies
5652 Highway 182
Opelousas, LA 70570
Phone: (318) 948-0255

Dr. Paul Templet, LSU

Institute for Environmental Studies

42 Atkinson Hall

Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Phone:(504) 388-6428 / Fax 388-4286

Aaron Tuley, CLI

Center for Landscape Interpretation
P.O. Box 50

Port Allen, LA 70767

Phone:(504) 383-0466 / Fax 383-0006




Blue Watson

Whldlife & Fisheries

P.O. Box 93000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
Phone:{504) 765-2642 / Fax 765-2818

Jewel Wilhs

Willis & Taylor

117 Bellaire
Lafayette, LA 70503
Phone:(318) 984-9655

Danny Young

LA Travel Promotion Association

P.O. Box 3988

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone:(504) 346-1857 /Fax 336-4154

Corps of Engineers

Rick Bush, Recreation

US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160
Phone:(504) 862-2550 Fax 862-2572

Joe Cali

1S Army Corps of Engineers

P.0O. Box 60267

New COrleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-2542 / Fax 862-1785

Robert Campos, PE.

US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Qrleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-2998 / Fax 862-1785

John Flanagan, Land Management

US Ammy Corps of Engineers

P.0. Box 60267

New Orieans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-1682 [ Fax 862-2317

Larry Hartzog

1S Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160
Phone(504) §65-1121/Fax

Ted Hokkanen

US Ammy Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-1927 /Fax 862-2572

Mary Kinsey

US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 8§62-1951 / Fax 862-2827

Robert LaFleur

S Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 187

Krotz Springs, LA 70750

Phone:(504) 566-3561 / Fax 566-2946

Bill Meiners

US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-1987 / Fax 862-1299

Pep Persio

US Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-2390 / Fax 862-2317

Nancy Powell, Hydrologic Engineering
US Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60127
“New Orleans, LA 70160
Phone:(504) 862-2449 / Fax 862-2471

Tom Pullen

Mississippi Raver Commission
1400 Walnut St., P.O. Box.80
Vicksburg, MS 39180
Phone:{(601) 634-5851

Darwin Reed

US Ammy Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-1675 / Fax 862-1299

Clyde Sellers, Real Estate
US Ammy Carps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60127

New Orleans, LA 70160

Phone:(504) 862-1158 /Fax 862-1299

March 9, 1998

Interested Parties:

Dr. Len Bahr

Gov's Office of Coastal Activilies
P.O. Box 943496

Batcn Rouge, LA 70804

Phone: (504) 342-3972

James G. Barrett

LA Off Road Vehicle Association
4142 Southdown Mandalay Road
Houma, LA 70360

Phone:(504) 851-5356

Christy Castille, Recycling
City of Baton Rouge

17535 Florida Street |
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Phone:(504) 389-5194

Phyllis Darensbourg, DNR
Public Information Officer
P.O. Box 94396

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone:(504) 342-3978

Mark Davis

Coalition to Restore Coastal LA
200 Lafayette, Ste 500

Baton Rouge, LA 70801
Phone: (504) 344-6555

Tomi DeBossier
6822 S. Woodgate Court
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Warmren Fleet, General Counsel
Dept of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 943%6

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone: (504) 342-4544

Jay Gamble

CWPPRA Task Force
P.O. Box 94356

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone: (504) 342-4625




i1 7 ATCHAFALAYA BASIN

Dr. Woody Gaghano
Cpastal Environments
1260 Main St.

paton Rouge, LA 70803
rhone: (504) 383-7455

T T A R O T

Goosie Guice

Tast Ascension Sportsman’s Leapue
il pO. Box 133

il Prairieville, LA 70769

il phone: (504) 673-3341

! Bob Harper, Undersecretary
Dept of Natural Resources

H PO. Box 94396

i ‘Baton Rouge, LA 70804

i "Phone: (504) 342-4534

k| Jada Hirschmann

LI:-BR. Sportsmen’s League
i 9375 Ridgewood Drive
_- 'Baton Rouge LA 70814

H|. He]en Hoffpauir, Legal Staff
i ‘Natural Resources

.0 Box 94396

b| Baton Rouge, LA 70804
'_Phone: (504) 342-5420

Bl Jerald Horst

bl Scagrant- Cooperative Ext Service
B.11855 Ames Blvd.

;Marrero LA 70072

»Phone (504) 349-5644

;JUTI Knight, District Manager
: }_EXXOU Pipeline Company

Doug Kotar, District Manager
K| Acadian Gas Pipeline

.20, Box 5698

Thibodaux, LA 70302

: Fleldmg Lewis

} Landowner

Clvde Lockwood

Wildlife Photographer
8933 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Phone: (504) 926-2100

Jim Porter
Mid-Continent O1) & Gas
801 North Blvd,, Ste 201
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Phone:(504) 387-3205

Chris Ratcliff, Attorney

Dept of Environmental Quality
P.C. Box 82263

Baton Rouge, LA 70810
Phone: (504) 765-0370

Tom Read

Bridgeline Gas Distribution
P.O. Box 60252

New Orleans, LA 70160

Peggy Rooney

DNR Public Information Staff
P.G. Box 94396

Baton Rouge, LA 70804
Phone: (504} 342-0357

Mamie Rouzan

Citizen Activist

4171 Highway 10
Jacksdn, LA 70748
Phone: (504) 634-2220

Tim Thibodaux
Keelboat Hunting Club
1104 Samuel! St.
Franklin, LA 70538
Phone: (318) 828-7378

Media:

Sara Bongiorni

B.R. Business Report
5757 Cerporate Blvd.
Baton Rouge, I.A 70808

March 9, 1988

Michael Dunne

The Advocate

P.O. Box 44483

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Mike Hasten
Lafavette Advertiser
P.O. Box 3268
Lafayette, LA 70302

Steven K. Landry

Teche News

P.O. Drawer 69

St. Martinville, LA 70582

Charles Lussier
Houma Couner
P.O. Box 2717
Hourma, LA 70361

Joe Macaluso

The Advocate

P.O. Box 44485

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Ted McManus

Morgan City Daily Review
F.O. Box 948

Morgan City, LA 70381

Mark Schleifstein

Times Picayune

3800 Howard Avenue
New QOrleans, LA 70140

Don Shoopman

Daily Iberian

F.O. Box 9250

New Ibena, LA 70562

Paui Stahls

Free Lance Writer
5304 Erlanger
Kenner, LA 70065

Randy Thigpen

BIC Magazine

2513 Emily Dnive
Port Allen, LA 70767




Ity 1and uSu plen adopted for the Atchafaloys Bamin munt recngnizs
e besin im first and foremoat a Doodwny, Dses that are .
with the continued use of the basin as a foodway must be
jted;.and actions shich are necessary to maintain the basin a5 2
of mist be given first polocity.

.- ttn recommended plan {nvolves the cbtainirg of certain easements

\r private property in the basin, If in the futnre it is fetermined
it thepe easemeEnts ArE O londer necessary, the owner of the propesty

ot to the easemants ehould be given tha first cption to repurchase
¥ere an easement givet the govermment the yight &5 provide

iilie acoess o private property, rovicion sost be made to exonerate

by private propecty owner frem non-intenticnal tort llebility for

B arising out of the exercise of that easement,

B pwor os mpecificelly provided below, mn A7 Ensenent shomd te
mﬂ%prfertyumptdmﬂnp&i ridges and State cwned

fhe A= Cagement wald gemerally prowvide the following rights in

:hmmmmxpmmu':m. it
- gh explo.

2 e )andowner retains the right & control public sccess)

{ The landpwner retaing ownership of timber and the right to
actice-allviculbure (as conditianed below);

| the gorernment would obtain the right to Ao tha 1
| e goverreent would contrel all excavations, landfilling, and
,mmmmeu:ngnmlcamumotttepmpeny(e.g.
. 0 cleercutting to onwéct land to a different wse); .

| he gowermment oouid pronibit permanent nabitahie etructure
-(nﬁurmm)lur:m . °
| dditional tmes end structures wolld ke subject T goverrmental,
- Tequlation oc prohibition, ‘-

PIOOUCTTCH {OTL AND GAS)-

The -7 Eapemcnt would leove the ownerehip and Tight W exploit
facals with the property owner. In accocdance with LSA R.5. 311149,
ecciption will mat run against the property omers. Those rights
Hdd hav to be exerclsed in sccomdance with actepted mineral

filopent peactices. It {8 envisioned that tha conditions will be
jler to those contained in the Corps of Enginvers "Dredge and FiIl

Fin property owners, particularly the oll and gas industry, that
pLanditions of exploitation may become 80 cnerous as to be

Fuibitive, The rorditions of exploitation should be ‘worked out fn
s and Incorporated into the easement end acthorizing legislation.
mteur?mum the conditions contained in Appendix A bo s>

T LA HARDWOODS ARD FARLY STCCCSSICNAL BOTTOMIAND HARDWOODS ~ The
b Lesemant vould Tesve GwoeZship OF the hardwoods ard the Tight to
e xilviculm with the landowner.

. Dwver, the eoement should be re-weitten to sperify that those
[ ould be aject to the fullowing eonditions:

U B land-tlearing for conversion to other land uses;

;2) ¥ mxr-regenerative timber artting; and
:;Lul'fb:i.lvlmlhz: 1 practiced, it most ba on & Substainanle
. ix. ’

Jcquired over 30,000 acres of bottmlsnd hardwocds. The A-2
2 the care pa the A&7 Casement except:

L - APPENDIX C

Sivte of Moetme
OFFICE DF THE GOVERNOR

Wuton Reonge

: STATE OF LOUISIANA
3 LAND USE PROPOSAL
FOR ‘TOE FINAL ATCHAFALAYA EASIN
MANNGEMENT PLAN -

{} The government would cbtain ownership of the bottomland
hardwoods and -

. 2} The governoent would have the right @ fmowide pablic access o
the property. -

he parrome of the A2 Eacement in-maetasl.deﬂii:mageh
its natural state and o allow on area of pablic sccess for recreatdion

{principally tunting.)

Inadditimd\ugwmmhdnﬂdhcmmmmmto.r
purchase additional acres on a willing vendar basle. ]

The ecres acqrited should be eufficiently ccatiguous to acoomliehi
the purposes set forth above. . '
CYPRESS-TUPETD ETANDS ~ The A=7 Exsement laaves cwnership and tight o
practice sllvicultoce of Cypresa~Tupelo stands with the proparty ownar,
Main, this easmment would have to ko mewzitten to provide that those
rights ace_suwject to tha three conditiona get forth in the section oo
Bortamland Rardwoods. -

¥With regard to cypresa, lowever, the condition providing for mo
non-regenetative cutting should aalo include a provieion specifyirg no
clearcutting, Serious concern has been expressed over the regensrative
ability of cypress, Apparently, it is very diffieult to detemnins {f
cypress trae cutting is in mecordance with a program of sustainable
yield, or in in effect & "mining® eperztion, It is falt - that the
prohibltion of clearcutting of cypress stands and a vigorous program of
_xodtaring by the Loulsiana Offiice of Forestry 1s neceseary to protect
cypress frem & posgible ron-tegenarative level of cutting. Pederal
financinl assistance msy be necessary to properly monitde mettainahle
yiala cutting,

In a¥lition t the A7 Easement ower the basin, en &2 Ezsement
ghould be taken oo 20,000 acres of Cypress-Tupelo stands and an-Ah=6
Easement over 30,000 -acree of Cypresc-Tupelo stands, The d=6 Easement
wuld give the goverrment the right to allow public access to the
lands, but retaln ownership of the Cypress-Tupelo stands and the right
to practice silvicuiture with the property ownecr., .

It ie reconmended that the govermment be authorized and encournged
to chtain aditional Cypress—Tupale stonds from willing vendors,
Main, the acres should be sufficlently contiguous to accomplish the
prposes for which they are acquired. - - :

The tonditione Sx pract:l;‘.t of sllviculture should be socked ot
in advonee and incotporated into the easement and suthorizing
legislation. " i

CREBBILTS- It i3 recommended that two types of greenbelts be coeated
to provide public sccess to- 1and azess for recreational purposes.
These sould be h~2 EaBements. .

1) Creerdeltc along specified public navigable waters = The greenbelt
would consist of 300 Ecot-wide BtTips Of Jam on each bide of specified
public pavigeble waters. It xust ke ecphaigized that the designation of
pblic navigable saters would be for the purpose of identifying s
greenbelt treas axd mot for the purpose of determining ownarship o the
water or wotertottons, The greenbaelts should Incorporate as much
cypress~tmpelo acreage as feasihle, .

2) Poriseter—Crwertelts = Thass greenbelts woold conuist of land

areas up to /4 wvide along specificd arces of land ingide ond

adjacent to the Atchafalsys Basin Culds « Leveea, Except 88 provided
balow, the right wodld rot include sccess o the levee. The aceas

considersd watld be thoge In which the 1/4 mile or less width. would
being the perizeter greenbelt into contact with weter, QOartain scess
would be specified for controlled accent ower tha levee to the

greenbelt. -
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The desighation of & perimeter greentell ia mt to u_ﬂ::{:crt with the
guveTnEnts right to engoge in floxd control ectivities on thet
proparty. Thiz soeclficnlly includes the right to cbrain materinl frm
the property foc leven conAtruction.

The total erea oot aside for the two types-of greenbelts would be
23,000 acTes. .

The grecabalt property would bo subject to the conditionn of an
2 easement. Rbtic sccess includen the right of owmers of property
larduord of & t sres to cross the greentclt to exercise on the
Jandward propecty eny right they would have under an A-7 Eacement,
Algy, the existing Tight of the landowmer to estsblish a venp en his
property aml fonoe Off B reamonable area for privacy would not be
abridge by tho cotaining of the A-2 Exgement for a greenbelt.

CAMPSTTES, BOWT [AINCR ARBAS, ROCKERIES, SPECIAL AND INICUE ARFRS —

Jookeries = An £-2 Easement thould be obtained ovar 500 selectad arec
‘of rookeries.

Camcmites, boat lmmch arees, special and unigue arcas ~

3o A1 Easouent showld be cOtained over 1500 aczes Toc compaites, hoat
launch arees &d specisl and unique aroas. An A=1 Easement would give -
the govarmment fee simple title o the lmnd. Bowever, it would reserve
mineral rights to the ociginal property ownar. In sccordence with LSA
6. 311149, prescription will not nn szainst the property owners.

gince the primary wethod of public accass to the basin is by
boat, every effort chould be made to waximize the nudher of boat lmmch
oress in the basin.

WRTPR ACLESS = An inportant element of public access jn the basin is
socem Gy water to overflod lands flooded during seatonal high waterz.
The legal right to this access is unclear. The Louisiana Attorney
Gengral ic wrged to lssoe & legal opinien clarifying the right of
pablic access by water to overflow lends. If thiz right does mt
exist, an A6 Pasement would be necessary to provide comparahle
access, .

ETATE OMED LARDS = The State of Louiciana will maintein the state

the in open for pohlic recreational access., State title
ghall ot be mejudiced by ancther governnent's asquisition of &n
azpement from private claimants to any of these samn lands, Language
w this effoct should be incorpicated in all essements.

HAMAGEMENT = The working growp belicves that management of non-fload
Control elerents of the final Mchafalaya Basin Plan shoudd be through
State of Loaisiana agencies.

_Ganerally over husin

*T -
MG = 30,000 acres Cypress-Tupelo -
A2 - 30,000 ocres Bottonland Mardwoesds
20,000 scren Cypress=Tupalo Stands’ | e
23,000 acres Greenbelts
500 acres Fookeries
Pe=1 1,500 acres, comosites, tnique and special oreos

C (Cont.)

APPERDIY A

047 and Gas Activities
in Lthe
Alchafalays Tish, Wildiife, and Hulti-Use Area

The United States Department of the Interior's Fish and ¥iVdl4{e
Service, in proposing the Atchafalays Tish, Mild1ife and Hulti-
Use Area, recognizes that of1 end ges activities would e fully
tompatible with any nprrational, multipurpase plan established

for that area. It 15, thersfore, the intent that such activities,
within the area, will nol be subject to sey additional restrictive
regulations affecting ofl and gas activities,

Furtherwore, mineral owners, mineral lessees and pipeline companies
shell have the right to use surface and svbsurface property of the
Atchafalsys Fish, Wildlife and Multi-Use Arer a5 may be necessary’
for the conducting of operztions for the exploration, developaent,
production, storsge, transportstion and markeiing of ofl, gas and
other 1iguid or gaseovs minersls, including but not limited to, the
construction, siintenance and operation of wells, pusping units,
pipelines, storege tenks, velves, meters and other above or below
ground facilities relating” to such exploration, development, pro-
duction, siorage, Lransportstion, or marketing.  1n add{tfon, this
right shall particolarly include, but shA1l not be limited to, the
fol*  ing ectTons where norvally associated with of) and gas ex-
plorecion, develiopxent, production, Storage, transportation, or
marketing: i ’

{1)

HKulti-Use Ares on & year-round besis;
{2) access vie a1l nevigable waterways:

[3) right to dredge, maintain, and uie canals as needed “for the
exploration for and producticn smd transportstion_of ofl, gas, and
other liquid or gascous minerals; ’ -

access to 2l parts of the Atchafelays Fish, WSldlife, and

{4) with respect’to the construction, wse, and meintcnance of pro-
duction facilities, the right to: -

a} dike and 511
b} place facilities on pilings -

(5) the right to consiroet, meintain, operate, and use pipelines and
flowlines for the transppriation of ofl, gas, water {salt or fresh),
and other 1iquid or gaseous minerals. The pipelines and flowlines
will be constructed in accordance willr standerds prevatling {n the
industry; :

{6) where land secess {s available to-a Tocation, the right to
construct,. use and miintain suitable roads. Waler Yevels {n manoge-
ment units shatl be regulated, 23 closely as possible, 1o simulata
astered overflow patterns, thus facilitating coordinsled plonning of

such road Yocutions and elckations with waler mansdgement plans;

(7] the right to construct, use, and wmaintain electric wtility aind
telephone Tines; ’ .

(2). the right to drill,
_produced water;

Total - 105,000 acres

use and ‘maintein wells for the disposal of

|

1
b
i
d
i
B
:

) (9] the.right 1o excavate, vse, and mafntain pits and other
at facilities normally needed fo conneciion with 011 and Jas explore
kB .. ation and production eperations;

+ (10} the right to conduct or heve conducted genlogical surveys
including those that require the wse of explosives;

{11) the right to dispose of drilling ouds and other waste in the
mannier and 10 the extent required by State and Federal law.
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APPENDIX D

Annuasl Managcmcni Plzu Submittal and Approval Process 6 January
1958 '

" This document outlines the process for the submittal of Anmual Menagement Plans

by the various State z2gencies involved in the Operation and Maintenance of the
Atchzfalaya Besin Floodwey System, Lowuisiana Project. Management plans will be
submitted and reviewed 1o assure compliance with U.S. Army Environmental
Regulation 1130-2-400. . This procedure will enable the Corp to mcorporate these
management sctivities into their budget and reporting schzdulc.

The Park Manager, Senior Park R.anger, and Narural Pacsomcc Specislist (NRS), will
meet with the LDWF representatives no later than 1 March praceding the opeoming
fiscal year, At this time the Annua] Management Plans will be discussed and
coordinatad, This plan is sn znnual increment of the S5-year manegement plan,

" Detailed plans for the next Fiscal Year and estimates for the following four years wﬂl -

be developed.

By | Apdl State Agencies will submit the Annval Management Plans for Corps

" review znd cvaluztion. (see attachments for format).

The review period will be campleted no Jater than 15 April. Work items will be
evaluated based on applicability to the Project objectives, Upon completion of the
review period, the management plans will be signad and approv::d by the Operations
Pm;cct Maneger and retumed to the state by 1 May,

Throughout the fiscal year quartcrly reports will be submitted no later than 30 days

following the end of each quarter. These reports will be en’account of actusl
revenues and expenditures with & description of work accomplished (seme format as
the work plans). .

This submittsl process and reporting system will allow the Co:ps and LDWT to
coordinate menagement activities on Corpg fee owned land. This procedurs will
precisely layout owr management objectives and enable vs to wwilize our agencies’
resourees 16 sccomplish these tasks.
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1. Management Unit
A. Existing Conditions
a. Total Land
b. Total Aquatic
1. Natural

trt

APPENDIX E

DRAFT RATING FACTORS

(lakes, bayous)

2. Man-made (canals, navigation channels)

o 3. Swamp
B. Future
a. Total Land
b. Total Aquatic
1. Natural

(lakes, bayous)

2. Man-made (canals, navigation channels)

3. Swamp

2. Usage of Management Unit
A. Land
a. Hunting
b. Camping
B. Water

a. Recreational Fishing
b. Commercial Fishing

1. Fish

2. Crawfish

3. Access to Aquatic Areas
A. Existing
a. High water
b. Low water
B. Future
a. High water
b. Low water

4. Feasibility of Implementation
A. Opposition/Support of Agencies
B. Opposition/Support of Public
a. Commercial Fishing

1. Fish

2. Crawfish
b. Recreational Fishing
c. Hunting Clubs

d. Land Owners
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APFPPENDIX F

JACK C. CALDWELL

M “MIKE” FOSTER. JR,
SECRETARY

GOVERNOR

E ' DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES '
7 February 16, 1998

- Col. William Conner
US Armmy Corps of Engineers
P:0O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160

+ . Dear Col. Conner:

It is our understanding that the New Orleans District is planning fo address the
issue of funding and constructing the Water Management Unit feature of the
Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Project.

It is our opinion that the construction, operation and maintenance of the water
management units should have a high priority in the implementation of the Atchafalaya
‘Basin Project. The goal of these units is to restore, where possible and to preserve,
where feasible, the natural habitat that has made the Atchafalaya Basin a national

treasure.

The Stale of Louisiana is in final preparation of the State Master Plan for the
- Atchafalaya Basin and will present this plan to the 1999 Legislative Session for

funding. Our agencies will.request the State's share of the operation and maintenance
costs (75% Federal - 25% State) for the management units, along with the other
features of the Plan. . Once approved, the State wili enter into a cost/share agreament
witht tha Corps which will outline the details of this management. We request that the
Corps allocate funds for the design and construction of the water management unit
feature in addition to funds allocated for land acquisition. ~ :

If any further information is needed from us, do not hesitate to contact us. *

Sincerely,

Jack Caldwell, Secretary JimptdesKins, Secretary !

Depariment of Natural Resources Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAXY P.O.BOX %43%¢ BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 708049196

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOTER




APFPENDIX G

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
.5, Army Compa of Engineers
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1000

REPLY TG

ATTENTION OF:

CECW-ON

MZMORANDUM FOR COMMANDERS, MAJOR SUBORDINATE COMMANDS. '

i . - -

SUBJECT: Water Resources Development Act of 1996, Section 208a

1. Section 208a-of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996
(Act) directed the Secretary of the Army to provide increased
emphasis on, and opportunities for recreation at, water resources
oprojects operated, maintained, or constructed by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and to transmit a report to Congress on
speciiic- measures taken, not later than two years after the date
of enactment of this Act.

2. A five member task force has been established to develop a
strategy for identifying actions which place the Corps in
conformance with this Act. Part.oeof their-effort will include
obtaining input and suggestions from all levels of your
respective commands, as well as from our customers and partners.

3. A similar effort that will be going on at the same time is"
the establishment of the National Recreation Lakes Commission.
The President is expected to appoint the Commission s¢on with
H. Martin Lancaster, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works, as the 'Commissioner -representing the Army. =

4. I recognize the importance of this effort and know I can
count on the support of you and your.staffs so that the Corps is
able to comply with the Zct. ’ )

FOR THE COMMANDER: .

‘RUSSELL L. FUHRMAN
Major General, USA
Director of Civil Works

G-l




Printing cost acknowl edgement.......

This public document was published at a total cost of $3,790.00. Five Hundred
copies of this public document were published in this first printing at a cost of
$5,082.50. The total cost of all printings of this document including reprints is
$8,872.50. This document was published by Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources al 1LSU Graphic Services 3535 River Road, Baton Rouge, LA 70803,
This material was printed in accordance with the standards for printing by state
agencies established pursuant 1o R.S. 43:41 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.
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